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Message from the Principal
I hope that you all managed to have a rest over the May holiday and that the new term has started 
well for you.  Hopefully you have all been able to get back into the swing of things quickly, now being 
very accustomed to the staggered school day and year group bubble structure.

Thank you for continuing to co-operate so fully with wearing face masks in communal areas of the 
school and with carrying out your Lateral Flow Tests at home.  I have been really impressed with the 
way in which you have all responded during these challenging times.  It is obviously so 
important that we all continue to do everything possible to keep ourselves and others within our 
school community as safe as possible.  Thank you!
 
As many of you have noted, school leaders are continuing to visit lessons to see how you are getting 
on with your work and learning.  This is also providing us with an excellent opportunity to remind 
you of the school’s high expectations and of our use of the Homewood Habits to maintain standards, 
support your development and help you achieve overall success.  Do not therefore be surprised if 
staff continue to refer to the Homewood Habits (both in and out of lessons) in order to help further 
promote a positive and purposeful school community for everyone.  The Homewood Habits 
obviously cover a number of related areas, but you might want to think about your approach to the 
following as an immediate starting point as we settle back into school life for this final term:
 
1. I try my hardest at all times – to enable you to maximise your Learning
 
2. I do as I am asked, the first time I am asked – to help ensure that our school 
            environment is based on Respect
 
3. I wear my school uniform with pride – to help create a further sense of 
           Belonging
 
I hope that you enjoy reading the latest edition of your college newsletter.
 
Best wishes,
Mr Single
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Message from Discovery College

Dear Discovery College, 

I hope this newsletter finds you well. 

Year 8 have chosen their curriculum pathways for Year 9 and will soon find out the College they will 
be placed in up until Year 11. The Discovery College team will be meeting with your new College so 
we can pass on all the relevant information about you. Your Year 9 curriculum will be different from 
Discovery College, due to you no longer being with the same people in every lesson and also the 
many new subjects you will study as well as a new form tutor.

My belief in Year 8 being the best 
ever year group Homewood has 
ever had when they are examined 
for their GCSE subjects in Year 11, I 
still stand by this. You are a fantastic 
group of young people with a great 
work ethic. However, when moving 
to your new College and meeting 
new teachers, do remember ‘you 
never get a second chance to make a 
first impression’.

Year 7, you have a huge responsibil-
ity as role models for our new Year 
6 students. When we all return to 
school please support them by living 
out the Homewood Habits every day 
and making our new members of Discovery College feel welcome. 

Year 7 will have a full video conference based parent/carer consultation this academic year on the 
7th and 14th July. This is an opportunity for parents/carers to speak to teachers about their child’s 
progress to date. Information on how to book appointments will follow in June. 

Best wishes,

Mr Lawson
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Message from I College Staff
A note from Mrs Ross-Smith (Assistant Head of I-College)

Hello all
Welcome to another edition of the  newsletter. I don’t know about you but this term and indeed this 
year is flying by. I cannot believe we are in June already.

It was Ernie’s 1st birthday at the 
weekend. It only seems yesterday I was 
including photos of him as a tiny puppy in 
our newsletter. Here he is on his birthday 
together with one of him with Barney on 
the sofa where they should not be!

Everyone has now settled back into school life even with the ongoing restrictions of bubbles and face 
masks. I have been very impressed with how our students have adapted to this. Hopefully the end is 
now in sight and this will not be for too much longer.

We are now looking ahead to the interviews for our next year 7’s. I cannot believe our current Year 7’s 
have nearly completed their first year! They have settled in brilliantly and we are very proud of how 
they have managed their transition to secondary school in the most unusual of circumstances.

Our Year 11’s also deserve a special mention. They have come to the end of their assessment period 
and have managed what has been an unsettling time with good humour and resilience. We wish them 
every success both with their grades and their future career paths and look forward to hearing about 
what I anticipate will be their many successes.

 I hope you all had a lovely half term. Let’s hope the sun keeps shining!

A note from Mrs Farrell (Head of I-College)

Well last term has whizzed by and I am certainly enjoying the lighter evenings and warmer weather.  It 
has been fantastic to be back in school with a new sense of purpose and seeing the excellent learning 
and enthusiasm of our students.  

