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Message from the Principal

Message from Discovery College
Dear All,
How quickly time has flown since the beginning of the academic year and we 
find ourselves at the Christmas break. As always we have managed to pack a 
huge amount into the last six weeks, much of which is highlighted in this 
edition of the newsletter.

I was delighted to see such overwhelming support for the Santa Fun Run, a 
fantastic event organised to raise money for the ‘Cry in the Dark’ charity. Well 
done to all involved. On behalf of all Discovery College staff, I would like to 
wish you all a very happy and peaceful Christmas. 

Mr Lawson

I hope that you are going to enjoy reading the latest bumper edition of the school newsletter.  I am sure 
that you will agree that we have had another very busy and productive term, and the newsletter 
certainly does reflect just how much we have done and achieved as a school community.  I would like to 
congratulate and thank those of you who have got involved in the wider life of the school since 
September and encourage you all to explore the very many extra-curricular activities that are made 
available for you here at Homewood – the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme, the Library, sports, Eco 
School Status, the Artsmark Award and The Sinden Theatre are just a few of the different options.  If 
you want to find out more about what is available, please see the final pages of this newsletter or speak 
to your Form Tutor or college office.  Just get involved, meet new people, develop new skills and even 
help to shape the future!

Thank you for your ongoing co-operation as we continue to manage the restrictions and frustrations 
caused by the COVID pandemic.  Thank you as well to all of you who have continued to co-operate fully 
with the school’s expectations through following the Homewood Habits, particularly so by wearing 
your uniform with pride, bringing the correct stationery and equipment to school, working hard in
 lessons, completing homework on time, behaving well, and being respectful members of our 
community.  Thank you.

I wish you all a very Happy Christmas.  I do hope that you have 
a restful and enjoyable holiday.  However, please remember that 
Christmas this year for some will be a difficult time.  Whilst
 Christmas does provide many of us with the time to have fun, 
overindulge and relax, it also provides us with the opportunity to 
offer help and support to those who need it.  So, following on from 
the excellent work that so many of you have been doing with your 
random acts of kindness (as covered in this newsletter!), I urge 
each one of you to do at least one really thoughtful thing for 
another person over the festive period.  This will certainly be the 

very best kind of gift to give to another and to receive.

Merry Christmas to you all.  Stay safe and take care of yourselves over the holiday period, and I look 
forward to seeing you in 2022!

Best wishes,
Mr Single
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Message from World College
Dear World College 

We hope that you are all ready for Christmas and looking forward to the two-week break. It has cer-
tainly been a busy term, despite our COVID restrictions - it has been really lovely to pop into your 
lessons, seeing you working so hard alongside getting to know you around the school site.

We were delighted to meet our new College Leaders last week. It is impressive that these students have 
volunteered their time to work alongside us to make Homewood School the best place possible for all 
who work and study here. They were also responsible for our Christmas Jumper Day festivities on Fri-
day. A huge thank you must go to all involved who made this a really memorable event.

Whilst I know that we are all looking forward to our holiday, I know that our Year 11 students will be 
needing to spend time on their studies in preparation for their forthcoming GCSE examinations. Please 
ensure that you make full use of this time before our revision sessions and interventions start in Janu-
ary.

Many of you will be sad to know that Mrs Price will be leaving Homewood after 18 years at the end of 
the week. I know that many of you rely on her for support, guidance and the occasional cup of tea in 
her comfy chair! She has been the most wonderful Family Liaison Officer that we could ask for, and I 
know that you will all want to join me when I say a massive thank you for all she has done to support 
you  during your time at Homewood.

Please look after yourself this Christmas. We want to return to school in January well rested and ready 
for a new year. We wish you a very festive Christmas and a happy new year

Mrs Jones and Mrs Osborne

Message from Arts College
As we approach another festive season under the shadow of covid, the Arts College team would like 
to extend its goodwill to you and your families. Despite the challenges of studying and working in 
these extraordinary times, the overwhelming majority of Arts College students have continued to 
demonstrate exemplary manners and resilience. Working with such hardworking young people, 
young people who endeavour to do their best even when they find it difficult, is a privilege for those 
of us who have the pleasure of supporting them. We are immensely proud of our students who are 
in school come rain or shine, who do everything their teachers ask and who see the value in work-
ing hard at school in order to have happier, healthier, more successful adult lives. Thank you to each 
and every one of them.

We hope you and your family have fun, find some rest and, above all, stay safe during the Christmas 
break. 

From all in Arts College, we wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Mr Hanson
Head of Arts College
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Message from Enterprise College
I trust that this message finds you and your family well.

As we draw to the end of the Christmas Term and the year I’d like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank you all for your continued support. 

A big thank you to:
• All the parents and carers who have worked with the Enterprise College and your 
son/daughter’s respective teachers.
• All the classroom staff who have, at times been stretched in many different direc-
tions. 
• All the students for being so brilliant and continuing to cope so well with school 
life. Your resilience is truly amazing – well done!

I would like to finally wish you all the very best for the Christmas break and for a 
peaceful and safe new year.

Best wishes,
Mr Bailey

September seems like a distant memory.  It has been a busy Term.  We are all looking forward to Christmas and the 
I-College team would like to wish you all a very happy Christmas and a wonderful New Year. I have been impressed with 
the resilience of our students as they have thrown themselves into school life since September, especially with their 
determination to move their learning forwards.  

Year 7 have settled well and I am very much enjoying seeing their confidence grow and new friendships form.  Their 
teachers tell me they are enthusiastic and very polite, with many of them excited to show their achievements off to us in 
the College Office.  Well done to all that helped organise the recent Bake Sales, it is great to see the efforts that you went 
to for your chosen charities.

Year 8 are doing very well with their Bedrock Learning with 8i1 and 8i2 amongst the highest in the school for progress.  
We know that the vocabulary they are learning will help them to succeed in school.  We are also very proud of our new 
Peer Mentors who took their training with Mrs Brown very seriously and I am sure they are going to be a great support 
to their mentees in the new year.

Year 9 have settled into their Learning Pathways and are learning enthusiastically and we are impressed with their sense 
of responsibility.  We have a number of Sports Leaders and the way that they represent the College and the school makes 
us very proud.   

Year 10 are working hard in the GCSE option subjects, and have settled into their new classes very well indeed.  Many 
students have started to consider their future pathways and are accessing our careers advisor in school,  I  am excited to 
see their aspirations unfold which will only lead to high expectations for themselves. 

