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Message from the Principal
I hope that you all managed to have a rest over the May holiday and that the new term has started well for 
you.  Hopefully you have all been able to get back into the swing of things quickly being now very 
accustomed to the staggered school day and year group bubble structure.

Thank you for continuing to co-operate so fully with wearing face masks in communal areas of the school 
and with carrying out your Lateral Flow Tests at home.  I have been really impressed with the way in which 
you have all responded during these challenging times.  It is obviously so important that we all continue to 
do everything possible to keep ourselves and others within our school community as safe as possible.  Thank 
you!

As many of you have noted, school leaders are continuing to visit lessons to see how you are getting on with 
your work and learning.  This is also providing us with an excellent opportunity to remind you of the school’s 
high expectations and of our use of the Homewood Habits to maintain standards, support your development 
and help you achieve overall success.  Do not therefore be surprised if staff continue to refer to the 
Homewood Habits (both in and out of lessons) in order to help further promote a positive and 
purposeful school community for everyone.  The Homewood Habits obviously cover a number of related 
areas, but you might want to think about your approach to the following as an immediate starting point as we 
settle back into school for the new term:

1.         I try my hardest at all times – to enable you to maximise your Learning 

2.         I do as I am asked, the first time I am asked – to help ensure that our school 
             environment is based on Respect

3.         I wear my school uniform with pride – to help create a further sense of 
            Belonging

I must end on just passing on my congratulations to all Year 11 students for having completed their Key Stage 
4 studies and assessments so successfully.  As I have said many times now, I have been so impressed by the 
resilience and determination that the Year 11 students have shown over recent months, despite all of the 
difficulties they have faced.  I was really pleased that we were able to end with the celebration event in the 
Sinden Theatre, which I know was enjoyed by students and staff alike.  I wish all of our Year 11 students the 
very best of luck for the 
future, whatever their next 
steps.  Pleasingly, I know 
that many of the students 
are planning to join our 
very successful Sixth 
Form, so I look forward to 
welcoming them back to 
school very soon.

I hope that you enjoy 
reading the newsletter.

Best wishes,
Mr Single
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Message from Arts College
Dear Arts College student,

For Year 11, I wanted to pass on my congratulations and best wishes now that you have completed 
your final year of compulsory education. After eleven years, you have now completed your 
courses and you can start to look forward to making decisions about the next few years of your 
life as a young adult. This is a truly significant moment in a person’s life and it’s worth noting this. 
Many of you will be returning for Sixth Form and we look forward to your return after the May 
break. However, some of you will be moving on to pastures new. If this is you, the Arts College 
team wishes you every success in the years to come. Remember though that the sum of a good life 
is not how much money you make and how much ‘stuff’ you buy. Real success comes from the 
positive impact that you have on others. So, go out there and try to make your small part of the 
world a place where other people are cared for and valued. Be a good person and try to make 
others safe and happy.

Year 10, you are about to embark on the 
same vital phase that the Year 11s are 
just completing. As a year group, we are 
enormously proud of you and your con-
tributions to the school. You are far and 
away the best behaved college in Year 
10 and this will undoubtedly result in 
academic success for you next summer. 
As you move into Year 11, make sure 
you continue the excellent 
standards you are setting your peers in 
other colleges.

Year 9, for some of you it has been a 
challenge adapting to the increased ex-
pectations at KS4. This has meant more 
supervision and intervention from the adults supporting you but we are certainly seeing signs 
of improvement. Remember to keep this going. For the overwhelming majority of you, you have 
made the transition without fuss and you have impressed us with your maturity and your 
commitment to your studies. Really well done!

We hope this term to be able to meet all together for at least one assembly before the end of the 
year. We look forward to seeing you all then.

Kind regards
Mr Hanson
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Messages from Enterprise College

Welcome back Enterprise!

I hope that you have been able to rest over the break. I know you worked extremely hard during a 
very long term; I am sure you are like me and have definitely benefited from some time away from 
your desks at school.