I would like to thank all our students and their families for the commitment that they have shown to 
their learning this year and particularly since we have returned to school.  The students should expect 
that they will have assessments in most subjects during the summer term and it is a good idea to start 
preparing for these so you do not end up doing last minute and less effective cramming.    Being well 
prepared will help you to feel calm and collected during this time.  The assessments will be used to 
help us to help you in the future.

I hope that you are enjoying reconnecting with friends and family over the last few weeks, please stay 
safe.
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Have Your Say!

Street is like Hip hop but less movement. You do a lot of dances 
and it’s very complicated but at the same time it’s easy. There are 
so many moves and at the end of the term the teacher shouts out 
a street jazz move we gotta do. If you get all them right you can 
move up a level.

An introduction to Street Dance by Ieva (Year 7)

Homewood has given me many opportunities to overcome my fears and to make 
new friends. I love Homewood very much. I’m so glad I came here. Everyone in 
Discovery is so caring and friendly and helps me with friendship problems and any 
worries I have. 

My favorite lessons are  science, maths and geography. Miss Ellingson helps me in 
science when I am stuck or don’t understand homework. It has also helped me get 

better at maths and in geography we have Mr Lawson. He is very good at teaching us. My friends have 
helped me through things and stayed by my side at all times.

Everyone in Homewood is so kind and considerate to me and I have realised that it is where I belong. 
All my friends in Homewood are like family to me. At breaks we laugh and giggle about silly things and at 
lunch have fun whilst sitting in the canteen. My class (7C) always makes jokes during class and all of our 
teachers laugh at them which makes our class happy and bright towards the day and that’s why I love 
Homewood.

A day in the life of a Homewood student … by Megan 
(Year 7)

An introduction to my hobby: Mechanics by Mason (Year 7)

My hobby is mechanical work because I find it fun to do and joyful when I’m bored 
and have nothing to do. I like all things that involve cars and bikes. I know a lot 
about engines like the fuel and air mixes together and then the spark plugs spark 
and there’s a little explosion that pushes the piston down which causes the car to 
move and the drive shaft goes to the front and back axle for the car to move.                                              

This is an example of the pistons working in a 
engine.

Join Tenterden Boxing Club - by Will (Year 8)
Are you looking to get back fit and healthy like you were before 
lockdown?! Then it is the perfect place for you! It will help you 
burn off all the little treats you have had during lock down and the 
good thing is that it only costs £4.00 per session. 

There are lots of different days if you want to change it up a bit 
and don’t worry if you have never gone to boxing and you don’t 
know the first thing about it then don’t worry because all the 
coaches are really encouraging and they will help you get fit and 
also learn how to box! Don’t be shy just contact them on facebook 
to book your first boxing session, you can join at any age! 
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Have Your Say!
Sports Leaders by Niamh (Year 8)

Hi, my name is Niamh. I am in Year 8 at 
Homewood school. Toward the end of 
the most recent lockdown, I got an email 
saying that I was one of the 10 people 
chosen to be a part of the Sports Leader-
ship programme.  The Sports Leadership 
programme is a programme that teaches 
children different sport skills and also 
how to lead other people in sports. We 
will get the opportunity to go into primary 
schools,  for example, and lead their P.E 
lessons.   I was over the moon as I love 
anything to do with sports. Unfortunately, 
as we were not in school, we weren’t able 
to meet with anyone yet.   We were doing 
most of our work over our computers and 
then we went back to school.

We met one lunch time for about five min-
utes and we met each other for the first time. Some of us already knew each other but this was the 
first time we had been together in one place. I could already tell from the jokes and the laughs that 
we were going to have so much fun!

Our first session was great ! We all got to know each other better and we played some really funny 
games. We did some trust exercises and by the end we all felt much more comfortable with each oth-
er.   We were laughing for the entire session and overall it was a really good experience. 

We have recently been taught different leader-
ship qualities and how to utilize those in a session 
with younger children, for example.  Over the past 
couple of weeks, each of us has been planning a 
demonstration of a sport to teach to our fellow 
leaders. We needed to have clear instructions, en-
gaging drills and be able to help and give feedback 
to others. As me and my friend are also a part of 
and are on the netball team, we decided to teach 
them the different passes and how to use them in 
a game. We then finished off with a drill that we 
created ourselves. I cannot wait to be taught even 
more skills by my other leaders!

Altogether, I am so grateful to have been selected out of so many people to be able to have this amaz-
ing opportunity. I cannot wait to increase my knowledge of different sports and to develop my skills 
even further.  I am excited to learn leadership qualities and to make so many fun memories with 
people who love sport just as much as I do! 

