
 

 

 

Guide for Parents/Carers and Students 

Introduction 

 
This guide has been compiled to support the transition of Year 6 students into Year 7 at 
Homewood. 

Transition Timeline 

 

Event Date 

New Parents Information Evening May 

Online meeting at Homewood for parent/carer and 
student 

May/June 

Homewood staff to visit Primary schools May/June 

Induction Week for all Year 6 Students at Homewood Monday 27th to Thursday 30th 
June  

Confirm arrangements for the first day and Community 
contacts  

July (end of summer term) 

Scopay invite and Uniform appointments Summer Holiday 

New Year 7 cohort start at Homewood Thursday 1st September 2022 

Meet the Tutor Evening  November 2022 

Parents Consultation July 2023 
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Communication 

In the first instance the person to contact regarding any general issues should be your 
child’s form tutor. They meet with their form group on four mornings per week and have an 
overview of learning, progress and welfare. Our form tutors will be able to deal with all 
initial enquiries and either give you all the answers you will require or will pass the enquiry 
to the relevant person. 

If you have a subject specific query please contact the class teacher directly or the Key Stage 
3 Co-ordinator for the subject. They will be in possession of all progress information and 
will be in a position to answer any questions you have linked to each subject that your child 
is studying. 

In addition to this each community has a pastoral team who will be able to support you with 
more detailed pastoral and welfare issues. While the Head of Community is always willing 
to discuss any issues, they are not always the best person to contact as they may not have 
all the information you need.  We will write to you confirming your child’s community 
before the end of the summer term.  

 

 

SIMS Parent App - shares information such as attendance, school 
reports and student achievement for your child. You can also access, 
review and request changes to information held on your child. 

 

Google Classroom - Allows parents/carers to be able to view 
homework set for your child and in some cases keep you up to date 
on what they are currently studying 

 

Parent Mail - is an online system we will use to send messages, 
termly newsletters and formal correspondence home.  

  

Twitter:  
https://twitter.com/Homewood_School 
 

Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/HomewoodSchoolSixthFormCentre/ 
 

Instagram: 
https://www.instagram.com/tst_homewood_school/?hl=en 

 

 
Homewood School Website https://www.homewood-school.co.uk/  

 

 
Parents Consultation and Reporting 

 
Parents are invited into school annually to meet with their child’s 
teachers. Students receive two progress updates and one full report 
each academic year. The reporting schedule and guidance is 
available here. 

https://twitter.com/Homewood_School
https://www.facebook.com/HomewoodSchoolSixthFormCentre/
https://www.instagram.com/tst_homewood_school/?hl=en
https://www.homewood-school.co.uk/
https://www.homewood-school.co.uk/108/reporting-and-assessment
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Curriculum 

 

Homewood offers a diverse and exciting curriculum, consisting of different pathways to help 
meet the individual needs and aspirations of our students. 

Year 7 and 8 Curriculum 

 
In Year 7 and 8 students study the following subjects following the National Curriculum. The 
lesson number indicated below is per week. Lessons are 55 minutes in length. 
 
 
 

 
 

Subject Lessons Subject Lessons 

 

English 4 Music 1 

Maths 4 PE 2 

Science 4 Dance 1 

Geography 2 Drama 1 

History 2 Computer Studies 1 

Modern Languages 3 ERS 1 

Art 2 PSHE 1 

 
More detailed information about what is taught each term is available on the website here. 

Year 9 to Year 13 

 

Year 9 Foundation Curriculum 

 
Many families choose Homewood because of the curriculum choice the school 
offers. In Year 9 we ask students to select their own learning pathways outside the 
traditional core of the National Curriculum. More information about Year 9 
Pathway choices can be found here. 

Year 10 
and 11 

Year 10 GCSE (and equivalent) Course Selection 

 
Students in Year 10 will start studying GCSE options that will be examined in Year 
11. Homewood, prides itself on one of the widest course offerings of any English 
state school. The Year 10 options Homewood currently offers is detailed in the Year 
10 Option form found here. 

Year 12 
and 13 

Sixth Form 
 
The vast majority of our Year 11 students remain at Homewood, to join the 
successful Sixth Form. The Sixth Form at Homewood is the fourth best for student 
progress in Kent and once more has a wide curriculum choice. Whilst Sixth Form is 
a few years away for Key Stage 3 students, you may wish to find out more about the 
Sixth Form via the school website here. 

https://www.homewood-school.co.uk/107/subject-information
https://homewoodschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Year-9-Foundation-Curriculum-Booklet.pdf?t=1641980441?ts=1650373367
https://homewoodschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Y10-Course-Selection-Form-2022.pdf?t=1641980406?ts=1650373367
https://www.homewood-school.co.uk/432/what-to-study
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Grouping of Students 

 

Prior to entry, every student will be assessed using a Cognitive Abilities Test (CAT) which 
produces a score that signifies potential. We will use this score to group students initially into 
teaching groups. There are regular assessment reviews and we reserve the right to move 
students when their academic and or welfare progress necessitates it.  
 