It is been refreshing being able to begin to take part in activities that I used to take for granted. I 
have been fortunate enough to see family again and even managed a meal out! I continue to hope 
that the infection rates remain low so that we are able to resume more ‘normality.’ 

This term is a fantastic opportunity to have pride in your self and the work that you undertake. 
Just remember that every piece of work is an expression of yourself, so continue to be ambitious 
and show your teachers just how much character you have. I very much look forward to being 
able to drop-into more lessons this term and having a look at the work that you are producing. 
The summer term is one that I very much look forward to as it a celebration of the year that you 
have endured; and I know just how challenging it has been. I am certain there will be opportuni-
ties where we can share these successes together.

Don’t forget that we in Enterprise continue to be here for you should you need.

Best wishes,
Mr Bailey

Messages from World College

May 2021

It is lovely to see you all back in school with the sun shining this week . I hope that you all had a 
relaxing May break and took some time out before coming back into school this term. 

Mrs Osborne and I really enjoyed coming round to all your tutor groups on Monday. I am pleased 
to see that you are all looking smart, representing our College so well.

It is reassuring to know that the Roadmap out of this Pandemic is progressing well presently. It 
is still so important however to keep to the restrictions in place to ensure that the good progress 
made so fair continues. 

As always, please do keep in touch with our College Office - we are keen to know what you are all 
up to!

Best Wishes,
Mrs H Jones
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Message from I College Staff
A note from Mrs Ross-Smith (Assistant Head of I-College)

Hello all
Welcome to another edition of newsletter. I don’t know about you but this term and indeed this year is 
flying by. I cannot believe we are in June already.

It was Ernie’s 1st birthday at the 
weekend. It only seems yesterday I was 
including photos of him as a tiny puppy in 
our newsletter. Here he is on his birthday 
together with one of him with Barney on 
the sofa where they should not be!

Everyone has now settled back into school life even with the ongoing restrictions of bubbles and face 
masks. I have been very impressed with how our students have adapted to this. Hopefully the end is 
now in sight and this will not be for too much longer.

We are now looking ahead to the interviews for our next  year 7’s. I cannot believe our current Year 7’s 
have nearly completed their first year! They have settled in brilliantly and we are very proud of how 
they have managed their transition to secondary school in the most unusual of circumstances.

Our Year 11’s also deserve a special mention. They have come to the end of their assessment period 
and have managed what has been an unsettling time with good humour and resilience. We wish them 
every success both with their grades and their future career paths and look forward to hearing about 
what I anticipate will be their many successes.

We are now at the end of our penultimate term of the year. I hope you all had a lovely half term break 
and looking forward to seeing everyone for our final term. Let’s hope the sun continues to shine.

A note from Mrs Farrell (Head of I-College)

Well this term has whizzed by and I am certainly enjoying the lighter evenings and warmer weather.  
It has been fantastic to be back in school with a new sense of purpose and seeing the excellent learn-
ing and enthusiasm of our students.  

I would like to thank all our students and their families for the commitment that they have shown to 
their learning this year and particularly since we have returned to school.  The students should expect 
that they will have assessments in most subjects during the summer term and it is a good idea to start 
preparing for these so you do not end up doing last minute and less effective cramming.    Being well 
prepared will help you to feel calm and collected during this time.  The assessments will be used to 
help us to help you in the future.

I hope that you are enjoying reconnecting with friends and family over the last few weeks, please stay 
safe.

Messages from World College
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Revision Tips 



June 2021

Visit https://global.oup.com/education/content/secondary/key-issues/revise-with-oxford/?re-
gion=uk for more resources.

During your revision times remember to take a break from it all (including technology) and enjoy 
this lovely spring weather.  It is proven that getting out into nature can improve our mental and 
physical wellbeing.  Here are a few things that you could try:

• Take a walk in green space, such as a local park.  You can not beat a good walk with your best 
friend.  

