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Message from the Principal

I hope that you have all had a good term and start to 2022 and that you are looking forward to 
the half-term break.  It has been a very eventful term and this latest edition of the school 
newsletter certainly does remind us of just how busy we have all been.  With stories about
enrichment work in the Library, horse jumping competitions, much fundraising, dance, drama 
and music events, the farm, eco-schools and lots and lots of sport – the newsletter is also once 
again a very clear reminder of just how much is on offer here at Homewood!  The newsletters 
also help us to celebrate the very many fantastic successes achieved by students throughout the 
school and to remind us of your magnificent talents and incredible potential, so very well done 
to everyone who has been featured!

Thank you to all of those students who continue to have good attendance, co-operate fully, try 
hard in lessons and participate so effusively in the life of the school.  I encourage you all to 
continue in such a positive way and remind you of the importance of following the Homewood 
Habits (included below) to help you become successful in all aspects of your academic studies 
and personal development.

Students due to sit examinations in the summer (particularly Year 11 and Year 13 students) 
should make sure they have seen the information sent home by Mr Pusey and Mr Mills to check 
that they are fully informed and on track with their preparations.  Whilst it is important that all 
students get some rest and recuperation time over the break, the time away from school does 
also provide an excellent opportunity to undertake some independent work and revision, so do 
make the most of the time available to you!

Next term we hope to be able start face-to-face assemblies once again and I look forward to 
visiting as many of these as possible to talk to you in person.  As it has been such a long time 
since we have been able to do such things, I really do hope that there will be no further 
disruptions caused by COVID and that we are able to operate now without the need for any 
further restrictions.

In the meantime, stay safe over the holiday period, and I look forward to seeing you at the start 
of next term!

Best wishes,

Mr Single
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Sinden Theatre working towards Artsmark Award

The Sinden Theatre has been named Best Community 
Performing Arts Theatre in Kent in SME News’ 2021 Southern 
Enterprise Awards. Now in its fifth consecutive year, the SME 
Southern Enterprise Awards recognise and reward small and 
medium enterprises and those professionals, like the Sinden team, 
who have been determined to reach new heights in their industry.

After a closure of almost two years thanks to COVID19, The
 Sinden Theatre reopened to the public with the return of a 
popular Christmas pantomime and a £140K facilities upgrade. 

Tenterden’s only commercial theatre used the lockdown to start a major programme of refurbish-
ment, including: redecoration, new lighting rig, a new public bar and an improved outdoor area. 

A new top-of-the-range flexible seating system will also be installed later this month enabling the 
theatre to accommodate a broader range of events, performances and staging styles. 

Opened to the public in 2004, The Sinden is located within the grounds of Homewood School 
 and is named after its patron, actor and former local Tenterden resident, the late Sir Donald Sinden 
CBE.

We’re excited to announce that Homewood has been awarded ‘Working towards Artsmark’ status, 
following a formal application process last academic year.  Homewood is already well known for the 
high standard of its visual arts and performing arts, so we are looking forward to embarking on our 
two year journey to achieve this prestigious mark of quality in arts and cultural education, 
accredited by the Arts Council.

Sports Winners
This term, the PE department has been busy with lots of 
extra-curricular activities including basketball, football, badminton, 
handball, netball, zumba, dodgeball, rugby, fitness and more! These 
clubs all run during either lunch time or after-school and we’ve seen 
high numbers of participants. The highest attendance at any club is 
dodgeball which is extremely popular with Discovery students! 

We have also had lots of girls’ 
football fixtures. The Under 13 

and Under 15 girls teams have been competing in the Ashford and 
Shepway League. So far, the Under 13 girls have only lost one game. 
They have played the following games so far with a few left to play 
before half-term - results to follow in 
our next newsletter.

Highworth: 2-1 to Homewood
North: 5-0 to Homewood
Folkestone Girls: 5-0 to Homewood
Towers: 1-0 to Towers
John Wallis: 0-0 draw 
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Homewood Eco Committee

Homewood’s biggest environmental issue
Our Key Stage 4 College leaders have been busy planning some ideas for fundraising events in 2022 
as well as getting involved with the eco-committee which is being run by Head Girl, Ellen. 

Some of our leaders have recently created a promo video about the litter issue in school and hope 
to be able to positively influence change this year to create a very professional, clean and hygienic 
environment around school. 

They will be meeting again after half-term to take part in Student Leadership workshops and work 
on their communication skills with new people as well as looking at key skills required when 
debating. 

Step 1: Form an eco-committee
This committee will investigate how environmentally 
friendly Homewood is by considering

• How much plastic do we use? 
• How much water and electricity is wasted at Home-

wood?
• What is pollution like at Homewood? Air, water, land 

pollution. 

Step 2: Take Action
The committee will meet regularly as a collective group and seek to find ways to solve some of the 
issues within school. This might involve meeting with senior staff in school and potentially working 
outside of school within the local community. 

How to join
If you are interested in joining Homewood’s eco-committee, please use the Google Classroom code:  

fzfkqm7
You will be informed about any further meetings/information from Ellen, Head Girl.

Eco-Schools is a charity passionate about engaging young people in 
environmental education and action. They do this by providing a simple, 
seven-step framework that guides, empowers and motivates students to drive 
change and improve environmental awareness in their school, local community 
and beyond. After completing the seven step process, schools can then apply for 
Eco-Schools Green Flag accreditation, which recognises, rewards and celebrates 
the environmental achievements of young people.