The Year 11s have had a very busy term beginning to apply for sixth form, don’t forget to get the Homewood Sixth Form 
Application in by the January deadline.  If you need any help please come and see Mrs Holkham in the I-College office.  In 
addition they have now completed their first round of Pre-Public Exams, well done to all our students for the way they 
approached these exams and their resilience and conduct at this time.

Finally a big thank you to all the parents and carers for your ongoing support for I-College and the School, the students 
will be achieving more due to your positive involvement and interest, which in fact is proven to add up to 2 years worth 
of schooling to a child’s education.

Have a safe and restful festive season.
Best wishes

Mrs Farrell

Message from I College
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On Thursday 11th November at 11 o’clock 
Homewood School paid tribute to the fallen heroes 
who bravely fought and died protecting their 
country and our freedom. Proud to be joined by 
Canon Reverend Lindsay Hammond,  Jeanette 
Kennett, Assistant Curate and CEO Tenterden 
Schools Trust Mr S Reeves, Homewood Staff and 
students commemorated men and women who lost 
their lives in conflict and gave us their todays for our 

tomorrows. This very moving event was made extra emotive due to outstanding contributions from 
the Cadets and the students who participated in the service itself.

Remembrance Day 2021

Well done to the following Cadets who participated 
in the Remembrance Service and proudly 
represented all members of Homewood School.

Erin C 9i1
Rafi H 9i1
Ellen W 10E2
Maddie H 12S9
Lucy B 9W2

We Will Remember Them

Daniel E 9i1
Max B 11W2
Jim C 12S3 
Samuel W 12S7
Jess R 12S7

“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old,

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.

At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,

We will remember them.”

For the Fallen - Laurence Binyon
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Homewood Eco-committee
- Change starts with you!

Written by Ellen Year 13, Head Girl 2021-22

What is the eco-committee?
• The eco-committee is a group of students that will be willing 

and passionate to make our school eco-friendly. 
• This will not be an instant change, but change needs to start 

with us. 
• The eco-committee need to review how eco-friendly our 

school is and will pick three topics we can improve. 
• For example, litter is one of the ten topics we can pick to im-

prove. 
• By having this constructed motivation it will help students 

around the school be more wary both in an outide of school.
• This small change will make a huge difference.

So, what is climate 
change?

Following the recent COP26 UN 
Climate change conference, the 
term Climate change is a term that has become part of 
our daily lives. Climate Change (or global warming), is 
the process of our planet heating up.

Scientists estimate that since the Industrial Revolu-
tion, human activity has caused the Earth to warm 
by approximately 1°C. While that might not sound 
like much, it means big things for people and wildlife 
around the globe.

Unfortunately, rising temperatures don’t just mean 
that we’ll get nicer weather – if only! The changing 
climate will actually make our weather more extreme 
and unpredictable. 

As temperatures rise, some areas will get wetter and 
lots of animals (and humans!) could find they’re not 
able to adapt to their changing climate.

James (Head Boy) and 
Ellen (Head Girl)

There are Ten Topics that they have specified to use to improve our school. They are: Biodiversity, 
Energy, Global Citizenship, Healthy Living, Litter, Marine, School Grounds, Transport and Water. This 
will probably take the school around a year or two to complete. But if we follow the seven steps we 
should be successful in making our school more eco-friendly and gain the Green flag award and a flag 
to put up outside the school to show everyone of our improvement to our environment. I’m hoping we 
will work alongside the Primary schools within our Trust. 

How did I find out?
When I ran for Head Girl I decided to make the 
school eco-friendly as I’m very passionate about sav-
ing the environment. Thanks to St Mildred’s Church 
who spoke to me about eco-church and also told me 
to look into eco-school.

What do we have to do?

We have to appoint at least two students from each 
year group to become an Eco-rep/committee but 
we want as many students to join as possible. They 
will have teachers help, supervise, organise and give 
advice. Once we have our Eco-reps they will have to 
review the school and how eco-friendly it is. Once 
that is completed then they can discuss the three 
most needed improvements out of the ten topics our 
school can improve on. We will have to have an Eco-
board to show what we do and to keep track of our 
progress. 



December 2021

What’s the Green Flag Award?

Eco-school is an award for schools across the country. It’s 
called the Green flag Award, it is awarded to schools who go 
green and become eco-friendly. I think it’s a great way to help 
schools become greener.

This year I took the idea to Mr Single who was very supportive of Homewood becoming an eco-school. 
He gave me permission to go ahead with the project and offer support. Since then, I have done an 
assembly to Sixth Form and sent a video to the forms for the rest of the school years. I have informed 
them of my vision and have formed my committee plans for next term.

Next term with the help of my eco-committee, Head Boy, Deputy Head Boy, Deputy Head Girl, the 
teachers who have volunteered their time and help, we are going to review the school and how 
eco-friendly we are and choose areas we can improve on. We will then spend the next couple of years 
changing those areas and becoming more eco friendly. We will also make our eco-board as well so we 
can track our progress.

Action Plan 

• Firstly the Reps and teachers will decide the eco-action plan for the year. What are they going to do 
to help the environment and make our school eco-friendly? This will mean taking into considera-
tion the ten topics I have previously listed.

• Spread awareness within Homewood school through learning, assemblies or maybe even an 
Eco-awareness day. The Eco-Reps will be able to decide this with staff.

• Let the local community outside of the school know what we are doing and what they can do to 
help the environment. Encourage people to change and help.  We could also hold assemblies and 
class presentations, have an Eco-Stall at school events, have information on our school’s website 
to showcase work or organise a whole school event and competition. We can promote our plan 
through social media too - to spread awareness outside of school grounds.

• The Eco-Reps will monitor and evaluate the success of projects in their Action Plan for their three 
chosen topic areas. These outcomes will be shared wih the whole school. 

• The final step will be to create an Eco-code for the students and teachers to follow within the 
school. It will also have to reflect our current Eco-Schools Action Plan that will be created (includ-
ing the three topics you have been working on).Your whole school has an awareness of your Eco-
Code and your Eco-Code is displayed on your Eco-Board (physical or digital). The Eco-code will be 
a declaration of our school being Eco-friendly. 