• Get creative. Draw or paint animals or nature scenes, or let them inspire a poem or song lyrics. 
• If you enjoy writing in a journal, try doing this outside.
• Eat meals outdoors. Have a picnic in a local park, or simply sit in a garden. This might be some-

thing you could enjoy doing with other people.
• Watch the stars. Use a stargazing website, app 

or book to help you recognise different stars, or 
simply enjoy looking at the night sky. Give your 
eyes time to adjust, as it can take about 20 minutes 
before you can fully see stars in the dark.

• Try exercising outside. Run or jog through a local 
park, or do yoga outdoors. You could try it by your-
self, or look for classes in your local area.

• Follow a woodland trail. 
• Visit the seaside and search the shoreline for inter-

esting things.
• Be mindful in nature. Find things to see, hear, taste, 

smell and touch, like grass under  your feet or the 
feeling of wind and sunlight. You could also listen 
to recordings of  mindfulness exercises. (Our pages on mindfulness and taking a mindful mo-
ment in nature have more information.) 

https://www.mind.org.uk/

Revision Tips 
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Mr Doodle donates £10,000 to the 
Graphics Department at Homewood

an article by Kiera (Year 12)
 Sam Cox is an artist who is best known as Mr Doodle. He recently donated £10,000 to the Graphics 
and art department at Homewood School and Sixth Form Centre. I asked Sam Cox’s former graphics 
teacher Mr Davies a few questions.

  How do you know Mr Doodle?

  “I first met Sam Cox when he was around 
14 and    took GCSE Graphics. He was a shy 

and quiet pupil who was obviously very 
talented… his style of ‘doodling’ started 

to emerge in the A level course, at the end 
of his A level course I booked a small art 

gallery in Whitstable where people started 
buying his work. The rest is history.”

How has Mr Doodle contributed to the Graphics 
Department since leaving Homewood?

“Sam has never forgotten Homewood and the 
opportunities that the school gave him. He often visits the 
school to help out students by attending art exhibitions, 
run workshops activities with pupils, judge competitions, 
paint murals within our building and most recently 
donating £10,000. As a department and school we are so 
proud of everything he has achieved and continues to 
inspire many of our existing pupils, demonstrating what 
can be achieved if you work hard and never give up.”

What are you planning on doing with the money?
 “I promised him that we would spend it on something that would benefit as many 
art graphics students as possible for years to come... as a department we have 
discussed several ideas including plans on improving our photographic studio and 
screen-printing facilities.... we are excited about the potential this will offer current 
and future art and graphics students and cannot thank Mr Doodle enough for his 
incredible generosity.”        
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The Retreat Animal Rescue and Education
The Retreat is a local animal rescue charity  founded in 1989 out 
of frustration at the way the human 
race treats animals. The Retreat is a 
rescue centre which saves torment-
ed, abused, sick, injured and un-
wanted animals from certain death.

Their rescued animals include: ex-
race horses, ex-riding school ponies, injured live export sheep, 

cows saved from slaughter, ex-petting farm goats, injured birds, ferrets, Christmas turkeys, worn-out bat-
tery hens, disabled non-releasable wildlife, fish, small domestics, old or feral and FIV cats, and dogs who 
have failed behaviour tests in other dog homes.  The Retreat offers specialised care for the animals who 
they take in. We are a not-for-profit organisation and all the Trustees 
and most of the volunteers being vegan.

 All funds raised go to the welfare of 
the animals, being cared for. We also use the funds for The Retreat’s fa-
cilities and where possible, animals are re-homed in permanent, loving 
homes.  The Retreat operates a genuine no-kill policy.

 Their site accommodates the main rescue centre and, wildlife hospital 
to deal with most animal intakes and emergencies, together with the 
permanent horses, cows and sheep 
residents. They now have ample 
room to care for more animals, our 
intensive and equine re-homing 

centre, along with care-for-life wildlife and exotics.

20,000+ saved in 30 
years

All the animals are giv-
en the time, veterinary 
care and love they need 
to recover before being 
re-homed.  If a suitable 
home cannot be found 
they are never killed, 
they simply stay at The 
Retreat for the rest of 
their lives.