Year 10 Sports Leaders collecting their 
Level 1 certificates in Sport Leadership



June 2021

Have Your Say!
A day in the Respite Room by Megan (Year 7)

After spending a few days in the Respite room it isn’t as bad as people 
may think. The teachers are very nice and calm, they don’t yell and the 
other students aren’t very loud. When you get into the room, you find 
your year group’s table and sit down then you open up a chrome book 
and begin your work. You can take your time when working and there 
are multiple teachers to help you if you don’t understand something.

If you finish your work early or can’t find any work for a specific 
lesson you can draw or whisper to other students on your table. You 
have to be quiet as there are many other students working and being 
loud may disrupt them. You’re allowed to the toilet at any time as long 
as you ask but in break time you can go without asking. On some of 
the tables there are packets of colouring pens and some have 
computers on them. 

There are many reasons for students to be in the respite room like tu-
toring, to calm down if they’re nervous and if they’ve been in trouble, some people also come in here 
during break if they don’t like how loud it is in the courts.

I recommend coming in here if you’re nervous or need calming down, I don’t recommend getting into 
trouble to come in the Respite room but if you do get in trouble it’s a very calm room and 
prepares you to return to lessons.

Netball club by Violet (Year 7)
Netball is a club they do after school. The netball club is on a 
Wednesday from 2:30 - 3:30 in the Sports Hall. This is opposite the 
3G pitch. They do different training ideas each week and then 30 
minutes of games. They get put into a team and work on what posi-
tions you play and you work on what you have been practising that 
week. This happens once every 2 weeks. I love this because it is 
very active and if you don’t like one position you can always change. 
This is why I find netball a fun and active sport.

Join the Homewood Cricket club and have fun in the sun!
By Oscar

Do you want to do some fun, exercise and make many new friends whilst 
doing it?
If so, then the Homewood school cricket club is the place for you.

We meet on a Tuesday after school from 3:20pm to 4:30pm. We play with 
soft air balls to practice our techniques and fun games. We also get to train  
with hard balls, nets and pads for more competitive games and competitions. 
We are all hoping to be playing against other schools soon.
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Have Your Say!

There is a planet  full of life and wonders but this planet is dying,
A species known as humans are killing their own home,
The other animals on this planet ( deemed unimportant by the self 
proclaimed Kings ) 
Burn and scream in the heat of the sun, 
the humans fill their seas with plastic and their skies with fumes,
 they cut down the trees leaving the defenseless animals in the 
crossfire,
 They destroy the forests for pointless products they could sell,
The humans relish in their corrupt money, for nothing means more 
to them,
The planet burns and all that live there dies, nothing can stop the 
endless reign of the humans.
The Age of Life is over, it is time for the Age of Money.  

A Dying Planet By Tiberius (Year 7)

Do you ever find that people judge you too much? Never 
have a friend who will listen to all your problems? Are 
your friends too busy to come round? Well horses are the 
solution to that problem, they are very empathic creatures 
and although they might not quite understand what you’re 
saying they know from the tone of voice that you’re upset, 
angry or annoyed at something. They are always there to 
comfort you when you’re down and cheer you up with a 
peaceful ride.

Horses are gentle and listen intently to every word and 
syllable of your sentence, they won’t judge you for being annoyed at that certain thing and they 
won’t think that what you are wearing is silly, they will just be thrilled to see you so they have 
company too. If you think that talking to a horse is weird, it is but it can also be very therapeutic 
if you are struggling with something to just have someone to listen to you and not interrupt or 
ask you questions about it and just accept it then talk to them they are always for you. 

Why Horses are Wonderful by Charlotte (Year 8)



Mr Doodle donates £10,000 to the 
Graphics Department at Homewood

an article by Kiera (Year 12)
 Sam Cox is an artist who is best known as Mr Doodle. He recently donated £10,000 to the Graphics 
and art department at Homewood school and Sixth Form Centre. I asked Sam Cox’s former graphics 
teacher Mr Davies a few questions.

 How do you know Mr Doodle?

  “I first met Sam Cox when he was around 
14 and    took GCSE Graphics. He was a shy 

and quiet pupil who was obviously very 
talented… his style of ‘doodling’ started 

to emerge in the A level course, at the end 
of his A level course I booked a small art 

gallery in Whitstable where people started 
buying his work. The rest is history.”