What is Eco-Schools?



COMPETITION TIME  
Design a book mark.   

It must be rectangular and have the words World 
Book Day 2022 incorporated, the rest is up to you. 

 The winner will have their design printed as our  

Library bookmark for all students to use. 

Final entries emailed 
(Library@homewood.kent.sch.uk) or handed into 

the Library by  the 28th February 2022 

The winner will receive a goody bag so 

Good luck everyone 
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Bedrock Achievers Winter Term

William H - 7D7
Summer E - 7D10
Peighton L - 7D1
Layla M - 7D9
Josh H - 7D6
Lea A - 7i1
Nancy B - 7D5
Robyn H - 7D7
Archie B - 7D7
Ollie S - 7D7

Top 10 students in Year 7

Top 10 students in Year 8 

Top 10 students in Year 9

Jack P - 8i2
Oscar G - 8i2
Lily-Rose H - 8D5
Rylee G - 8i2
Kiera W - 8D8
Mason N - 8D12
Edith P - 8D1
Harrison B - 8D11
Sienna W - 8D7
Nancy B - 8D2

Alyssa C - 9A3
Tabitha B - 9W3
Willow G - 9W1
Will S - 9W2
Kiera-Ann G - 9A1
Lauren K - 9E2
Jack H - 9A3
Chloe S - 9W4
Karla B - 9i2
Jayden E - 9E4
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Farm Feature
Did you know Homewood has a working 
farm on site? Come on down and see our 
brilliant set up and meet not only our 
animals but our Farm Staff Miss Pearce and 
Miss Stevens.

Our farm is open every morning from 8:00-8:30 to allow students to take 
part in the morning feedings and daily chores. Students can also visit the 
farm at lunchtimes for a calm environment and to meet and handle our 
animals.
On the farm we have a variety of animals including up to 20 cows, a 
flock of sheep, pigs, a cheeky goat called Lucy as well as a variety of 
chickens and small pets.

Over the festive period we had Miss Stevens join our farm team to cover 
Miss Hameed while she is on maternity leave. While everyone was at home 
with their families we made sure all of our animals were feeling festive too. 
We even offered them enrichment and treats made by our Young farmers for 
christmas dinner!

This term we have greatly increased our 
animal numbers and next month we will be 
continuing to do so with lambing starting on 
the 12th February and calving starting on the 
27th February. The signs of spring are definitely 
on the way. During the half term young farmers 
will be taking part in the Kent YFC Winter Competitions, where we have 
entered numerous craft classes as well as a cheerleading team. We also 

have a few trips planned next term to local farms to expand our students’ knowledge of commercial 
farming. Keep an eye out in the next newsletter for results from competitions as well as photos of our 
new arrivals on the farm.

Tell us about being a Young Farmer
Adam 7D10

I enjoy going to Young Farmers Club  every Wednesday because 
I have liked farming since I was very young. At the farm you help 
clean the animals out, feed them and also halter the cows. We 
have many cows, a goat, a flock of sheep and small pets such as 
rabbits, guinea pigs and a snake. There are lots of competitions 
and we have one coming soon called the Winter Competitions. 

Basti 7D10

I have enjoyed farming ever since I was about 3 or 4 years old. My 
mum grew up on a farm and my family live on a farm where we can 
ride our horses and make our own hay.
The farm is open at lunch times, before school and on a Wednesday 
after school. We are given the responsibility of owning a cow, sheep 
or poultry to show at competitions.
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After Discovery College had a very successful Santa Fun Run 
before Christmas raising money for Cry in the Dark - the College 
received a thank you from the charity. Due to your kind support 
and contributions we raised an amazing £796. The money raised 
has been used to directly help Roma families in Romania who are 
supported by this charity and your efforts made a big difference to 
their Christmas.

Well done to Olivia and Nancy who raised £115.72 for the Brooke 
Horse and Donkey Charity by organising a 3 mile sponsored walk 
around Biddenden. These donkeys belong to a family friend and 
every Christmas these two caring students organise a sponsored 
donkey walk to raise funds for worthy charities.

They have been organising this since Christmas 2019 when they 
raised money for a children’s charity, the following Christmas the 
charity was the local Foodbank. During the pandemic they raised 
funds for the NHS and this 

charity is their most recent. They always borrow donkeys 
belonging to a family friend but focus on the different charities 
each time.

Mr Lawson, Head of Discovery College and Mrs Croucher, Assistant 
Head of Discovery College were delighted to award the girls with 
Discovery Superstar certificates to acknowledge and celebrate 
their positive attitude and empathy shown towards others.

Dedicated Fundraisers

Thank You from Cry in the Dark Charity

Dear Discovery College, 
 
I am delighted to read about the fantastic efforts of Discovery College in and out of school in this newsletter. 
 
Just before Christmas Discovery students took part in the ‘Santa Fun Run’ to raise money for ‘Cry in the Dark’, 
a charity supporting young people and children in Romania. The timescale was very tight, but the charity did 
confirm that the money raised from the fun run went directly to families in the form of food parcels, just prior to 
Christmas. Well done everyone involved!
 
Look out for the ‘Spring Sprint’ event, which is dedicated to raise money for the main college charity ‘Porchlight’, 
a chairy based in Kent that supports homeless and vulnerable people. Indeed, charity work has gone beyond the 
school gates with Olivia’s and Nancy’s work in their annual donkey based fund raiser in their local area.
 