The Retreat is a not-
for-profit organisation 
and rely on kind 
donations to keep the 
charity running.

The number of animals 
being cared for by The 
Retreat is over 1,000 
at any one time

It’s a REAL TREAT to go to the Animal 
RETREAT Rescue Sanctuary!

Some of our Year 7 and 10 students have a very exciting opportunity this term 
that involves them engaging in some community outreach and volunteering. The 
students will be travelling on the minibus to High Halden with Miss Kennett where 
they will get to visit and help out at The Retreat Animal Rescue Sanctuary in High 
Halden [www.retreatanimalrescue.org.uk].

Some of the jobs they may have to perform include cleaning out, feeding animals 
and helping the team to organise the charity shop. Working with animals is fun but 
very hard work and students should be prepared to work 
in all weather conditions so must be prepared for this. 
They should get the opportunity to work with horses, 

domestic animals, farmed animals and wildlife. 

We hope that all of the students get a lot out of the 
experience and thoroughly enjoy it. Hopefully more students will be able to 
experience similar opportunities to this and can get out into the community 
to help others. After all, when ‘you do good, you feel good!’.

Alfie Year 10
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Band Panic from Homewood School will be taking part in 
a 10 hour music marathon in order to raise money for 
Demelza. This will be taking place on Saturday 12th 
June. It was supposed to be before Christmas but covid...! 
Again...!

We really want to raise money for this charity as it is our 
chosen charity for our College at school. Last year, we 
were fortunate enough to have met one of the children 
from the hospice and this is what really inspired us to 
fundraise for them. Our challenge will involve us playing/
performing/jamming/rehearsing for 10 hours straight (with minimal breaks) from 8am until 6pm. 

Please sponsor us and support us in our charity event. Unfortunately due to Covid, we will only be 
able to add live updates throughout the day on our social media pages as no one outside our school 
bubble will be allowed to enter the performing area. 

It is important to remember why we fundraise. This is how important Demelza are for disabled young 
children and their families...When a child is born with or develops a terminal condition, the emotion-
al and physical impact affects the whole family and can be overwhelming. At Demelza, they focus on 
supporting each child, young person and family they work with to achieve the best possible life.

Charity fundraiser from Homewood Band

Band Panic. Late 2019, saw the creation of the pop-rock band that 
runs popular in Kent county. The band consists of lead singers: 
Tusniwan Sharp and Olivia Clark; guitarist: Josh Dale; technician: Aaron 
Varghese and drummer: Jenson Kennett. They have a long history 
with performances including a performance in Tenterden Town Hall, a 
gig at the NME award winning venue ‘The Forum’ in Tunbridge Wells 
along with other successful performances around the school site. 

To raise money for our chosen charity of Demelza House, Band Panic 
have decided to do a 10 Hour Music Marathon. With donations from 
many, we hope to raise as much as we can for the kindness of 
Demelza.

Demelza provides specialist care and emotional support for children 
with serious or terminal conditions and their loved ones, so they can 
enjoy time together as family, for as long as they have and with this 
in mind, as a band and as a school will do all we can to aid in 
their work.

We chose Demelza House to fund raise for as it was picked by the 
students of our year. We collectively saw the good they were doing 
and we are doing this marathon to be a part of it. We aim to play 
music for 10 hours on Saturday 12th June to raise money for them.



Charity fundraiser from Homewood Band
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Have Your Say!
Sports Leaders by Niamh (Year 8)

Hi, my name is Niamh. I am in Year 8 at 
Homewood school. Toward the end of 
the most recent lockdown, I got an email 
saying that I was one of the 10 people 
chosen to be a part of the Sports Leader-
ship programme.  The Sports Leadership 
programme is a programme that teaches 
children different sport skills and also 
how to lead other people in sports. We 
will get the opportunity to go into primary 
schools,  for example, and lead their P.E 
lessons.   I was over the moon as I love 
anything to do with sports. Unfortunately, 
as we were not in school, we weren’t able 
to meet with anyone yet.   We were doing 
most of our work over our computers and 
then we went back to school.