What we have done this year
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Homewood’s youngest riders jump to success
Members of the Homewood School Riding Team have had a busy 
and successful half-term break, participating in three competi-
tion days plus a team training and bonding day. It was particularly 
special to have some of our youngest riders - who joined last year 
but due to COVID restrictions never got to compete for the school - 
being involved.

As well as a large number of clear rounds there were two team 1st 
places and a team 2nd plus two individual firsts for Jess: the new-

est recruit to the team.  Here are the full details:-

Liv: two double clear rounds at the Grassroots Show Jumping event at Duckhurst
Amy: 2nd place at 60cm in the Regional Points League Show Jumping
Jess, Amy and Maisie: Team 1st place at 70cm; Jess also took individual 1st place, only having joined 
the team two weeks before! Amy was 3rd and Maisie came 5th.
Jess, Harley, Charlie and Sophie: Team 2nd at 80cm; once again Jess took the individual 1st place on 
the podium
Harley, Molly, Charlie and Sophie: Team 1st at 90cm; Sophie claimed individual 3rd

At the subsequent Felbridge Show Jumping event, the team of Harley, Molly, Charlie and Sophie came 
7th; individual placings results are still awaited. Not only did they achieve such great success in these 
different events, they continue to be wonderful ambassadors for the school.  A huge congratulations 
to them all.

Riders Selected to Represent Kent
Congratulations to three of our riding team who have been selected to 
represent Kent at a BSJA competition in Norfolk in Feb Half Term.

They are: 
George
Jess
Molly

All three riders are very dedicated and have been working very hard to develop their jumping to 
this level.
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Children in Need 2021

Have you heard about...?
To raise money for 
Children in Need this year, BBC 
weather presenter Owain Wyn 
Evans set himself a very loud 
challenge, completing a 24 
hour Drumathon. Drumming 
throughout day and night, 
Owain was joined by many 
celebrity guests and also 50 

amateur and professional drummers aged from 8 to 
83. 
During the Drumathon, Owain suffered with severe 
pain in his shoulders and arms but was determined 
to complete the challenge, remaining very upbeat 
throughout.
Since first picking up his drumsticks on Friday
 morning at 8.35am he made Children in Need history 
after becoming the charity’s most successful 24 hour 
challenge ever by raising over £3.5 million. Music 
Therapy is very close to Owain’s heart,
 knowing himself how young people benefit so much 
from projects that change lives and wouldn’t exist 
without Children in Need funding.

On Friday 19th November, Homewood School supported the annual fundraising 
event ‘Children in Need’ and would like to thank staff, students and parents for 
their continued support as we celebrate another great year of fundraising. This 
year the non-uniform day and staff biscuit sweepstake raised over £1,400.

Dashing for Pudsey
Homewood’s Dance Dash has become an 
icon for Homewood’s Children in Need 
fundraising and we are proud of our Dance Department who 
once again raised an amazing amount. Miss Harris and her super 
strong team raised a phenomenal £3118.98! The Dance students 
took to the road in two groups, one group visited the Wealden 
Schools whilst the other group visited Ashford Schools. The 
Tenterden dashers performed 23 times in total at 12 Primary 
schools, Homewood and Tenterden town centre. The Ashford 
dashers performed at 13 Primary schools, Homewood, 
Crooksfoot Tesco foyer and County Square.

Principal Teacher of Dance Miss E Harris says, ‘It is important to me that more and more students are 
involved in this Homewood tradition. Students that performed this year remembered the Dance Dash 
coming to their Primary School; now they get to join in the fun and fundraising.”

Well done to Year 12 students Freya H and 
Ruby H who both took part in a 12 hour 
Danceathon from 6pm until 6am to raise 
money for Children in Need. They 
successfully completed this challenge and 
raised a fantastic £817
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Duke of Edinburgh Award
We were very excited to once again launch the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award this year. 
 
Term 1 was very busy enrolling students and taking them 
through the first part of their training. Sixty students enrolled 
into Bronze and developed skills in first aid, navigation, camp 
craft and country code. 

Silver participants also developed their skills 
required for the expedition. The challenge for our 
forty five participants was increased as they are 

required to show deeper knowledge with 
navigation.

Participants were required to navigate through local woodland.

This term has seen all participants working on their other sections, volun-
teering, skills and physical. Some have already completed sections and the 
evidence provided is excellent. We are also able to offer rock climbing and 
first aid as a skill next term - so watch out for the dates.

Here, bronze participants 
are trying out their 

culinary skills in the field.

Mrs Johnstone, Mr Lawrence, Mrs Lee, Miss James and of course Alex.

Anti-Bullying Week
There were lots of activities planned for our #AntiBully-
ingWeek (15-19 November) but we began by encouraging 
Sixth Form students and staff to wear odd socks to show 
their solidarity with all members of the school commu-
nity. As the writer Maya Angelou observed: people will 
forget what you said and what you did, but they will never 
forget how you made them feel. To round off the Anti 
BullyingWeek, our staff completed a range of training on 
bullying and preventing it. 

Kindness is powerful and, in a world where so much can feel negative, 
a kind word or two can provide a moment of hope for someone who 
is struggling. This #AntiBullyingWeek we can all make a good start 
with a random act of kindness & power up our positivity. Pets showing 

their support
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Year 7 have been busy making decorations for this year’s 
Tenterden Christmas Tree Festival at the Zion Baptist Church. The 
theme for this year is ‘what Christmas means to me’ and our tree 
is called ‘Love’. Mr Lawson, Head of Discovery was delighted to 
present a donation to the local charities the festival is supporting 
this year, Team Ben Hammond and Tenterden Christmas Cheer, on 
behalf of Homewood School and Sixth Form Centre.

Basti, Demilade, Emma, Eban and Freya accompanied Miss 
Hodgkins, Ms Castle and Mrs Hayes from the Discovery Team and made a fabulous job of decorating our 
tree which will be on display for the weekend. We urge everyone to visit the church and see our tree and 
the others on display and we encourage you to vote for your favourite.

Tenterden Christmas Tree Festival

Christmas Jumper Day 2021

Fact
The Save the Children Fund,

 commonly known as Save the
 Children, was established in the United 
Kingdom in 1919 to improve the lives 
of children through better education, 

health care, and economic 
opportunities, as well as providing 
emergency aid in natural disasters, 

war, and other conflicts.