How has Mr Doodle contributed to the Graphics 
Department since leaving Homewood?

“Sam has never forgotten Homewood and the opportuni-
ties that the school gave him. He often visits the school to 
help out students by attending art exhibitions, run work-
shops activities with pupils, judge competitions, paint 
murals within our building and most recently donating 
£10,000. As a department and school we are so proud 
of everything he has achieved and continues to inspire 
many of our existing pupils, demonstrating what can be 
achieved if you work hard and never give up.”

What are you planning on doing with the money?
 “I promised him that we would spend it on something that would benefit as many 
art graphics students as possible for years to come... as a department we have 
discussed several ideas including plans on improving our photographic studio and 
screen-printing facilities.... we are excited about the potential this will offer current 
and future art and graphics students and cannot thank Mr Doodle enough for his 
incredible generosity.”        

June 2021
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Band Panic from Homewood School will be taking part in 
a 10 hour music marathon in order to raise money for 
Demelza. This will be taking place on Saturday 12th 
June. It was supposed to be before Christmas but covid...! 
Again...!

We really want to raise money for this charity as it is our 
chosen charity for our College at school. Last year, we 
were fortunate enough to have met one of the children 
from the hospice and this is what really inspired us to 
fundraise for them. Our challenge will involve us playing/
performing/jamming/rehearsing for 10 hours straight (with minimal breaks) from 8am until 6pm. 

Please sponsor us and support us in our charity event. Unfortunately due to Covid, we will only be 
able to add live updates throughout the day on our social media pages as no one outside our school 
bubble will be allowed to enter the performing area. 

It is important to remember why we fundraise. This is how important Demelza are for disabled young 
children and their families...When a child is born with or develops a terminal condition, the emotion-
al and physical impact affects the whole family and can be overwhelming. At Demelza, they focus on 
supporting each child, young person and family they work with to achieve the best possible life.

Charity fundraiser from Homewood Band

Band Panic. Late 2019, saw the creation of the pop-rock band that 
runs popular in Kent county. The band consists of lead singers: 
Tusniwan Sharp and Olivia Clark; guitarist: Josh Dale; technician: Aaron 
Varghese and drummer: Jenson Kennett. They have a long history 
with performances including a performance in Tenterden Town Hall, a 
gig at the NME award winning venue ‘The Forum’ in Tunbridge Wells 
along with other successful performances around the school site. 

To raise money for our chosen charity of Demelza House, Band Panic 
have decided to do a 10 Hour Music Marathon. With donations from 
many, we hope to raise as much as we can for the kindness of 
Demelza.

Demelza provides specialist care and emotional support for children 
with serious or terminal conditions and their loved ones, so they can 
enjoy time together as family, for as long as they have and with this 
in mind, as a band and as a school will do all we can to aid in 
their work.

We chose Demelza House to fund raise for as it was picked by the 
students of our year. We collectively saw the good they were doing 
and we are doing this marathon to be a part of it. We aim to play 
music for 10 hours on Saturday 12th June to raise money for them.
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Year 7 and Year 8 Easter Egg Scavenger hunt

Honey Jack

Belgian Children’s News
Following the sad news of the death of HRH Prince Philip, 
there has been worldwide news coverage of the event. Ella 
from 7a was asked to send in a video to the Belgian equiva-
lent of Newsround called Karrewiet to talk about the death of 
HRH Prince Philip.

Here’s the link https://www.ketnet.be/themas/karrewiet/
wereld/prins-philip-is-gestorven

During the week before our Easter break 
Discovery staff took photos of the Easter 
Bunny around the school and posted them 
on the Discovery Google Classroom. The 
first Year 7 and Year 8  who found him 
won an Easter egg. Pictured above are the 
winners who found the Easter bunny and 
won Easter eggs as prizes.

Erin

Shrek the Musical
The Performing Arts Department are excited to finally announce that 
Homewood will be putting on a full production of Shrek the Musical in 
March 2022.

If you would be interested in helping and being 
part of the production team we would warmly 
welcome you to support us.  The production 
requires lots of set, costumes, stage makeup, 
backstage roles and with lots of cast members 
due to the number of fairy tale characters 
involved. I am currently trying to think how we 
can make Pinocchio’s nose extend on stage and 
convince the technical team to let me have a 
flying dragon.