Bedrock, which is the school vocabulary programme used for Years 7 to 9 have been running a competition this term, 
and a number of Homewood students have been awarded prizes. However, Logan has become a Bedrock superstar 
winning two amazon vouchers, a great achievement. 
 
These are just some of the successes of Discovery College students, as you read through the newsletter you will read 
about many more.

Mr Lawson
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Riding Success
Mr Lawson, Head of Discovery College and Mrs 
Croucher, Assistant Head of Discovery College caught up with 
Olivia to hear about her achievements with her participation 
in Mounted Games, a sport that neither were familiar with.

She enjoyed sharing her passion with them:
“I have been taking part in the Pony Club Mounted Games 
since I was a toddler. Mounted Games is a fast and athletic 
sport requiring accuracy, agility, concentration, speed, hand 
to eye coordination, team work and sportsmanship. Teams of 
four or five riders and ponies take part in a series of exciting and exhilarating races that involve a mix 
of turns, handovers, skill, vaulting and galloping against other teams.

Olivia says, ‘I compete locally in numerous competitions as part of the Romney Marsh Pony Club team 
and also in the MGA Nations Team.

Last year I was the 7th best rider in the Nations Team. I 
regularly take part in competitions. Just  last weekend I had 
a friendly competition in Bodiam and our team came first. I 
am following in the footsteps of my family – my mum used 
to compete and my brother has performed in front of the 
Queen.

I love my sport because it’s fun and challenging and al-
though I spend a lot of time practising the enjoyment makes 
it worthwhile.”

Well done to Discovery student, Logan for all his hard 
work and commitment with his Bedrock which has 
earned him 2 x £10 Amazon vouchers.

Bedrock Superstar

Football Star
My name is Archie E and I love to play football.  I played my first game for 
Brighton FC on my 5th birthday.  I then moved to Chelsea FC until I moved 
on to Crystal Palace in 2018 when I was 8. I train most days of the week as 
I have to work really hard at training and in games to keep my place in the 
squad. We have games against Gillingham FC , West Ham FC, Brighton FC, 
Millwall FC, Chelsea, Leicester Cty and Manchester City. I have been lucky 
enough to play against Manchester City FC Academy at the training ground 
just over from the stadium. Our football skills are regularly observed and 
we are given feedback on what we have done well and what we need to 
improve on.  I’d really like to play football as a career when I leave school.
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Try Angle Awards Nomination
Amelia B 11E1 has been nominated for a Try Angle Award 2021 in the 
Ashford Sport/outdoor activities category. The Youth 
Participation Team who organise the Try Angle Awards have recognised 
Amelia’s  oustanding efforts and achievements and say she should feel 
very proud.  Amelia was nominated by Mrs Adams, Head of Enterprise 
College.

There are 8 categories: arts, community action, courage, good friends & 
young carers, music, personal development, positive  intervention and 
sport. Last year the organisers received over 400 nominations.

Dear Enterprise,

Where did that term go?! Thank you for your support with the wearing of your face coverings. I am 
looking forward to seeing you in our face-to-face assemblies next term. 

Over the last term, there have been a huge number of successes, thank you for your participation in 
supporting our College in such a positive way. A few highlights that I have noted include:
• Amelia, you thoroughly deserve your Try Angle Award, you represent yourself and our school in 

such a positive way, well done!
• George and Molly: you have both done so well in representing our County within your respective 

horse riding discipline; keep up the good work and very well done!
• A significant number of students have started their official exams in Enterprise subjects; I have 

seen a strong sense of purpose and determination to succeed within these exams. Keep up the 
good work.

I hope you all have a safe and restful break.

Best wishes,

Mr Bailey
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A mixture of Year 11 and 12 students studying Business subjects 
were lucky enough to experience the delights of Hogwarts in the 
Snow when they visited Harry Potter Studios for a tour and 
marketing lesson back in December. The studio’s education team 
took us through the marketing of a movie, and looked at how and 
where money is spent on promotional activities. Students were 
then able to try their hand at creating a mini marketing campaign 
and concept for a movie idea they created. We were lucky enough 
to be shown some of the original props and costumes used in the 
making of the Harry Potter films and have some of the significance 

of these things explained to us. Finding out that a fake werewolves chest cost £5k to make and could 
only be used onced, emphasised what a billion pound industry the Movie world was. 

Once the lesson was complete students were able to experience 
the magic first hand, by completing the studio tour, where some 
were able to take part in green screen broom flying and take 
photographs with the sets from the movie. Students really enjoyed 
being able to see business in action and we look forward to being 
able to arrange more experiences and opportunities for those 
studying in the department.

The Business Department Team

Exploring Movie Marketing Magic at 
Warner Brothers Studios

On Friday 18 March Red Nose Day and Comic Relief will be taking place.  
Whether it’s being sponsored superheroes, hosting a bake sale, selling Red 
Noses or simply having a laugh -  this annual event will be helping people 
living incredibly tough lives and need support.
We will be hosting a 24 hour Sport-athon here at Homewood and more 
information about events will follow.