Fact

Raising money for Save the Children
Well done to all students and staff who participated in Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 10th 
December. Everyone looked very festive! Our Key Stage 4 leaders promoted and took part in 
Christmas Jumper Day and raised money for Save the Children.  There were also cake 
sales, ‘Name the Teddy’ and a competition to guess ‘How many sweets in the jar?’

In over 100 countries including 
the UK, we help children stay safe, 
healthy and learning. We lead the 
way on tackling big problems like 

pneumonia, hunger and protecting 
children in war, while ensuring each 

child’s unique needs are cared for.

Staff also sent selfies wearing Christmas Jumpers (and some 
brilliant hats!) used to create a very festive Christmas video 
collage. 

Christmas cards were available to buy with all 
donations going to charity.
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Bedrock Achievers Year 7-9 Christmas Term
The importance of reading has long been understood in a 
child’s development. Their ability to understand the written 
word is fundamental to their progress in school and their
 success in the adult world. And yet, a great many children 
struggle to read successfully, especially in a digital world, 
where most information comes via videos on phones and the 
internet. The school recognises this and, as part of a wider 
strategy to improve reading, writing and academic talk, 
students in Years 7, 8 and 9 all have subscription to an 
excellent online learning tool Bedrock Learning. 

We are enormously pleased and proud with the growing engagement of students in KS3 and the 
emerging impact that this is having on their learning in all subjects. To ensure that your child keeps 
up with their peers and does not risk falling behind in their language development, could we please 
ask that you support your child at home by asking to see their completed home learning on Bedrock 
and talking to them about the new words they are learning? If you are already doing so, thank you for 
your continued support.

Mr P Hanson

Bedrock Achievers

Bedrock Champion
Logan 8D8

Kristopher 7D7
Lily W 7D8
Ryley B 7D3 
Ollie 7D7
Muhamad U 7D10
Eleanor S 7D4
Grace R 7i2
Joseph S 7i1
Hayden P 7D8
Milly W 7D10

Year 7 Year 8
Katelyn P 8D5
Clarissa L 8D3
William R 8D13
Nathan D 8D5
Elsie M 8D2
Alfie G 8i1
James B 8D2
Grace F 8D8
Kate S-C 8D7
Nancy B 8D2

Year 9
Edward B 9i2
Rubie B 9E1
Tabitha B 9W3
Alice B 9W1
Ellie I 9i2
Jake D 9E1
Lana H 9i2
Lauren K 9E2
Oliver R 9i1
Charlie B 9W2
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Porchlight Fundraising
7D10 raised an amazing £270 for Porchlight, the Discovery charity for 
this year. Maya and Basti organised their own sponsored runs, Micah 
organised a basketball challenge and the whole form ran a cake sale. 
This brings our total raised so far to £631! It has been a while since 
we have been able to run fund raising events so it was lovely for our 
students to get involved and to get baking!

Bedrock Achievers Year 7-9 Christmas Term

Christmas Crafts

Tilly-May 7D7 has made some fantastic Christmas Wreaths ranging from a 
traditional Holly Wreath with a red bow to wreaths with Christmas 
decorations. Well done Tilly-May!

Christmas Baking
KS4 Catering students have been busy baking Mince Pies with Mrs English. Below are photos of their 
very festive creations.

7D10 Students
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 Christmas Card Competition 

TST Primary School’s Winners 
This year Tenterden School’s Trust Primary schools and nurseries also particpated in the 
Christmas Card Competition and we recieved some wonderful entries. Thank you to all 
pupils who participated.

Winner 
Matilda
Year 8

Runner Up
Holly 
Year 9

Congratulations to Matilda in Year 8 who has won this year’s Christmas card competition. Well done to 
Holly in Year 9 and Bronwyn in Year 13 who were chosen as this year’s runner ups. Matilda’s 
 winning design will be printed and sent as Homewood School’s 2021’s offical design. Thank you to 
everyone who entered the competition and the winner and runner-ups who recieved certificates and 
prizes from the Principal.

Homewood School’s Winners 

Runner Up
Bronwyn
Year 13 

Winner 
Z.A

Reception
Runner- Up

Runner-Up
E.R.M
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Santa Fun Run
We were delighted to be able to hold our Santa Fun Run for 
our Key Stage 3 students. This course of just over 2km went 
around our school site and students were able to walk or run 
the course. It was fantastic to see our students taking part and 
dressed up in festive outfits. 

The event was arranged by our KS4 sports 
leaders and assisted by the KS4 college 
leaders. Our sports leaders also organised 

activities on the 3G pitch including penalty shoot out and a basketball challenge and 
of course a cake sale! Apart from the fun enjoyed by all it was an opportunity for all 
our students to support this term’s ‘Acts of Kindness’ initiative. A big thank you to 
Tesco for kindly  donating the prizes.

The entry fee and individual’s sponsorship is being donated to Cry in the Dark. This 
charity carries out amazing work in Romania, supporting children with special 
needs in residential care homes and 1000 families in the Roma community. The 
particular project that we are supporting is to be able to provide festive food 
parcels of approximately £25 to these families which we feel 
jointly demonstrates an important ‘Act of Kindness.’ 

Well done to Ethan and Logan in 7D3 who completed a 
sponsored silence in aid of Cry in the Dark. 

We have currently raised an amazing £768 - thank you to everyone.

Dick Whittington Pantomime Star
Abby-Grace in Year 8 is staring in the Pantomime ‘Dick Whittington and his Amazing Cat’ 
that is due to be performed at the Sinden Theatre in December. That’s Entertainment Pro-
ductions return once more to present their latest Pantomime spectacular at The Sinden with 
a specially extended season. Starring TV funnyman and Magician Bobby 
Dazzler, the Sinden Panto this year tells the 600-year-old true story of the best Pantomime 
adventure of all. 

With a full supporting professional cast and the Young Stars from DNC Academy and Brookes 
Dance Academy, sparkling costumes, colourful sets and enthralling special 
effects, this will definitely be a special family treat not to be missed!

Abby-Grace says, ‘I love dancing because it takes me to a different place where I can be myself and have fun.” She 
started rehearsals in October and has regularly attended twice a week. Her costume is one of the evil rats who 
plot against Whittington and his cat - always good to play a baddy role! Abby-Grace  says her favourite part of 
the show is the opening scene when the king is introduced. She is a Young Star from the DNC Dance Academy, a 
dance company she discovered through friends.