If you would like to be in the live band, we require all and every 
instrument known to man (this is the biggest band needed since Les 
Miserables in 2015).  

This is a really lovely way of working with different members of the 
school, staff and students.  If you would like to be part of the production 
team, please email y.robinson@homewood.kent.sch.uk

Charity fundraiser from Homewood Band



SORA ELECTRONIC 
LIBRARY

Request what book 
you would like
library@homewood.
kent.sch.uk

Contact The Library Staff 
for more information

TN30 6LT
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Library Corner



Young Adult Literature Ballot
Those students who have used the library in the past 
know that there is a section that is only open to Year 9 
and above.  The section is called Young Adult Literature 
(YAL).  We’re considering allowing Year 8 students to 
borrow books from that section when we are allowed to 
open again.  We would like to find out if getting permis-
sion to borrow these types of books would encourage 
you to read more?

YAL is written especially for teens/young adults, hoping to give them a more mature understanding 
of self and the world.  It often involves an individual similar in age to the reader who is often trying 
to make sense of the world around them.  

YAL can cover a wide range of genres and  sometimes contains heavier themes such as suicide, 
abuse, teenage pregnancy, cancer, rape and so forth. However the stories do not normally include 
explicit detail.

We have a simple, two question, form which we would like you to complete at 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdugmSZ5y5pKurtN0VKVM1hhHsOdg-U9LCUwu3l-
rOlz5psaQQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Library Corner

Help us win £5000 for the school library!

Our school library is important for both academic achievement and 
reading for pleasure.

Help us win £5,000 of National Book Tokens for the school library - 
and get £100 for yourself! 

Just enter the competition online, it only takes a minute: https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/
schools

Every nomination gives us a better chance of winning so please take a minute to enter.

Closing date is Saturday 31st July 2021 
and the winner will be announced in the Autumn Term

Our School Needs you!



Did you Know.... Shakespeare
William Shakespeare was probably born on 23rd April 1564 in Stratford Upon Avon.  We 
don’t know the exact date of his birth but most babies were baptised within 3 days of birth 
at that time and William was baptised on 26th April. 

His father was John Shakespeare, a glove maker and his mother was Mary Arden. William 
had seven brothers and sisters, although three children died when they were young.

We know that Willliam received an education as he attended a local grammar school from 7 
to 15 years of age.

William married Anne Hathaway when he was eighteen years old and they had three chil-
dren; Susanna followed by twins, Judith and Hamnet.  Hamnet died 
when he was 11 years old

By the time he was 28 years old he was established as a playwright, 
with at least seven plays already written, and was an actor in Lon-
don as part of a theatre company called ‘The Lord Chamberlain’s 
Men’. 

The group opened their own theatre in 1599.  It’s name?  The Globe. 
It is probably one of the most famous theatres in the world.

But The Globe theatre you can visit today on the banks of the riv-
er Thames in London, is not the original.  That burned to the ground in 1613 when, during 
a performance of Henry VIII, a cannon set fire to the thatched roof.  Luckily there were no 
casualties except for a man whose trouser caught alight.  Apparently someone threw a bottle 
of ale over him to put the fire out!  

In 1997, after almost thirty years of fundraising and research, the New Globe Theatre was 
opened a street away from where the original had stood.  You can visit the theatre (Covid 
restrictions permitting) and, if you do, make sure you get a tour where you’ll learn lots of 
interesting stories about the theatre.

In 1597, aged 33, Shakespeare bought New Place.  New Place was the largest house in Strat-
ford Upon Avon with an estimated 20-30 rooms - I don’t think I’d enjoy the housework 
there!  It was the Shakespeare family home until he died. Shakespeare split his time between 
London and Stratford Upon Avon - a travelling time of two to three days!  

Shakespeare survived three outbreaks of plague, one was in the year he was born when 200 
people died in Stratford Upon Avon.

William Shakespeare died on 23rd April 1616 (yes, on his birthday) aged just 52 years old. 

June 2021
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You think you don’t know any Shakespeare?  Think again.
During his lifetime his works included 38 plays and 154 sonnets.  It is said that he introduced 
thousands of new words and phrases to the English language.  Let’s see if you recognise any of 
them in the section below.