Next Term ... Red Nose Day is Back!
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George B 9E3 was placed 5th (out of 20+ riders) with his young horse at NSEA County Dressage Competition. 
Miss L Stephen explains, “Dressage provides a brilliant experience as its so important in terms of developing 
both his horses’ flat work so they can then jump and event better.” George will be competing in a few more 
competitions this term and then the all important Show Jumping Kent Champs qualifier where winners then 
represent Kent at the NSEA County Champs.  

Our Show Jumping team jumped 30 rounds (many of which were double clears)  in all over the course 
of 7 hours!   It was a long and very busy day but so very worth it - as always the team showed great 
support for each other  and represented the school very well.

Placings for individuals and teams were as follows:
50cm - 4th for Jess U 7D4 on her youngster qualifying for the Grassroots SE Regional Champs
70cm - 2nd Olivia C 8D3, 4th Amy H 8D11, 6th Harley B 11A3 and Team 2nd
80cm - Homewood Blue 2nd - Molly T 10E1, Lacie O 9W1, George B 9E3 and Jess U 7D4 - we actually 
had 3 teams in this class which is a brilliant achievement in itself!
90cm - Homewood Black 1st - Charlie C 11A2, Sophie S 11W3 and Holly T 11A1 and Homewood Blue 
2nd Molly T, George B and Jess U with Sophie S also getting 4th individually
1m - 2nd Molly T

Homewood Riding Club Results

Catering Section
Year 11 Catering students have been developing their flavours and presentation skills preparing for 
their non exam assessment in a few weeks time. The photos below show their tasty sweet and sour 
pork dishes.

Jack G Amber E Charlie A

Molly T 10E1 tells us what its like to be part of the Homewood Riding Club.

“I am part of the Homewood Riding Club and Kent Academy Teams and 
compete for Kent against other counties. I own my own pony and I am an 
experienced Showjumper. One of my most special moments was going to 
Hickstead Show Ground with the Homewood Team and competing against 
other schools. 
To be a professional showjumper takes real commitment as I go before and 
after school almost every day. I began aged 8 and have achieved 4 boxes of 
rosettes. My ambition is to become an International Showjumper.”
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This week the school’s annual Music Week performances will be 
taking place in both the school’s Sinden Theatre and at St Mildred’s 
Church in Tenterden.

In February 2020 we held our first Music Week performances, little 
knowing that a global pandemic was around the corner and perfor-
mances would be relegated to online videos! We are so excited to be 
able to see our students performing back on stage, where they belong!

On Tuesday 8th February, those students who attend private instru-
mental lessons have been given the opportunity to prepare a piece for performance to share with their 
parents. This intimate evening is a fantastic starting point for any budding musicians who have yet to 
experience live solo performance. A reminder to all students that instrumental lessons are available on 
piano, voice, drum kit and guitar, as well as LAMDA musical theatre or acting lessons. 

On Wednesday evening, students from Year 9 - 13 are performing a range of pieces in the Sinden Theatre 
demonstrating their class work throughout terms 1, 2 and 3.  On Thursday evening we will be perform-
ing at St Mildred’s church in Tenterden, as part of the Friends of St Mildred’s concert programme, in a 
concert entitled ‘Borders and Barriers’. This showcase performance will include exam work from our 
Year 12 and 13 students as well some final performances from our Year 11 students before they move on 
to pastures new. 

It is lovely to be able to offer our students the opportunity to perform in a range of venues 
(especially now the church pews have been removed!) and we will be adding further venues in the local 
area to our performance spaces in the future.

Music Week 2022 (before the event)

It has been a busy time for dancers in Arts College. The recent annual dance performance was a wonderful success 
with a whopping twenty-four dancers from Arts College involved. Congratulations to you all! Next, Elodie A was a 
sensation also performing at the Blackpool Winter Gardens. Well done, Elodie! And finally, Millie Y has received a 
call back audition by the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland. We are not surprised with this great accomplishment, as 
Millie is a great talent and, like Elodie, she is destined for great things. Good luck, Millie!

Next, we would also like to congratulate Arts’ students Jacob Santer, Amelia B, Eryn W and Elis P for achieving 
distinctions in musical theatre for their recent grade 5 LAMDA exams.

Other students in Arts College also have successes to celebrate with Alfred Smith being awarded Man of the Match 
in a local football tournament. Louis B is pleased as punch with a recent Geography result, which saw him
 narrowly miss his first grade 8. Well done, Alfred and Louis!

Jack H is part of the school equestrian team and works hard before and after school and at weekends to care for 
his horse. Well done, Jack. The Arts College team would like to wish the Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award participants 
good luck on their first day walk. Have fun and stay safe!

And last but certainly not least, we wish Erin and Amelie M good luck as they head off to Florida for a major Baton 
Twirling Championship. Good luck, girls! Bring back the silverware for Britain!

All the very best.
Mr Hanson
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JACK H 9A3 loves horseriding and is part of the Homewood team. 
Jack has his own horse and he goes every morning before and after 
school to muck out, groom and feed the horse. He also spends 
Saturday working at a stables too, often accompanied by his 
Labrador dog. Jack loves animals and wants to pursue a career 
working with them in the future.

Elodie A 10A1 recently competed in a national competition in Blackpool Winter Gardens.
Below are some brilliant pictures Elodie sent. 

Celebrating Successes

Part of the Homewood Team

Following the Arts College assembly where Mr Hanson asked to hear about students’ 
successes, Louis B Year 10 emailed to share, “Recently I got my results back on my 
Geography assessment and I was one mark away from a Grade 8, a result I was very proud 
of.”