About DNC Dance Academy
DNC offer professional and quality dance tuition for ages 3+ in Acrobatic Arts, Contemporary and Street 
Jazz and supply a range of classes to suit various levels of experience. We pride ourselves on the positive and 
family-like environment we have at the academy which helps to create life-long friendships between students. 
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Acts of Kindness

11A2 have written Christmas card to residents in a nursing/care home.

7i1 held a Bake Sale in aid of  RSPCA during break and lunchtime outside 
the Sinden.  

9E4 - raised money for Porchlight, a Kent based homeless charity by 
putting together a sweepstake with prizes

Sophie, Lacey and Reuben

7D10 - Organised and participated in the Santa Fun Run and Cake sale in aid of the charities Cry in the 
Dark and Porchlight.

7D3 - Three Bake sales, Santa Fun Run and sponsored silences  - Evie raised £70 on her own in a Bake 
sale. Harrison raised money for William Harvey Hospital through a sponsored silence and fun run. 

7D6  - Many small acts of kindness by everyone in the form - taking care of others, saying thank you 
and helping others.

8D3 - Made Christmas cards for staff.

8D5 -  Sent Christmas cards to a local care home.

8D6 -  Collected donations for the charity Shelter who will provide Christmas dinners for people who are 
homeless. Sam donated a large amount of money, going above and beyond. In total £60 was donated, plus an 
extra £15 gift aid.

8D10 - Collected for Food Bank, RSPCA and Hygiene Bank.

8D12 - Cake sale for St Michael’s Hospice and Acts of Kindness advent calendars - cake sale earned £23.

10E3 - Each student has designed their own Christmas card and written a message to a lovely man called, Jack 
who is in Mrs Bailey’s Grandad’s care home and turns 100 on the 8th December. The care home have sent out 
a message to try and get 100 cards to him for his birthday. We have also collected two big bags of food and 
essentials for a local Food Bank. Charlotte also donated lots more gifts for another shoe box. A special 
mention to form members Charlotte, James and Rhianna - and thank you to every member of the form who 
wrote a card and nearly everyone who contributed to the Food Bank.

9A4 - Donations to a local Food Bank.

10A2 - Created Christmas Cards and delivered to a local children’s charity.

11A1 - Students donated £30 to the charity Echo who supports children and Young Adults with heart 
conditions.

9W3 and 10W2 - Donations made to Fetcher Dog Charity (local charity based in Wye)

10W4 - Made Christmas cards for a local care home.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our Acts of Kindness challenge. Here are just 
some contributions from our Form groups:
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A Farewell Message to Students
Dear Homewood Students

After 26 years of teaching, 16 of those at Homewood, I have decided that it is time to move onto 
pastures new. As of January I will begin a new job as Mr Doodle’s Creative Director. This will in-
volve me working with him on new art projects, coming up with fresh ideas and helping to curate 
his exhibitions, all with the aim of helping to ensure that he continues to grow and develop as an 
artist for many more years to come. 

Although I am excited to start my job in the New Year, I am also going to miss all the amazing stu-
dents and colleagues I have been fortunate enough to work with at present and in the past.

I have thoroughly enjoyed my time at Homewood and feel 
especially lucky to have been a part of the Arts College and the 
Art Department, undoubtedly the best college and department 
in the school! As a true believer in the importance of creativity 
in education, I feel very fortunate to have been part of a school 
which still values the arts and to an art department containing 
such a skilled team of subject specialist teachers and support 
staff. Unfortunately this is quite a rarity these days.

When I first joined Homewood and introduced Graphics to the 
curriculum 16 years ago, I had no idea that I would get to work 
with so many talented students, many of whom have gone onto 
have successful careers within the art and design industry. Mr 
Doodle himself was of course one of those students, as was 
Miss James, who I know will continue to fly the graphics flag at 
Homewood and maintain the subject’s reputation as unargua-
bly the best place to study Graphic Design in Kent.

During my time at Homewood, I have tried my best to inspire as many students as possible, but I 
can honestly say that so many students, past and present, have equally inspired me. It has been an 
absolute privilege to get to know and work with so many wonderful, creative and talented young 
people and staff and I look forward to seeing many of you again in the future, either when I visit 
the school, which I intend to do quite frequently, or simply around Tenterden.

I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and wish you all the very best for 2022!

Mr Davies

8D10 - Collected for Food Bank, RSPCA and Hygiene Bank.

8D12 - Cake sale for St Michael’s Hospice and Acts of Kindness advent calendars - cake sale earned £23.

10E3 - Each student has designed their own Christmas card and written a message to a lovely man called, Jack 
who is in Mrs Bailey’s Grandad’s care home and turns 100 on the 8th December. The care home have sent out 
a message to try and get 100 cards to him for his birthday. We have also collected two big bags of food and 
essentials for a local Food Bank. Charlotte also donated lots more gifts for another shoe box. A special 
mention to form members Charlotte, James and Rhianna - and thank you to every member of the form who 
wrote a card and nearly everyone who contributed to the Food Bank.

9A4 - Donations to a local Food Bank.

10A2 - Created Christmas Cards and delivered to a local children’s charity.
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Library Corner 
We’ve been really pleased to see so many people back in the library this term.  It’s nice to see new faces and 
catch up with the students we already knew.  

The library is becoming really busy at lunch times and during breaks.  Don’t forget that you’re welcome to 
come in to borrow books,  just sit quietly reading or catch up with your homework but please make sure you 
find a seat if you’re planning to stay a while.  We now have a stack of chairs near the reference section, so 
you can grab one and sit with friends at a table.  There are bean bags scattered around at lunch time and, of 
course, we have our usual sofa areas.  Please remember that food and drink, including water, isn’t allowed in 
the library to protect the books.  Keep water bottles in your bag until you leave please.

So, what’s been happening in the library this term?  
 
Well, Roald Dahl Day took place, as usual, on 13th September.  We hope you came in to take part in the 
quizzes and pick up your Roald Dahl bookmarks.  We still have some bookmarks on our front desk so don’t 
forget to collect one the next time you come to see us. 
 
As usual we’ve been running small competitions like crossword puzzles, word searches and spot-the-differ-
ence.  If you want to take part just check the competition box on the front desk where the latest one is always 
displayed.  We normally give a bag of sweets to the winning entry so it’s well worth taking part.
 