Grammar Plus 
Stream (GPS) 

Follow the National Curriculum. The GPS is made up of students who have 
passed the 11+ or the Homewood Test. 

Mixed Ability Follow the National Curriculum.  

Supported Follow the National Curriculum. Students are supported in some subjects 
by an additional adult in the classroom.  

Highly 
Supported 

Follow the National Curriculum. Students are supported in the majority of 
their lessons by an additional adult in the classroom, they will see less 
teachers more of the time over the school week.  

Key Skills Follow the National Curriculum. Students will be supported by additional 
adults and a specialist teacher, they will see less teachers more of the time 
over the school week.  

 

Pastoral Care 

 
Alongside the teaching staff, Homewood offers highly experienced and skilled pastoral support 
teams which are divided into separate Communities. There are five Communities in which 
students will remain in from Year 7 to 11, they are called Pioneer, Endeavour, Fortitude, Quest 
and Voyager.  These Communities operate as schools within a school, providing personalised 
support for students. Each Community has a dedicated support team, whose roles are 
summarised below.  
 

Heads of Community Each Community is led by a member of the Senior Leadership team. 

Assistant Head of 
Community 

Responsible for pastoral and welfare within each Community. 

Family Liaison Officer Support families with pastoral and welfare issues. 

Community 
Coordinator 

The main point of contact if you wish to contact a Community Office. 

Lead Practitioner Responsible for student achievement within the Community. 

Form Tutor First port of call for parents/carers and students. 
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E-Learning Scheme  

Overview  

 
Technology is part of the everyday life of the average child. Recent research by Ofcom found that 
six year-olds have the same understanding of communications technology as 45-year-olds, and a 
“millennium generation” of 14- and 15-year-olds are the most tech-savvy in the UK. Our vision is 
for Homewood students and teachers to use technology in a blended learning environment, 
complementing existing teaching styles by using Chromebooks to enhance and in some cases 
transform students’ learning experiences. We continue to value the importance of ensuring that 
all our students, without exception, are able to read and write fluently and are fully numerate. 
We see mobile technology as an additional tool to continue to enhance opportunities for 
students to excel in these areas.  
 

What is the e-Learning Scheme?  

 
The e-Learning scheme at Homewood is an initiative to help raise children’s attainment through 
the use of technology. It is not limited to computing lessons but should impact all areas of the 
curriculum. The scheme involves multiple areas of training and investment. We have been, and 
will continue to train staff on ways to implement technology in the classroom, as well as training 
on specific software. We can provide a Chromebook for each student along with a case, the 
relevant security and management software, as well as warranty and insurance.  
 

What does it cost?  

 
We ask parents to contribute towards the scheme, not the device. The scheme costs the school 
money in lots of different areas and the contributions are to assist with overall running costs, 
not simply the device cost. The most recent device we have used is a HP Chromebook 11G9 EE 
due to its more robust nature - which is very useful in a school environment. The suggested 
contributions change year on year depending which device we have selected, we can inform you 
that last year’s device saw a suggested donation of £13 per month for three years.  
 

Will you own the device?  

 
We are asking you to contribute towards a scheme not the Chromebook, however we hope to be 
in a position to offer the device to you at the end of the 3-year lease period. The scheme is there 
to enhance your child’s learning during their time at Homewood School. If your child was to 
leave the school before the end of the 3-year period, the device would need to be returned to the 
school. No refunds would be given. Can the student take the device home? Students will be 
expected to take the device home and keep it charged for use in school the next day. Students 
will also be able to use the device to enable a wider range of homework. As part of the scheme 
you will be included in the school’s management software. This will allow students to log on to 
their school account and let them safely access school assigned software. There is still the 
parental responsibility of keeping track of how your child is using the device when they are at 
home. 
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Equipment 

All Homewood students are encouraged to be ready for their learning at the start of 
each day.  

It is worthwhile keeping a copy of their timetable at home, so students can check what 
their school day looks like. Things to consider will be the need for PE Kit (Dance, Drama 
and PE), lunch arrangements and any after school activities they are taking part in. It is 
a good idea to encourage preparations for the school day the evening before. 
 
Before your child leaves for Homewood, please check their uniform and equipment. 
 
Students should possess a suitable school bag (large enough to accommodate the 
Chromebook). Separate bags may be required for PE kit etc. 
 

Essential Desirable 
• Generously sized pencil case  
• Blue or black rollerball pens/biros 
• HB pencils 
• Pencil sharpener 
• Rubber 
• 30cm ruler (folding ones often better) 
• Compass 
• 360-degree protractor 
• Set square 
• Scientific calculator (Casio fx-85GTX) 
• Plastic/cardboard folder to store work 
• Reading book  

• Set of colouring pencils 
• Glue stick 
• Safety scissors  

 

SEND 

 
There is a dedicated page on the school website regarding Year 6 SEND transition, it can be 
found here. The page includes information about learning support at Homewood, advice from 
current students and some transition activities.  
 