We met one lunch time for about five min-
utes and we met each other for the first time. Some of us already knew each other but this was the 
first time we had been together in one place. I could already tell from the jokes and the laughs that 
we were going to have so much fun!

Our first session was great ! We all got to know each other better and we played some really funny 
games. We did some trust exercises and by the end we all felt much more comfortable with each oth-
er.   We were laughing for the entire session and overall it was a really good experience. 

We have recently been taught different leader-
ship qualities and how to utilize those in a session 
with younger children, for example.  Over the past 
couple of weeks, each of us has been planning a 
demonstration of a sport to teach to our fellow 
leaders. We needed to have clear instructions, en-
gaging drills and be able to help and give feedback 
to others. As me and my friend are also a part of 
and are on the netball team, we decided to teach 
them the different passes and how to use them in 
a game. We then finished off with a drill that we 
created ourselves. I cannot wait to be taught even 
more skills by my other leaders!

Altogether, I am so grateful to have been selected out of so many people to be able to have this amaz-
ing opportunity. I cannot wait to increase my knowledge of different sports and to develop my skills 
even further.  I am excited to learn leadership qualities and to make so many fun memories with 
people who love sport just as much as I do! 

Year 10 Sports Leaders collecting their 
Level 1 certificates in Sport Leadership
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PE Clubs are back!

PE Lunchtime Clubs 2021

Day & Time Year Group and
Duty Staff

Activity and Place

Monday
11.40 - 12.05

Y9 NBU
Y9 CRJ

Football: 3G
Badminton: Sports Hall

Tuesday
13.00 - 13.30

Y11 NBU
Y8 SKN
Y11 CDO

Football: 3G
Badminton: Sports Hall
Basketball: Gym

Wednesday
12.25 - 12.55

Y10 JWE
Y7 KBE

Football: 3G
Badminton: Sports Hall

Thursday
13.00 - 13.30

Y8 SKN
Y11 NBU

Football: 3G
Badminton: Sports Hall

Friday
13.35 - 14.05

Y7 KBE
Y10 JWE

Football: 3G
Badminton: Sports Hall
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“The atmosphere this term at after-school PE clubs has been incredible. We have seen so many ath-
letes from all different year groups and across a range of different activities. It is great to see every-
one so enthusiastic to be active again after a difficult time in lockdown being unable to get involved 
in so much. Just a reminder below of the clubs timetable, please come along to as many clubs as you 
can! They are all inclusive which means anyone is welcome of any ability! Just check out which day 
your year group can attend to ensure we stay in year group bubbles.”

Get Involved!

“FIXTURES UPDATE: 

We will hope to 
commence some fixtures in the 
summer term whilst keeping to 
the relevant covid-19 guidance. 

It will be exciting to finally 
compete again against other 

schools in the area and we send 
good luck to all of our teams 
who will be training for these. 
Remember, most of our school 
teams are inclusive, meaning 

you are able to come to training 
and trial out for the teams. If 

you are able and committed, you 
may well be selected to represent 

Homewood. Get involved!”
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Library Corner

SORA ELECTRONIC 
LIBRARY

Request what book 
you would like
library@homewood.
kent.sch.uk

Contact The Library Staff 
for more information

TN30 6LT
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Young Adult Literature Ballot
Those students who have used the library in the past 
know that there is a section that is only open to Year 9 
and above.  The section is called Young Adult Literature 
(YAL).  We’re considering allowing Year 8 students to 
borrow books from that section when we are allowed to 
open again.  We would like to find out if getting permis-
sion to borrow these types of books would encourage 
you to read more?

YAL is written especially for teens/young adults, hoping to give them a more mature understanding 
of self and the world.  It often involves an individual similar in age to the reader who is often trying 
to make sense of the world around them.  