The library also ran a poetry competition with the theme of ‘Changes’ and we were sent some wonderful 
poems.  Unfortunately there can only be one winner and this term that person is Keira in Year 10.  Well done 
and congratulations Keira on your thought provoking poem.  You can read Keira’s poem below:

Christopher and Lily, both from Year 7, were runners up.    You will be able to see all the other poems in a 
display in the library in the New Year.  Thank you to all those who entered, the standard of writing made it 
very hard to choose our winner and runners up.  We’ll be running similar competitions over the remaining 
school year so keep your eyes open for posters around the school and join in!  

Memories        by Keira

I wander through forgotten paths
From where our lives have changed
I see our dreams, our hearts, our fairy tales
And the rest of those hopeful remains
We dream to be older in our innocence and youth
We pray to be young and naive again when we learn the truth

We fought our fears with swords and dragons
With the most powerful princess and the bravest of knights
We stared at the stars in the Indigo sky
We laughed and we played, never asking why

I wander through forgotten paths
From where our lives have changed
I see our concerns, our worries, our problems in life
And the rest of those shattered remains
We have little to no inhibitions in our innocence and youth
We get anxious and self-conscious when we realise the truth

We see the bloodshed, we hear their screams
As someone narrates the horror on a widescreen tv
We stare at the corruption as it infects the grey sky
We see the unfairness and we ask ourselves why?

I wander through forgotten paths
From where our lives have changed
I see our grief, our maturity, our innocence long gone
And the rest of those bittersweet remains
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We’ve bought a lot of books this term but we’re always open to your suggestions and recommendations.  
So, if you’ve read a good book recently and think others would enjoy it, let us know.  Or perhaps you 
have a favourite author who’s released a new book?  We try to keep up to date with latest releases but, 
with so many to choose from, we do occasionally miss some.  So let us know if you can’t find what you’re 
looking for and, if it’s a book we feel others would enjoy too, we’ll order it.  
 
And if you want something quick to read, the library now has a growing number of magazines.  With 
titles including How It Works, Match of the Day, Horrible Histories, Gaming, Wildlife and Total Film 
you’re bound to find something you enjoy.  We also have a weekly magazine called The Week Junior to 
help you stay on top of the news.   Unfortunately, we can’t let you take these out of the library but you’re 
very welcome to read in the library before and after school, at break or lunch time.
On that note, a quick reminder of our opening times.  We are open at 8.15am Monday to Friday.  We 
close at 4.30pm Monday to Thursday and at 4.00pm on Friday.
 
And, coming up in the new year…’Eat and Read’.  We will be trialling some dates in the new year where 
the library will be a reading only space and on these dates only, you will be allowed to eat your lunch 
whilst you read.  More details will follow so keep checking the Library Google Classroom.
 
Finally, as we approach the Christmas break here’s our…

Library Corner - Did you Know?
Christmas Cards
 
The first known christmas card was sent in 1611 from Michael Maier (a German phy-
sician) to James I of England (James VI Scotland).  
Henry Cole, who was the first Director of the Victoria and Albert Museum in Lon-
don, helped to create the Uniform Penny Post in 1840.  Before 1840 you could be 
charged extra if you used additional sheets of paper.  In some cases, you could say the 
person receiving the letter would pay!  Imagine that on your birthday? The Uniform 
Penny Post charged one penny to send anything in a certain weight range from one 
place to another.  This meant people could easily send letters to each other knowing 
exactly what they had to pay.  And the person sending the letter would be charged, 
with a stamp showing that they had paid.  The Uniform Penny Post was the forerun-
ner of the Royal Mail which we use today to deliver our post.

In 1843 the same man, Henry Cole, had a lot of letters stacking up over 
Christmas with greetings from friends and family.  He thought something 
with a quick greeting for Christmas would be an ideal solution to having to 
read through so many letters.  So he commissioned John Callcott Horsley 
to design a Christmas card.  And the first commercial Christmas card (one 
you could buy rather than make yourself) was born.

 

John Callcott Horsley settled in Cranbrook a few years after designing this card and became part of a group of 
artists known as The Cranbrook Colony.  Royal Mail estimates that it delivers 150million cards and parcels dur-
ing the Christmas period each year!
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Christmas Trees
 
The first Christmas tree was supposed to have been brought to this country 
by Prince Albert, husband of Queen Victoria in 1840.  However, Queen Char-
lotte, the wife of George III, had a potted yew tree decorated for Christmas at 
Windsor in 1800.  Both Charlotte and Albert were German and decorated logs 
or trees at Christmas were very popular in their country.  Rich people began 
to decorate potted trees, following Queen Charlotte’s example, but the idea 
wasn’t generally popular with everyone.  Then, in 1840, Prince Albert put up 
some beautifully decorated spruce trees indoors (the trees we now think of as 
Christmas trees), some magazines featured them and a new craze was born.
 

A Christmas Carol
 
The Library’s section of this newsletter would not be complete without 
mentioning one of the most famous Christmas books.  Whether you’ve 
read it or seen one of the many film adaptations, most people know the 
story of Ebeneezer Scrooge.  

As well as the first commercial Christmas card, 1843 also saw the 
publication of a book that changed Christmas... A Christmas Carol.  
Charles Dickens published his Christmas novella on 19th December 1843 
and by Christmas Eve it had sold out!  By the end of the following year it 
had been reprinted 13 times and has never been out of print since.  

Charles Dickens was angered by the way ‘street children’ and child la-
bourers were treated and worked this into a story containing the ‘new’ 
ideas of Christmas, such as Christmas trees.  We get many of our ideas of 
a traditional Christmas from A Christmas Carol. 

Merry Christmas from the Library
So that’s it from the library for 2021.  We hope to see you all in 2022 and don’t forget Sora is still available on 
line if you would like something to read during the break.  Details for logging on are in the Library Google 
Classroom (for those of you yet to join the code is krylqjo).  We wish you all a very Happy Christmas!
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Starting Homewood

“I was so excited about my first day at Homewood and I was packing my bag the night before to be 
super prepared. I was even an hour early to leave for the bus. When I got to school and I realised how 
big the school was I was a tiny bit worried I would get lost. It helped that I made lots of friends on the 
first day though so that made me so much happier.” - Maya 

“When I first started at Homewood I was nervous, but I was also excited because I would make a lot of 
new friends. I found it hard at first because I had no one in my form with the same lessons as me so I 
had to find my lessons all by myself. But about a week later I knew my way round the school and have 
made lots of friends who have supported me through the first two terms. I can’t wait for my future 
with all my friends.”  - Tyler

Year 7 students have now completed their second term at Homewood and have written about 
their experiences starting in Year 7.