Academic Achievement

Elodie tells us she has attended Ballroom and Latin dancing since age 7 and has competed in 
competitions from that age too. The highlight of her journey is attending the National Competition 
every year in Blackpool. Elodie says she enjoys dancing because it comes naturally to her, builds her 
confidence and she has made lots of friends and enjoys the company of her team mates. She thinks 
students should consider dancing as a way to keep fit if you don’t enjoy regular sports activities. Her 
ambition is to become a Dance teacher and inspire others.

Man of the Match
Alfred S 9A2 has been playing football since the age of 4 and this is his first 
season with Park Farm. He is a striker and in a recent match he scored a hat trick 
which put the team 2nd in their league and gained him ‘Man of the Match.’
This is definitely his best season, he’s loving how well he is playing and his team 
mates. His focus is that he is always selected for the team and he knows that he 

needs to stay calm and keep his cool. Alfred says football keeps him fit, teaches him team skills and 
communication skills. It also teaches him restraint on the pitch and respect for others.

Sensational Dancer
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Annual Dance Performance

We were delighted to welcome friends, family and dedicated sup-
porters of the Homewood School Dance Department back to the 
Sinden Theatre in person. 

Miss E Harris, Principal Teacher of Dance says, “this has undoubt-
edly been two of the most difficult years in my teaching career 
but it is fair to say that these young people have been the shining 
light of each and every day. The dedication and commitment they 
show as well as the continued enthusiasm reminds us as to why 
we chose this vocation.” 

A member of the Intoshift Dance Company, Sophie K tells us about the exciting Dance 
show. “The show opened with a very festive Christmas mix to celebrate the Christmas 
Holidays coming up. I was nervous to begin with, but once I was on 
stage I forgot my nerves and I really  enjoyed myself. After the show’s 
grand finale there was a huge applause which made me feel amazing 
knowing the audience had enjoyed our performances. Every perform-
er cheered and celebrated each other’s performance. That’s one of the 
best feelings being part of IntoShift - I feel part of something special.”

LAMDA Exam Results
Congratulations to the following Discovery College and Art College students who have achieved 
impressive results in their LAMDA exams (The London Academy of 
Music and Dramatic Art).

Jacob S 9A3 - Grade 5 Musical Theatre - Distinction
Adam P 8D1 - Grade 5 Acting - Merit
Amelia B 9A4 - Grade 4 Musical Theatre - Distinction
Amelie O 8D9 - Grade 2 Musical Theatre - Merit
Elis P 10A2 - Grade 6 Musical Theatre - Distinction (12 UCAS points)
Erynn W 11A2 - Grade 7 Musical Theatre - Distinction (16 UCAS points) 
Beth A  8D5 - Grade 3 Musical Theatre - Merit
Violet F 8D12 - Grade 3 Acting - Distinction 

Well Done!

Mr Lawson, Head of Discovery and Mrs Croucher, 
Assistant Head of Discovery congratulate our 
Discovery students who have been so successful 
with their LAMDA results. Fantastic achievements.
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Celebrating Successes
Elsie-May K - Boxing

Year 9 student Elsie-May became England Boxing Schools No1 last
September when she was crowned 2021 champion at her weight in 
Newcastle. With this major success under her belt, Elsie-May’s dream of 
being selected for a future Olympic Games has received a big boost as she 
will now be assessed on the sport’s GB performance pathway.

Elsie-May says “I enjoy Boxing because it’s great for your fitness and can 
help with mental health issues. I think that its good for more girls to get
 involved because it can show that girls’ fitness rate is just as good as boys. 
My coaches inspire me to push myself as they know I am dedicated. 
Homewood’s PE Department are also a great support.”

Her sporting hero is Irish professional boxer Katie Taylor, who is the current 
WBA lightweight world champion. Elsie -May tells us, “Boxing is definitely 
something I’ll be continuing in the future as my dream is to go to the 
Olympics.’

Dear World College

Although it has only been a short term, it has certainly been a full packed one, with World College 
students making us all proud with their determination to achieve. We have been especially 
impressed with the resilience shown by our Year 11 students. We do understand how affected their 
studies have been by COVID-19 although we are hopeful that their examinations will now take place 
as normal in the summer. We will of course keep you informed should this situation change.

It is encouraging to see that things are now starting to return to normal both nationwide and in 
school. I know that Mrs Osborne and I are really looking forward to finally seeing the whole college 
together in our fortnightly assemblies once again. It is also encouraging to see that we are starting to 
run more school trips once again. We are hopeful that we will be in a position to offer more trips in 
the future.

We have welcomed Miss Luke into the College Office this term as our new College Coordinator - she 
has been so impressed with the welcome she has received from you all, thank you.

I hope that you all have a relaxing 2 week break and I look forward to seeing you again on 28th 
February.

Mrs Jones
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To give our students a first hand experience of Chinese New Year, MFL organized a trip to London 
ChinaTown and the British Museum for the Y8 students. On the day the students visited some of the 
Chinese culture exhibitions in the museum and also had a guided tour to Chinatown. The students 
also had a full course Chinese New Year meal in a Chinese restaurant. 
Many of them are very good at using Chinese chopsticks!

Chinese Trip

International Trips 2022
Now that COVID restrictions are relaxed, we are excited about taking students abroad once again. 
The following trips are due to go out this year.