YAL can cover a wide range of genres and  sometimes contains heavier themes such as suicide, 
abuse, teenage pregnancy, cancer, rape and so forth. However the stories do not normally include 
explicit detail.

We have a simple, two question, form which we would like you to complete at 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdugmSZ5y5pKurtN0VKVM1hhHsOdg-U9LCUwu3l-
rOlz5psaQQ/viewform?usp=sf_link

Library Corner

Help us win £5000 for the school library!

Our school library is important for both academic achievement and 
reading for pleasure.

Help us win £5,000 of National Book Tokens for the school library - 
and get £100 for yourself! 

Just enter the competition online, it only takes a minute: https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/
schools

Every nomination gives us a better chance of winning so please take a minute to enter.

Closing date is Saturday 31st July 2021 
and the winner will be announced in the Autumn Term

Our School Needs you!
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Library Corner
Did you Know.... Shakespeare

William Shakespeare was probably born on 23rd April 1564 in Stratford Upon Avon.  We 
don’t know the exact date of his birth but most babies were baptised within 3 days of birth 
at that time and William was baptised on 26th April. 

His father was John Shakespeare, a glove maker and his mother was Mary Arden. William 
had seven brothers and sisters, although three children died when they were young.

We know that Willliam received an education as he attended a local grammar school from 7 
to 15 years of age.

William married Anne Hathaway when he was eighteen years old and they had three chil-
dren; Susanna followed by twins, Judith and Hamnet.  Hamnet died 
when he was 11 years old

By the time he was 28 years old he was established as a playwright, 
with at least seven plays already written, and was an actor in Lon-
don as part of a theatre company called ‘The Lord Chamberlain’s 
Men’. 

The group opened their own theatre in 1599.  It’s name?  The Globe. 
It is probably one of the most famous theatres in the world.

But The Globe theatre you can visit today on the banks of the riv-
er Thames in London, is not the original.  That burned to the ground in 1613 when, during 
a performance of Henry VIII, a cannon set fire to the thatched roof.  Luckily there were no 
casualties except for a man whose trouser caught alight.  Apparently someone threw a bottle 
of ale over him to put the fire out!  

In 1997, after almost thirty years of fundraising and research, the New Globe Theatre was 
opened a street away from where the original had stood.  You can visit the theatre (Covid 
restrictions permitting) and, if you do, make sure you get a tour where you’ll learn lots of 
interesting stories about the theatre.

In 1597, aged 33, Shakespeare bought New Place.  New Place was the largest house in Strat-
ford Upon Avon with an estimated 20-30 rooms - I don’t think I’d enjoy the housework 
there!  It was the Shakespeare family home until he died. Shakespeare split his time between 
London and Stratford Upon Avon - a travelling time of two to three days!  

Shakespeare survived three outbreaks of plague, one was in the year he was born when 200 
people died in Stratford Upon Avon.

William Shakespeare died on 23rd April 1616 (yes, on his birthday) aged just 52 years old. 



You think you don’t know any Shakespeare?  Think again.
During his lifetime his works included 38 plays and 154 sonnets.  It is said that he introduced 
thousands of new words and phrases to the English language.  Let’s see if you recognise any of 
them in the section below.

Many people think that Shakespeare is part of the past but...have you 

had to break the ice with people you’ve just met?  Ever said 

your friend has a heart of gold or maybe they’re a tower 
of strength? Is your Chromebook as dead as a door-
nail just as you need to start your homework?  Have you been 

told your bedroom is an eyesore or has someone said you’ll 

eat (them) out of house and home?  Did you eat too 

many Easter eggs - so you had too much of a good thing? 

Never mind, what’s done is done. Hopefully you’ve never 

had a teacher tell you’ve shown disgraceful conduct!  Or, for 

goodness sake had a pitched battle with your brother or sister 

because they wouldn’t give you elbow room? 

If you’ve ever used any of the phrases in bold, you are probably 
using words that Shakespeare either invented or wrote down for the 
first time.  See if you can find out more words or phrases attributed 
to Shakespeare.  You may be very surprised how many are still being 
used today.