“There it was, the first day of school. I was so nervous but also very excited. I loved the first day 
for many reasons. Everyone was so friendly and inviting. Now I’ve been here a while, I know my 

way around and have joined a few clubs like Cricket and Young Farmers. I’m really enjoying Young 
Farmers and would recommend you sign up for this club as soon as you can. My favourite subject is 
PE and I am enthusiastic about Cross-country running. If you have any worries or problems, staff in 

Discovery will listen to your worries before making you happy to go back to lesson.” - Basti

“I didn’t start at Homewood from the start of Year 7, the teachers and the Discovery team have 
helped me make it easier coming from High Weald Academy and starting at Homewood. I was very 

wobbly to start with as moving to a different school isn’t easy mid term. I had many worries starting 
at Homewood but the Discovery team helped me feel better and get back to the rest of my day” - 

Milly

“On my first day at Homewood I was very worried. I was scared that I would get 
lost and that I would be late for all my lessons or that my lessons would be too 
difficult. As I got off the bus I saw how huge the school was and I worried. I 
wondered how I would get to know my way around the school. The good thing 
is there were loads of helpful staff around to help me find my lessons and all 
the teachers are really supportive. After a tour of the school and within a week I 
started to make friends and find my way around. I had nothing to worry about. My 
favourite lessons are P.E and Art and Miss Beament my PE Teacher is really nice.” - 
Mia

I found coming to Homewood a bit hard to begin with, getting used to homework 
and finding my way around Google Classroom and Bedrock. Luckily I made new 
friends in my class and my form and my form tutor helped me get a bit more 
organised. I’m fine now! - Thomas
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“Top tip: Try to make at least one friend in your new class and you will feel much better because you 
will know someone who is new too.” - Noah

“A top tip I would give to someone new is its best to find people who like the same things as you and 
be kind and understanding because someone else could be experiencing the same feelings as you.” 
- Fearne

“Lunch: The best time of day. My first lunch at Secondary School was when 
I realised how much of a taste difference there was between Primary and 

Secondary School food. There is a super selection of food in the main 
canteen and also mini Food Cubes in different areas of the school.” 

“My top tips are to make acquaintances in your first week, everyone needs 
mates! Everyone is in the same position and it’s good to make new friends. 
Also, get involved - clubs, performances, activities, it’s a good way to meet 

new people from different age categories. Always be kind. Follow the school 
values, it will help you in more ways than you know.”- Micah

“I didn’t really settle in straight away because I was worrying about everything - 
but then I found it wasn’t too bad. The people who really helped me settle were 
my parents and Mrs Hayes. My favourite lesson is English with Mrs Hanson, 
PE with Mrs Jarvis and Art with Mrs Cox. When you start Secondary try and 
talk to people and make friends because I was a bit too quiet. Now I have got a 
few friends and even some in Year 8. Secondary is definately not as scary as I 
thought”- Kacie

“I was scared of meeting new people and I was also afraid of getting lost because my family 
members, who used to attend Homewood, told me how big it is. My first day at Homewood School 
was a little startling - on the plus side, I did make loads of friends, even best friends. By the end 
of the first week, I was friends with almost everyone in my class. Now that I am in Term 2, I have 
progressed in my learning and social skills. I love most of my classes and my teachers were amazing. 
Being at Homewood has really helped me with my learning and understanding of the world, and I 
can’t wait to meet the opportunities that lie ahead of me in the future.” - Sophie

Starting Homewood
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Shoe Box Appeal

Give a precious gift this Christmas
Shoe Box Appeal 2021  

For more information please visit shoeboxappeal.org     
or email: info@blythswood.org   tel. 01349 830777                    
 
Registered charity no. SC048001  Company no. 583493.  Registered address: Highland Deephaven, Evanton, IV16 9XJ

 

One of the first boxes to be 
handed out last winter went  
to four-year-old Ismedin,  
in Gjakova, Kosovo, where  
11 members of his extended 
family occupy a single- 
roomed dwelling.   
 
“They are a very poor family,” 
says shoebox distributor  
Faton Berisha.  “Their living 
conditions are difficult, 
especially in winter.   
 
“Ismedin was very happy  
with his shoebox, especially 
when he found a toy, hat, 
gloves and sweets.   
Each member of the family 
received a box and they were 
so happy to find things which 
they needed, such as shampoo.” 
 
Despite Covid-19 restrictions  
in the UK and Europe, 
Blythswood’s 2020 Shoe  
Box Appeal delivered 75,218 
gift-filled boxes to eight 
countries in Eastern Europe.  

For the last few weeks, all students in Years 7-11 have been involved in the Shoebox 
Challenge during their Character Development time. The challenge was to collect toys 
for underprivileged children within the local area and make a difference to the lives of 
children in poverty or crisis at Christmas. The idea was simple; form groups were to 
wrap and pack shoe boxes with a range of gifts and they will be dropped off at the local 
Salvation Army dropping point. 

It is safe to say that the students absolutely 
smashed the challenge and over 60 boxes were 
received; all filled with wonderful, meaningful 
gifts which are age appropriate for the carefully 
designed shoeboxes. 

We are extremely grateful to all of those who 
contributed to this initiative - very well done!

Miss S Kennett

Movember 2021 
Homewood School has been supporting Movember for the last 9 
years with staff being sponsored to grow moustaches, dye 
moustaches/beards or shave beards. This year staff raised £400, 
bringing our total raised over the years close to £3,000.

Mr Lawrence (Science 
Technician and Lead 
Movember organiser)

The Movember foundation 
champions men’s health around 
the world, raising awareness of 
testicular and prostate cancer, 
along with supporting men’s 
mental health. Movember en-
courages men to look after their 
own health, by funding aware-
ness campaigns and enabling 
them to identify issues and seek 
out help. In addition much of 
the £400 million raised over 
the years has been channelled 
into research into male illness-
es;  Prostate Cancer UK being a 
major beneficiary.

Cakes were delivered to office staff 
and students around the school site 
-all in the Movember cause
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KS3 Artwork - Artist Research Projects

Last term KS3 students studied the artist Pablo Picasso. They made a 2D clay model based on a face 
of their own design and they also created paper collages in the style of Picasso.