Scopay 

 
Is used to provide secure payment for parents/carers for the canteen and school trips. The 
school canteen is cashless and the Scopay account is linked to each individual student's 
thumbprint.  
 
https://www.scopay.com/homewood 

 
 
 
 

https://www.homewood-school.co.uk/1383/year-6-transition-send
https://www.scopay.com/homewood
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Transport 

 

Car Drop off/collection should not be on the school site. Please arrange a place to collect 
your child off site at the end of the day. 

Bike There is a bike shed where bikes can be safely stored at the lower end of the school 
near the LIFE Centre. 

Walk Students who walk to school can enter from any entrance, but must leave the school 
each day at the Mansion entrance.  

Bus With the nature of Homewood being in a rural location, there are a number of bus and 
coach services which come into the school to drop off and pick up students. We have a 
map of all bus routes compiled which is available here. 

 

Uniform 

 
For information about school uniform please refer to the letter dated 4/5/22. 
 
Fitting appointments for new Year 7 students can be booked now; please see the Simmonds flyer 
for more information and for a link which allows you to book your appointment. A 10% discount 
will be offered on purchases made between 28th July and 26th August. Please book your 
appointment before the end of May but please be aware that the booking system will soon be 
open to students across the school so an early response is advisable. 
 
Images of the school uniform are available here. 
 
Further guidance about other elements of school uniform is available here. 

Student Absence 

 

It is the parents' responsibility to contact the school on the first day that their child is absent and 
every day of absence thereafter. The parent should give the name of their child, their tutor group 
and the reason for absence. This can be done by: 
 
Absence line on: 01580 767048                                Email: absenceline@homewood.kent.sch.uk 

 
There is more guidance about student absence on the school website.  
 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Will my child receive subject specialist teaching? 

 
The size of Homewood means we do not have teachers teaching outside their specialism. The 
school is currently fully staffed.  
  
 

https://homewoodschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/School-Bus-Routes-2021.pdf?t=1638286349?ts=1650894253
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K8lPwowgT-ogeV7vUH7jiQ5WD7EXKdoG/view
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1gu9HwqMB4Jd53uLQYCrayzawpFvFRuET/edit#slide=id.p2
https://drive.google.com/file/d/136XeQgE2jZ6kHMP6OZT_QxVptJE9zgO0/edit
mailto:absenceline@homewood.kent.sch.uk
https://www.homewood-school.co.uk/71/student-absence
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Will my child receive home learning? 
 
Yes, home learning at secondary school makes a huge difference in achievement. Students who 
complete home learning can make up to 6 months more progress than a child who does not.  
What is the policy on mobile phones? 

 
There is now considerable evidence that mobile phone use at school can have a negative impact 
on student progress, therefore we insist that mobile phones should be switched off and stored in 
a safe place. Students bring them to school at their own risk. 
 
Do students have lockers? 

 
Homewood does not have lockers for students to store belongings.  
 
How do I contact the school nurse? 

 
The school operates a medical facility staffed by the school nurse. 
 
You should contact the school nurse when:  
 

1. A student will be using crutches around the school site.  
2. Change in medical condition, new illnesses or a hospital admission.  

 
Telephone: 01580 764222 ext 2297   Email: nurse@homewood.kent.sch.uk 

 
What enrichment opportunities are on offer? 
 
In a normal academic year Homewood runs over 100 different school trips linked to the 
curriculum, both at home and overseas. There are also a range of opportunities available at 
lunch time and after school, the current list is available on the school website. 
 
What happens in induction week? 
 
Induction week is 4 days this year running from Monday 27th to Thursday 30th June, during 
which students will be guided through what life is like at Homewood including:  
 

• Learning how to get on the bus at the end of the school day and how to use the canteen. 
• Registering their thumb print 
• Homewood Test (for those who did not do the test in December). 
• Using the Knowledge and Information Centre, otherwise known as our school library  
• Experiencing a range of subject lessons throughout the week 
• On the final day of induction week we have a celebration just for Year 6 , which we call 

Fun on the Field 

We will be in contact before induction week with further details.  

What other information is useful to know? 

 
There is a part of the Homewood website that is dedicated to parent/carer information here. 

mailto:nurse@homewood.kent.sch.uk
https://www.homewood-school.co.uk/73/school-clubs
https://www.homewood-school.co.uk/96/e-learning
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Quick Links 

 
School Day 
 

Term Dates 
 
School Newsletters 
 

School Clubs 
 
Subject Information 
 
 

 

 

https://www.homewood-school.co.uk/100/times-of-the-school-day
https://www.homewood-school.co.uk/99/term-dates
https://www.homewood-school.co.uk/130/newsletters
https://www.homewood-school.co.uk/73/school-clubs
https://www.homewood-school.co.uk/107/subject-information