If you’d like to learn more about Shakespeare you 
can visit Stratford Upon Avon once things open up 
again where you can go to some of the places 
associated with Shakespeare and his family (al-
though New Place no longer
exists).   The New Globe Theatre in London runs 
regular tours, again once they’re allowed to open 
with Covid restrictions.  Or you can visit the official 
website www.shakespeare.org.uk where you can 
read about his work and life or listen to podcasts.

June 2021

Library Corner
Did you Know.... Shakespeare
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Horse Riding Success 
Despite Lockdowns and more recent continued restrictions Homewood’s Equestrian Team have 
continued to go from strength to strength.  Riders have worked hard at home in their continued 
training.  Team members have represented the school since the NSEA competitions have been in 
show jumping and arena eventing with a number of placings.

Team members James (Yr7) and Charlie (Yr10) were the first back out competing for the school in 
the Easter Holidays.  

Last month we had 3 riders represent the school in an Arena Eventing/Jumping with Style competi-
tion achieving the following places:

George (Yr8) - 6th in 80-85cm and 10th in 90-95cm
James (Yr7) - 6th in 70-75cm
Molly (Yr9) - 9th in 70-75cm

Next up is Dressage during our school holiday next week followed
 by more show jumping a few weeks later.  

Our team members who qualified to represent Kent at the 
County Show Jumping Championships earlier this school year 
will be doing so in August at  the well known show jumping 
venue Hickstead.

The rain won’t sto
p us!

Just resting my head!

Teamwork

Proud Winners
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Horse Riding Success 

What’s going on over 

there?

Smile for the Camera!

Ready to go!

Homewood’s Equestrian Team
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Shrek the Musical
The Performing Arts Department are excited to finally announce that 
Homewood will be putting on a full production of Shrek the Musical in 
March 2022.

If you would be interested in helping and being part of the production 
team we would warmly welcome you to support us.  The production 
requires lots of set, costumes, stage makeup, backstage roles and with 
lots of cast members due to the number of fairy tale characters involved. 
I am currently trying to think how we can make Pinocchio’s nose extend 
on stage and convince the technical team to let me have a flying dragon.

If you would like to be in the live band, we require all and every 
instrument known to man (this is the biggest band needed since Les 
Miserables in 2015).  

This is a really lovely way of working with different members of the 
school, staff and students.  If you would like to be part of the production 
team, please email y.robinson@homewood.kent.sch.uk
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Eco-friendly section
How can I be more eco-friendly and help the environment?

Use reusable cups, bags and water bottles
Trying to reduce the amount of plastic waste can be difficult as disposables are offered all the time. 
When purchasing a drink, maybe you don’t really need a straw or the lid? And consider not using a 
bag, or maybe bring your own? There are some great designs and styles of recycled bags available 
that can be used over and over again. If you love using straws there are options such as biodegradable 
paper as well as bamboo.

Choose Aluminum every time!
Often, vending machines and shops offer a wide range of soft drinks in plastic, aluminum or glass 
bottles. The most eco friendly is aluminum as it can be recycled indefinitely.

Ice Cream Cones are cool
Ice cream is great in the hot weather but maybe choose 
cones rather than Sundaes or icecream in tubs (plus you can 
eat the cones!) If you’re really organised and on a family day 
out remembering metal spoons from home would be ideal.

Give experience gifts
Perhaps you could give a gift certificate to 
your friends rather than buying a present. 
Sometimes a gift certificate can mean so 
much more with ideas such as seeing a 

movie together, bowling, or lunch. This type 
of gift-giving puts emphasis on time 
together for meaningful friendships.

Use less electricity 
You can use less electricity by doing simple things such as shorter showers, not leaving items on 
standby mode and turning off lights when the room is no longer in use. This will help decrease the 
demand for non renewable energy such as fossil fuels.