The KS3 projects this term have been researching the work of Angie Lewin and William Morris. Scottish  
artist Angie Lewin makes work based on plants, and is inspired by the Scottish Highlands and the salt-
marshes of the Norfolk coast. The students have been drawing and coloring stylized flowers in their own 
designs, and mono-printing onto fabric to explore composition and then sewing into the fabric to create 
more texture.
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School Clubs are Back!

School 
Clubs

Tuesday
Lunchtime (1.00pm - 1.40pm)

GCSE/A-Level Graphics Catch-Up     M. Davies                  C5
Farm                                                      L.Hameed/J.Pearce
Year 9 Clay Club                                  C.Wood                      L22
Young Carers                                       S.Crawford                D7
KS4 SEN Lunch Club (invite only)                                         H1
KS3 SEN Lunch Club (invite only                                          H2
Quiet Lunch Club (invite only)                                               H3
Year 10/11/12/13 Badminton & Table Tennis       S.Kennett/N.Bulless    Sp Hall
Model Railway Club  ‘ Ride the Rails’  R. Friel                         
   
After School

Sixth Form Study Area                        G. Mills                Sixth Form
Year 11 English Revision                    T. Davies                   T7/T8
GCSE Art & Photography Club          A. Hancook                L21
Bronze and Silver D of E Training      L. Johnson               T48/49
GCSE Computer Science Revision    B. Pritchard               G19
Cricket Club for all                               S.Kennett                  Sp Hall
Arts Award Clinic                                 Y. Robinson               J11
GCSE Music Revision                         S. King                        J1
Choir                                                                                         J10
InTo SHIFT Dance Company (Years 7-11) E. Harris                    D12 
GCSE/Sixth Form Dance Revision     E. Harris                     F18
Drama - Acting Up (Year 7 and 8)       A.Francis                    D13

 

Monday

Friday

 

Lunchtime (1.00pm - 1.40pm)

GCSE/ A Level Graphics Catch Up    M.Davies                    C5
Farm                                                     LHM/JPR
English Homework Lunch Club         L.Lee                          L2
Year 11 Art&Textiles                            G.Parry                      L23
Young Carers                                       S.Crawford                D7
KS4 SEN Lunch Club (invite only)                                        H1
KS3 SEN Lunch Club (invite only                                         H2
Quiet Lunch Club (invite only)                                              H3
Year 7/8/9 Badminton and Table Tennis   J. Crittell/J.Whennell    Sp Hall
Running Club for all                            K.Beaument      (Meet by 3G Pitch)

Music Tech Club                                                                             J40

    

 

 

          

Wednesday
Lunchtime (12.45pm - 1.20pm)

KS4/5 MFL Scrabble Club                   A.Boehm                    F6
GCSE A Level Graphics Catch Up     M.Davies                    C5
Farm                                                      L.Hameed/J.Pearce
Year 10/12/13 Clay Catch Up              C.Wood                      L22
Year 11 Art & Textiles                          G.Parry                      L23
Young Carers                                       S.Crawford                D7
KS4 SEN Lunch Club (invite only)                                        H1
KS3 SEN Lunch Club (invite only                                         H2
Quiet Lunch Club (invite only)                                              H3
Year 9 Football Club                            J.Crittell /J.Whennell       3G Pitch
Girls Fitness for all                              K.Beaument /T.Jarvis      Sp Hall
Years 7, 8, 9  Dodgeball                       C.Piper                      Gym
Recorders                                             S.King                       J1
School of Rock                                    Y. Robinson               J10
Guitar Ensemble                                                                     J11
 
After School

Sixth Form Study Area                        G.Mills                   Sixth Form Area

Shrek Rehearsals                                Y.Robinson            Theatre & J11
Netball Club for all                               K.Beaument/T. Jarvis       Sp Hall
GCSE/A Level Art & Textiles               G.Parry                      L23
Sports Leaders                                    S.Kennett               3G Pitch & Gym

Music Tech Club                                  Y.Robinson               J40
Model Railway Club ‘Ride the Rails’  R. Friel 

Thursday
Lunchtime (1.00pm - 1.40pm)

GCSE/A Level Graphics Catch Up   M.Davies                    C5
Chess Club                                        D. Lintern                   G7
Farm                                                    L.Hameed/J.Pearce
Year 10/12/13 Clay Catch Up            C. Wood                     L22             
Young Carers                                     S.Crawford                D7
KS4 SEN Lunch Club (invite only)                                      H1
KS3 SEN Lunch Club (invite only                                        H2
Quiet Lunch Club (invite only)                                             H3
Year 10 & 11 Football Club               S.Kennett/N.Bulless            3G Pitch
Year 7 & 8 Dodgeball                        C.Piper                        Gym
Ukulele Club                                      S.King                         J1
  
After School
Drama - Acting Up (Year 9 up)          A.Francis                    D13
Sixth Form Study Area                      G. Mills               Sixth Form Area
Year 11 English Revision                  T. Davison                  T7/T8
Homework Club (invite only)         P. Russell                   H1
GCSE Computer Science Revision        B. Pritchard               G19
Trampolining Club for all                  C. Piper                      Sp Hall
Samba Band                                                                          J1
SHIFT Dance Company (Years 7-14 invite only)  E.Harris     D12 until 5pm

GCSE/Sixth Form Dance Rehearsals      E.Harris                 F18 until 6pm

     

   

  

  

Lunchtime (1.00pm - 1.40pm)

GCSE/ A-Level Graphics Catch Up   M. Davies                    C5 
Farm                                                     L.Hameed/J.Pearce
GCSE Art & Photography Club          A.Hancock                 L21
KS3 Art Club                                       G. Parry                       L23
Young Carers                                      S.Crawford                  D7
KS4 SEN Lunch Club (invite only)                                         H1
KS3 SEN Lunch Club (invite only)                                         H2
Quiet Lunch Club (invite only)                                               H3
Year 7 & Year 8 Football Club            J.Crittell/J.Whennell    3G Pitch

Studio Apprentices                                                                J40
Keyboard Club                                                                        J10  

After School

Sixth Form Study Area                          G. Mills      Sixth Form Area
GCSE/A Level Art & Textiles               G.Parry                          L23
Homework Club (invite only)               P.Russell                      H1

2021 - 2022



Be Inspired!