Many people think that Shakespeare is part of the past but...have you 

had to break the ice with people you’ve just met?  Ever said 

your friend has a heart of gold or maybe they’re a tower 
of strength? Is your Chromebook as dead as a door-
nail just as you need to start your homework?  Have you been 

told your bedroom is an eyesore or has someone said you’ll 

eat (them) out of house and home?  Did you eat too 

many Easter eggs - so you had too much of a good thing? 

Never mind, what’s done is done. Hopefully you’ve never 

had a teacher tell you’ve shown disgraceful conduct!  Or, for 

goodness sake had a pitched battle with your brother or sister 

because they wouldn’t give you elbow room? 

If you’ve ever used any of the phrases in bold, you are probably 
using words that Shakespeare either invented or wrote down for the 
first time.  See if you can find out more words or phrases attributed 
to Shakespeare.  You may be very surprised how many are still being 
used today.

If you’d like to learn more about Shakespeare you 
can visit Stratford Upon Avon once things open up 
again where you can go to some of the places 
associated with Shakespeare and his family (al-
though New Place no longer
exists).   The New Globe Theatre in London runs 
regular tours, again once they’re allowed to open 
with Covid restrictions.  Or you can visit the official 
website www.shakespeare.org.uk where you can 
read about his work and life or listen to podcasts.
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Did you Know.... Shakespeare



PE Lunchtime Clubs 2021

Day & Time Year Group and
Duty Staff

Activity and Place

Monday
11.40 - 12.05

Y9 NBU
Y9 CRJ

Football: 3G
Badminton: Sports Hall

Tuesday
13.00 - 13.30

Y11 NBU
Y8 SKN
Y11 CDO

Football: 3G
Badminton: Sports Hall
Basketball: Gym

Wednesday
12.25 - 12.55

Y10 JWE
Y7 KBE

Football: 3G
Badminton: Sports Hall

Thursday
13.00 - 13.30

Y8 SKN
Y11 NBU

Football: 3G
Badminton: Sports Hall

Friday
13.35 - 14.05

Y7 KBE
Y10 JWE

Football: 3G
Badminton: Sports Hall

June 2021

PE Clubs are back! 
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“The atmosphere this term at after-school PE clubs has been incredible. We have seen so many ath-
letes from all different year groups and across a range of different activities. It is great to see every-
one so enthusiastic to be active again after a difficult time in lockdown being unable to get involved 
in so much. Just a reminder below of the clubs timetable, please come along to as many clubs as you 
can! They are all inclusive which means anyone is welcome of any ability! Just check out which day 
your year group can attend to ensure we stay in year group bubbles.” 

Get Involved!

“FIXTURES UPDATE: 

We will hope to 
commence some fixtures in the 
summer term whilst keeping to 
the relevant covid-19 guidance. 

It will be exciting to finally 
compete again against other 

schools in the area and we send 
good luck to all of our teams 
who will be training for these. 
Remember, most of our school 
teams are inclusive, meaning 

you are able to come to training 
and trial out for the teams. If 

you are able and committed, you 
may well be selected to represent 

Homewood. Get involved!”
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The Retreat Animal Rescue and Education
The Retreat is a local animal rescue charity  founded in 1989 out 
of frustration at the way the human race treats animals. The 
Retreat is a rescue centre which saves 
tormented, abused, sick, injured 
and unwanted animals from certain 
death.

Their rescued animals include: 
ex-race horses, ex-riding school ponies, injured live export sheep, 

cows saved from slaughter, ex-petting farm goats, injured birds, ferrets, Christmas turkeys, worn-out bat-
tery hens, disabled non-releasable wildlife, fish, small domestics, old or feral and FIV cats, and dogs who 
have failed behaviour tests in other dog homes.  The Retreat offers 
specialised care for the animals who they take in. We are a not-for-profit organisation and all the Trustees 
and most of the volunteers being vegan.

 All funds raised go to the welfare of the animals, being cared for. We also 
use the funds for The Retreat’s facilities and where possible, animals are 
re-homed in permanent, loving homes.  The Retreat operates a genuine 
no-kill policy.

 Their site accommodates the main rescue centre and, wildlife hospital 
to deal with most animal intakes and emergencies, together with the 
permanent horses, cows and sheep residents. They now have ample 
room to care for more animals, our intensive and equine 
re-homing centre, along 
with care-for-life wildlife 
and exotics.