• April - ski trip to Austria
• July - PE trip to Costa Brava
• October - Geography trip to Italy
  
Watch this space for more trips on our website......
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Science Corner

This term has been a busy one for Biology in the Science Department.

Year 8 students have been studying digestion and respiration. Some 
classes enjoyed modelling the digestive system by mashing food, 
adding enzymes and then squeezing the mixture through a pair of 
tights! Other classes took part in an investigation into respiration in 
yeast, using balloons to catch the carbon dioxide (see picture).

The Year 11 triple science students had the chance to perform a 
heart dissection, and did an excellent job identifying the different 
ventricles, arteries and veins. 

Meanwhile, the A-Level Biologists have been investigating the effectiveness of 
antibiotics on Bacillus Subtilis and the Applied Science BTEC students have 
been calculating the amount of Vitamin C found in common fruit juices.

Mr. Pritchard has been rearing a variety of 
insects in his classroom, and was very pleased 
to have his first stick insect hatch recently. His 
locusts stayed with one of the Science Techs 
over Christmas, where they enjoyed 
munching their way through lots of sprouts, and have since
produced several offspring.

Science Technicians

Celebrating Successes
Ava - Netball Star

Budding netball player Ava from World College is really enjoying being part of 
one of the London Pulse U17 netball team. The team is in the Vitality league, the 
equivalent of the premier league so the standard is very high. She is enjoying the 
training sessions as well as the matches and has made loads of friends. She trains 
in Ashford or sometimes Leyton Orient and goes all over the place for matches.
Ava absolutely loves all forms of sport and is a valued Sports Leader at school and 
supports events with the Primary school as well as within our school. 
She can see huge benefits for being involved in any sort of sporting activity – it 
boosts confidence; develops social skills; team skills as well as keeping you fit and 
healthy. 
She would encourage every student to find a sport they enjoy and stick with it and 

if you’re stuck for ideas – speak to your friends; ask your PE teacher; try out the sports clubs in school 
and chat to your friends for ideas. 
After school, Ava will study for a degree in Teaching and then plans to join the Army and intends to 
become an Educational Services Officer eventually.



February 2022

I do hope that everyone has had a positive and successful term.  

I very much enjoyed meeting families this term at our parent consultations and options evenings.  
It goes without saying that positive involvement and encouragement from parents and guardians 
in a child’s education is so important, in fact statically it can add the equivalent of 2 years worth of 
schooling for a young person.

I love February and the promise of spring and fresh new beginnings, the evenings are getting
 lighter and the weather warmer.  I hope like me that you are inclined to spend this new season to 
try something new.  

Myself and Luna have been doing Sniffer Dog training!  A hobby or 
interest can help us all challenge ourselves and in doing so build 
resilience as we learn from our mistakes to better ourselves.

This term our assembly has looked at how important it is to challenge 
ourselves to keep going despite setbacks and I hope that by giving this 
consistent message we can encourage ourselves and each other to 
treat mistakes and failures as opportunities to learn and grow and not 
to give up.

We learned about an inspirational young woman called Jessica Cox 
who was born without arms and yet persevered through to learn how 

to do everything that she wanted to do, including flying a plane.  https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
av/magazine-21377627 She made mistakes and got things wrong along the way, yet she used 
these setbacks to help her improve even further.  We spoke about how instead of deciding that we 
cannot do something we can tell ourselves that we will keep trying so that we can do it soon.

In our assembly I also spoke about the importance of attending school and arriving on time to 
lessons.  These are proven to alone be key aspects to success in school both academically and 
socially.  

This brings me back to my original point that we can all work together to change mindsets, en-
courage punctuality and attendance, so that the students at Homewood continue to flourish and 
set up healthy habits and mindsets for life.

Enjoy the joys of spring
Best wishes

Mrs Farrell

Messages from I-College



February 2022

Dear I-College

Although it has been relatively short term since Christmas, I think everyone is ready for a break! We 
seem to have crammed a lot into the last couple of terms.

Just before Christmas Mrs Brown organised a Service of Light for 
those students across the school who have lost loved ones. Al-
though the usual service at the Church was not possible due to cov-
id restrictions students and staff were able to gather outside and 
hang messages  to their loved ones on a Christmas tree especially 
provided for this purpose.

 This term in recognition of World Mental Health Day Mrs Brown 
again organised a day of activities aimed at  encouraging students 
to both talk about about their mental health but also how they 
can support each other.As with previous such days it was a big 
success and there was lots of positive feedback from staff and stu-
dents.We were very proud of how the I College students engaged 
in the activities and supported what we were trying to achieve. 
This display shows art work from some of the activities.

We are also very proud of how many I College Year 8s have volunteered to be Peer Mentors. They 
have all attended training and most have now been allocated a Year 7 to befriend and support and 
have thrown themselves enthusiastically into their new role.

With Half term fast approaching I hope the recent fine weather continues for the holiday and that 
you all manage to have a good break and get out and about now restrictions have finally eased.

Mrs Ross-Smith

Shrek The Musical - By Lily W Year 7

“Hi, my name is Lily . I am in Year 7 and I am currently in rehearsals for 
‘Shrek The Musical’. It is great  fun. We go to rehearsals every  Wednesday 
with a very talented teacher called Mrs Robinson who inspires us to sing, 
dance and act.

This is the first Musical I have performed in. I am playing one of the three 
blind mice. My favourite thing that happened so far has been working on my 
song with the other mice. I am really looking forward to seeing my costume.