Drive less
Rather than using the car for a short journey, maybe ask if you 

could walk or cycle instead. It could be a great time to spend with 
your family, walking the dog,  and also good exercise whilst also 

reducing your carbon footprint.

Shop with environmentally friendly companies.
We live in a world where throw-away fashion has a major impact on the environment. Major brands 

aren’t always the most eco-friendly companies. There are many ‘green companies’ you can shop with 
who provide sustainable and environmentally friendly 

products that are becoming more and more popular.
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Year 10 Students in The Scholars Programme 
During the school closures in January and February a group of 12 of our year 10  pupils took part in 
The Scholars Programme, run by The Brilliant Club (Registered Charity Number 1147771).   They 
worked with a PhD researcher on a university style module, based on the researcher’s world-leading 
expertise. The programmes are pitched at a Key Stage above where pupils are currently studying and 
are designed to develop pupils’ written and verbal communication, critical thinking and 
metacognition, through exciting, supra-curricular content.

While the school was closed the students attended a weekly google meeting  with physics 
specialist Dr Lauren Martin and learned about the advanced topic of symmetry in the Universe.  Since 
the school reopened they have been continuing to work on their final assignments and attend two 
more virtual tutorials with Dr Martin. 

After attending 5 tutorials they were asked to write their own university style assignment and hand 
it in for marking and moderation. Our students did incredible work on this really complicated topic 
and those that were able to complete the assignment achieved the following grades:

Teddy  2.2
Lillieann 2.1
Max  1st
Emma 2.1
Jacob 2.1
Joe 2.1
Harriet -  1st
Daniel 
Nadia 

What this means:
1st 70+ Performing to an excellent standard at A-level
2:1 60-69 Performing to a good standard at A-level
2:2 50-59 Performing to an excellent standard at GCSE
3rd 40-49 Performing to a good standard at GCSE

This is a programme designed to support pupils to develop skills and knowledge to make ambitious 
and successful applications to universities, should that be what they decide they want to do. At the 
same time, pupils will be developing great academic skills to support their school work day to day. 
From our informal discussions the students agreed that taking part had encouraged them to think 
about applying to universities. Not necessarily to study physics but by taking part they now had more 
confidence in their abilities.

Last year, The Brilliant Club worked with over 12,000 pupils across the UK and in an independent 
evaluation of the programme’s impact, UCAS found taking part made it “significantly more likely” 
pupils would progress to a highly-selective university compared to a control group of pupils with 
matched characteristics.  

Mr Single has sent his congratulations to the students and we look forward to receiving further 
feedback from the Brilliant Club as well as celebrating this achievement with a graduation event in 
the Summer Term.
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Year 10 Students in The Scholars Programme 
Three of our I-College students completed the Scholar’s programme whereby they worked with a 
PHD researcher , well done to Harriet, Emma and Lillieann for completing the programme by 
considering and learning about complex Physics and producing work to a good A Level standard.

Description by Lillieann 10i1

“During the course of the program we learn about symmetry, symmetry breaking and why the universe 
doesn’t annihilate itself. To do this we first started looking at what the basics of symmetry was in im-
ages, maths and physics to the more complicated things like symmetry breaking, special relativity and 
time dilation. So we went form symmetry of butterflies to the fundamental stages of the universities 
structures all in 5 weeks. I was able to lean all of this in such a short amount of time because of the fabu-
lous lady teaching us about it all and with only five to six other students in the group.

We also got to look into the lives of uni students and what it’s like there. The first university that we 
learned about was The University of Reading which told us things about their university like their halls 
of residence, student finance, how university learning is different from secondary schools and key skills 
that are useful at university. The second university was Southampton University that held our online 
graduation ceremony where we leaned the universities courses and some of the societies you can belong 
to while at the university.

I enjoyed the scholars program because I have learned things I would have not learned until a much 
higher level in my education and learning what it’s like at universities was an amazing experience and 
how I now feel less nervous about eventually going to  university.”

Work sample from Emma 10i1





Be Inspired!