20,000+ saved in 30 years

All the animals are given 
the time, veterinary care 
and love they need to 
recover before being 
re-homed.  If a suitable 
home cannot be found 
they are never killed, they 
simply stay at The 
Retreat for the rest of 
their lives. The Retreat is a not-for-profit 

organisation and rely on kind 
donations to keep the charity running.

The number of animals 
being cared for by The 
Retreat is over 1,000 
at any one time

It’s a REAL TREAT to go to the Animal 
RETREAT Rescue Sanctuary!

Some of our Year 7 and 10 students have a very exciting opportunity this term 
that involves them engaging in some community outreach and volunteering. The 
students will be travelling on the minibus to High Halden with Miss Kennett where 
they will get to visit and help out at The Retreat Animal Rescue Sanctuary in High 
Halden [www.retreatanimalrescue.org.uk].

Some of the jobs they may have to perform include cleaning out, feeding animals 
and helping the team to organise the charity shop. Working with animals is fun but 
very hard work and students should be prepared to work 
in all weather conditions so must be prepared for this. 
They should get the opportunity to work with horses, 

domestic animals, farmed animals and wildlife. 

We hope that all of the students get a lot out of the 
experience and thoroughly enjoy it. Hopefully more students will be able to 
experience similar opportunities to this and can get out into the community 
to help others. After all, when ‘you do good, you feel good!’.

Alfie Year 10
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Eco-friendly section
How can I be more eco-friendly and help the environment?

Use reusable cups, bags and water bottles
Trying to reduce the amount of plastic waste can be difficult as disposables are offered all the time. 
When purchasing a drink, maybe you don’t really need a straw or the lid? And consider not using a 
bag, or maybe bring your own? There are some great designs and styles of recycled bags available 
that can be used over and over again. If you love using straws there are options such as biodegradable 
paper as well as bamboo.

Choose Aluminum every time!
Often, vending machines and shops offer a wide range of soft drinks in plastic, aluminum or glass 
bottles. The most eco friendly is aluminum as it can be recycled indefinitely.

Ice Cream Cones are cool
Ice cream is great in the hot weather but maybe choose 
cones rather than Sundaes or icecream in tubs (plus you can 
eat the cones!) If you’re really organised and on a family day 
out remembering metal spoons from home would be ideal.

Give experience gifts
Perhaps you could give a gift certificate to 
your friends rather than buying a present. 
Sometimes a gift certificate can mean so 
much more with ideas such as seeing a 

movie together, bowling, or lunch. This type 
of gift-giving puts emphasis on time 
together for meaningful friendships.

Use less electricity 
You can use less electricity by doing simple things such as shorter showers, not leaving items on 
standby mode and turning off lights when the room is no longer in use. This will help decrease the 
demand for non renewable energy such as fossil fuels.

Drive less
Rather than using the car for a short journey, maybe ask if you 

could walk or cycle instead. It could be a great time to spend with 
your family, walking the dog,  and also good exercise whilst also 

reducing your carbon footprint.

Shop with environmentally friendly companies.
We live in a world where throw-away fashion has a major impact on the environment. Major brands 

aren’t always the most eco-friendly companies. There are many ‘green companies’ you can shop with 
who provide sustainable and environmentally friendly 

products that are becoming more and more popular.
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Despite Lockdowns and more recent continued restrictions Homewood’s Equestrian Team have 
continued to go from strength to strength.  Riders have worked hard at home in their continued 
training.  Team members have represented the school since the NSEA competitions have been in 
show jumping and arena eventing with a number of placings.

Team members James (Yr7) and Charlie (Yr10) were the first back out competing for the school in 
the Easter Holidays.  

Last month we had 3 riders represent the school in an Arena Eventing/Jumping with Style competi-
tion achieving the following places:

George (Yr8) - 6th in 80-85cm and 10th in 90-95cm
James (Yr7) - 6th in 70-75cm
Molly (Yr9) - 9th in 70-75cm

Next up is Dressage during our school holiday next week followed by 
more show jumping a few weeks later.  

Our team members who qualified to represent Kent at the County 
Show Jumping Championships earlier this school year will be doing 
so in August at  the well known show jumping venue Hickstead.

The rain won’t sto
p us!

Just resting my head!

Teamwork

Horse Riding Success 

Proud winners
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What’s going on over 

there?

Smile for the Camera!

Ready to go!

Homewood’s Equestrian Team

Horse Riding Success 





Be Inspired!


