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Alumna and Mayor talks resilience and personal 
challenges with students

We are always most grateful when alumni find the time to 
come into school to help with various school activities. In 
January Cllr Mrs Jean Curteis took part in a Resilience 
Workshop to two of our Year 8 forms. She shared her 
experience of life and work after leaving Homewood, and the 
path that had led to her current role as Mayor of Tenterden.  
During the workshop Jean talked about how people can 
develop resilience by facing and rising to new challenges.  And 
to prove her point, Jean revealed that she will be taking on a 
big personal challenge later this year when she undertakes a 
charity abseil to raise money for the Tenterden Social Hub 
which helps disadvantaged, elderly and disabled people in the 
town. Good luck Jean and thank you for inspiring the students!

Welcome to our Easter edition, written under very different circumstances to those we had 
envisaged only a few weeks ago. The school is closed, exams are cancelled, lessons have gone 
online and planned events have been postponed (see next page).

Although the doors may be shut, Homewood is about so much more than its buildings. To quote 
Principal Jeremy Single in his latest letter to parents: “We have an identity and bond which 
extends far beyond the bricks and mortar. We must remember that there will come a time when 
we are able to regroup, rebuild and welcome our fantastic students back to their school.” We 
very much hope it will not be long before we can also welcome back alumni, former staff and 
friends in celebration of our shared community.  Until then, we hope that you and your families 
will be able to stay safe and well, wherever you are.

The Homewood Alumni Team

University preparation

Are you a current or recent undergraduate? Could you help this 
year’s leavers prepare themsleves for university life by sharing 
your experiences and tips we could put online?

If so, please contact us: alumni@homewood.kent.sch.uk
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Take up the Challenge anniversary
Continuing the theme of building resilience, 
Homewood has just celebrated the 50th cycle 
of our early intervention programme for 
students struggling with the transition to 
secondary school: Take Up the Challenge. Did 
you take part in the programme over the last 
14 years? Would you be willing to share your 
memories and views on its impact? If so then 
please email us at: 
alumni@homewood.kent.sch.uk

Keep up with all Homewood’s news
You can always keep up with the latest from Homewood via our website, and by 
following us on Twitter @Homewood_School and via our Facebook page

Magic touch for 
Sport Relief 
Former student Harry 
Nardi brought a real 
touch of magic to the 
school’s Sport Relief 
Quiz Night in March.

Events Update
1970-73 Leavers Alumni Reunion: The group 
planning this reunion have taken the decision 
to cancel for the time being. In the meantime 
we are still keen to track down more fellow 
classmates. If you are interested in the 
reunion, please contact Dave Brind: 
d.brind@ntlworld.com

Summer Alumni Meeting: Our plans to hold 
a major alumni meeting this Summer are also 
on hold. Hopefully we will be able to 
schedule something for later in the year.

Legendary archive find
Following the sad news of the death of 
former student and Arsenal footballer Ronald 
(Ron) Saxby, aged 82, Homewood’s archive 
volunteers have uncovered an unusually 
detailed account of his first England squad 
appearance alongside footballing legend Sir 
Bobby Charlton in a 1953 edition of the 
school magazine. You can read the full story 
here, and Ron’s fascinating account here.

The founder member of magic act 4MG, 
which reached the finals of Britain’s Got 
Talent in 2019, performed some dazzling 
table magic for the 100+ quizzers and 
student Sports Leaders. Harry is seen here 
with Principal Jeremy Single.
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