I’m looking forward to performing in live shows in front of an audience.”

Tickets are now available from the Sinden Box Office
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In 2013, my dad decided that he wanted to keep bees after seeing 
a wild bees nest in the mountains and was extremely fascinated by 
this. So he looked into options for beekeeping in our area when we 
moved to England. In 2015, he got his first hive.

At first, when my dad had gotten his first hive, I was 8 years old 
and had just started my first school in England. I never had really 
understood at the time what bees did for our environment and 
the consequences and impact it would have on our planet, if bees 
became extinct. At 9 years old, my dad started bringing me to the 
Weald Beekeepers Branch meetings and I became more involved 
and started to help my dad look after his bees. Being at the Weald 

Beekeeper branch made me the youngest member that they had. I caught my first swarm with the help 
of my dad in 2018, I really enjoyed myself. This swarm was so peaceful and I found the buzzing was 
very comforting. 

My Favorite thing about beekeeping is when I mark the Queen Bees 
around April/May. As beekeepers, you have to mark the Queen Bee, 
so that you can identify what year she was born in. This process is 
very important and requires precision to make sure that you don’t 
injure the queen.

I would encourage people to keep bees to help support our environment, 
especially considering that bees are an endangered species and are the
 reason we are able to sustain life on our planet. 

Even though there are many benefits of keeping bees, you shouldn’t 
keep bees if you just want the honey or benefits from the bees. This 
is because honey is also their food source and beekeeping requires a 
lot of responsibility and time as well as care for the bees in the long 
and the short term run. However, you don’t need to keep bees to 
help support them, small actions like : planting Wild Meadow seed 
flowers and bee friendly plants is enough, because you are enabling 
bees to forage and this means they are able to pollinate flowers.

Bee Keeping - by Ela U Year 10
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Artwork Gallery - Ceramics

Mural opportunity
Miss Hancock, Photography teacher at Homewood has been running an Art competition to design a 
mural about Tenterden and will be working with Yolanda Houston, a local artist to create it. Some of 
the students who took part in the design competition  and people from the community will be helping 
to make it - some weeks visiting the Artist’s Studio in New Romney and some weeks working in the 
Art department at Homewood.

Congratulations to Marnie P in Year 8 
who created the winning design. This is 
part of a Generations Connect project.

These clay heads were made by Year 9 students 
using modelling and carving techniques to 
create a 3D sculpture from earthenware clay. 
They were then fired and then painted with 
oxides to emphasise the 3 dimensional qualities 
of light and shade, and fired a second time.
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Library Corner
World Book Day - 3rd March 2022
Join us in the library on Thursday 3rd March to celebrate World Book Day! 

2022 marks the 25th anniversary of World Book Day in the UK.   World Book Day began in 1995 when 
UNESCO held a day to celebrate books and reading.  The UK and Ireland adopted it in 1997 and World 
Book Day is now celebrated in over 100 countries throughout the world.

The founder of World Book Day, Baroness Gail Rebuck, recalls “We wanted to do something to reposi-
tion reading and our message is the same today as it was then – that reading is fun, relevant, accessi-
ble, exciting, and has the power to transform lives.”

Every World Book Day has a theme, this year it’s ‘You Are A Reader’.  

To encourage more people to read for pleasure, you can pick up a World Book Day Book Token.  You 
can use the token to either pick a free book from a range or to get £1 off any book that is not included 
in the range.  Among this year’s free books are:

Get your free book token from the library and join in with some fun activities on 3rd March.  You can 
also find some online activities and a list of the stockists for the free books at
 www.worldbookday.com

Eat and Read
The library has been trialling ‘Eat and Read’ sessions during January and February.  For one lunch 
time the library is open just to those students who wish to read and eat their lunch at the same time.  
Students have to read quietly and clear up after themselves.  So far the sessions have been a great 
success with students saying how much they enjoy having some quiet time.  The next sessions will 
be Thursday 10th March and Thursday 31st March.  Don’t forget to come along and bring your lunch.  
But remember, food and drink is only allowed in the library at Eat and Read sessions.

Reading Game
Year 7 and 8 students have been taking part in a reading game during English lessons in the library.  
Based on feedback from students and teachers this is being extended to Year 9 students who will 
take part in the game next term.
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Library Corner

Harry Potter - 25th anniversary
2022 is also the 25th anniversary of the start of the Harry Potter adventures.  So here are some ‘did 
you know’ facts about JK Rowling, the author:

• Joanne Rowling was born on 31st July 1965 (the same day as Harry Potter although he appears 
to have been born in 1980).

• Joanne Rowling doesn’t actually have a middle name.  The ‘K’ stands for Kathleen which is her 
grandmother’s name.  Joanne was asked, by her publishers, to use her initials rather than her 
full name.  They thought more boys would read a book if it wasn’t obviously written by a wom-
an!  J Rowling didn’t sound right so Joanne added her grandmother’s initial and JK Rowling was 
born

• Joanne loved books and started writing at the age of six when she wrote a story about a rabbit 
called ‘Rabbit’.  By the time she was eleven she wrote a novel about seven cursed diamonds and 
the people who owned them.

• The Harry Potter books started with a train journey.  Joanne Rowling was travelling from Man-
chester to Kings Cross in 1990 when the train was delayed.  Gradually the idea for a book about 
a boy wizard came to her and, over the next five years, she worked on the manuscript.

• At that time the manuscript was written in longhand (normal handwriting) and Joanne had 
mountains of notes.  She took the manuscript with her to Edinburgh in 1993 where she lived 
with her baby daughter, Jessica and trained as a teacher.

• The manuscript for Harry Potter was rejected by 12 publishers before Bloomsbury decided to 
sign JK Rowling to their list.  Which shows you should never give up on your dreams!

• The first publisher to reject Harry Potter kept the file JK Rowling had sent it in saying ‘my list is 
full, your folder wouldn’t fit in the envelope’.  She said in a later interview that it had upset her as 
she didn’t have a lot of money and had to scrape together cash to buy a new one.

• And that publisher also rejected her first manuscript under the pen name of Robert Galbraith!  
This is the name she uses for some of her adult books after she wrote the Harry Potter series.

Library Google Classroom
Don’t forget to check the library Google classroom for 
new resources and information about the library in 
general.  Use the code krylqjo.

Forgotten your pen?  Snapped your ruler?  Can’t find 
your pencil case?  Just pop up to the library!  We carry a 
full range of stationery from glue sticks to protractors, 
pencil cases to compasses.  For a price list see

Stationery
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Library Corner

Harry Potter Wordsearch
To celebrate 25 years of Harry Potter, why not try this Harry Potter Word Search.  Good luck!

Created with TheTeachersCorner.net Word Search Maker

Harry Potter Word Search
Find the words hidden in the word search. Words may run forwards or backwards, up, down and 

diagonally.

AZKABAN BELLATRIX BUCKBEAK 

DOBBY DRACO DRIVE 

DUMBLEDORE DURSLEY GRANGER 

GRINGOTTS GRIPHOOK GRYFFINDOR 

HAGRID HARRY HERMIONE 

HOGWARTS MAGIC MALFOY 

MCGONAGALL MUGGLE PHOENIX 

PIVOT POTTER RONALD 

SLYTHERIN SNAPE VOLDEMORT 

WEASLEY   

Name:                                          

N Z H Y K K T R D O B B Y Q D R A C O E

N I N J M C G O N A G A L L D Y H K W T

X I R T A L L E B Y Z D J O I E O W E W

S F K E Y E L G G U M J O M R L G D T D

G K L M H M I D F I N R D W G S W M O J

R O A C P T Y M D B K O E T A R A A V D

A L T E T S Y J B P C D Y F H U R W I D

N Z V C B Z P L B V W N E F H D T J P C

G U G O P K L O S L G I N L H S S N K P

E P V K G E C P T Y K F O S G Q K L O E

R H M O Q R K U L T H F I Y A B O Y O P

P O T N L O I V B N E Y M E X J O G H A

G E O Z P D A N R T I R R L D F W R P N

M N M E Y E E N G I N G E S L L M X I S

E I N I R L A M A O C A H A H D A O R E

Z X O J R B Q S O I T D M E N H Z N G M

K E G Z A M Q U G R T T R W S U F Q O W

W Q T K H U E A J J T H S I P H Y Z X R

F Y Z B B D M Q J F I S J Z V B L Q V Y

L A N P O Y J K X S W G H B K E H Z U W
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February, March or April Events Around the World
Chinese New Year - 1st February 2022
The beginning of February celebrated the start of the year of the Tiger in the Chinese calendar.  

The Winter Olympics - 4th to 20th February 2022
The 24th Winter Olympics will take place in Beijing with 91 nations competing.

Charles Dickens Birthday - 7th February 1812

Pancake Day - 1st March 2022
Pancake day (or Shrove Tuesday) is the day before Lent begins.  People traditionally used up eggs and fat 
which they would often ‘give up for Lent’.

St David’s Day - 1st March 2022
St. David is the patron saint of Wales.

Lent - 2nd March 2022
Lent is a period of fasting in the Christian calendar.  It lasts for 40 days from Ash Wednesday until the day be-
fore Good Friday.  Whilst some people fast, others decide to stop eating certain foods for the period.  The forty 
days marks Jesus’ 40 days in the wilderness.

Dr Seuss Day - 2nd March 2022    Celebrated in USA as the birthday of Theodor Seuss Geisel (aka Dr Seuss)

World Wildlife Day - 3rd March 2022
Celebrating nature and raising awareness of conservation issues

International Women’s Day - 8th March 2022
Celebrating women’s rights and the achievements of women

Pi Day - 14th March 2022
Yes there really is a day celebrating Pi (the ratio of a circle’s circumference to its diameter).  14th March was 
chosen because Pi is often represented as 3.14 (the first three digits of the measurement and because it is 
also the date of Albert Einstein’s birthday in 1879

St Patrick’s Day - 17th March 2022
St Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland

Red Nose Day - 18th March 2022

Mothering Sunday - 27th March 2022

British Summer Time begins - 27th March 2022
Clocks go forward by one hour

Ramadan - 2nd April 2022
Ramadan is a period of fasting in the Muslim calendar.  It lasts for a month so will take place from 2nd April 
until 1st May 2022.  During Ramadan people are not allowed to eat or drink (even water) between dawn and 
dusk.  Younger children, pregnant women or new mothers, the elderly or the sick do not have to take part in 
fasting.  Ramadan is a time for Muslims to practice self restraint which links to one of the five pillars of Islam.



Be Inspired!


