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1. Introduction

To all our Year 11 students
The time is soon approaching for you to sit your exams for important qualifications that have
the potential to open many doors for you and will therefore help to determine your future
pathways.  You have obviously been preparing for a long time now but, as you enter into the
final straight and the actual exams are coming into view, we want you to know that we believe
in you and that we are here to provide the practical support and expertise that you need to
ensure that you are as prepared as fully as possible.  This booklet has been compiled by your
teachers and gives you some really practical tips about how to prepare yourselves and how to
revise effectively.  It has been updated this year especially for your year group and I know that
you will find it very helpful indeed.  It comes with our very best wishes for your success.  Aim
high, work hard and achieve your best!  Mr Single

Changes to the 2022 Summer Exam season

In November the Government published the results into its consultations on contingency

arrangements for exams in Summer 2022. These are set out in two sections as follows:

● Changes to the content of exams in 2022. Departments are all aware of these changes

and are planning accordingly so students are fully prepared. Full details can be found

HERE.

● Guidance on contingency arrangements for students taking qualifications in summer

2022. These are set out for use in the highly unlikely event that exams had to be

cancelled for a third year. Full details can be found HERE. Students should note that

outcomes of formal classroom assessments and mock exams during the year are likely

to be used as evidence for grading purposes should exams be cancelled.

● This guidance also includes MESSAGE TO STUDENTS from Ofqual.

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022/outcome/decisions-proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-contingency-arrangements-for-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-summer-2022/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-other-exam-centres-on-contingency-arrangements-for-students-entering-gcses-as-and-a-levels-the-advanced-extension
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/open-letters-arrangements-for-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022/letter-to-students


2. Parent guide to GCSE Revision and Exam Success

Download the Collins Parent Guide to GCSE Revision and Exam Success

https://resources.collins.co.uk/Collins4Parents/GCSE%20Parent%20Guide%20Final%20web.pdf

Help your child make a revision timetable
Research shows that revision is better little and often so remember to encourage a focus on the quality

vs. the quality of revision.

The key to helping your child revise more often (and be happier doing it), is by breaking big tasks into

small, manageable chunks to incorporate into a timetable. Here is a useful website to help you plan a

revision timetable https://getadapt.co.uk/

Suggest useful revision and anti-procrastination tool
Mobile phones can seem like your worst enemy when you think your child should be revising. It is so

easy for young people to get distracted by their devices. However you could encourage ways they can

incorporate their mobile phone into their studies.

For example, a student can use a phone as a timer to test how quickly they can get through a set of

flashcards. There are even apps you can download that give you rewards if you don’t pick up your phone

for a set amount of time.

Dr. Jennifer McGahan, Lecturer in Psychology at Manchester Metropolitan University, offers her best

advice to give to your child when they're knuckling down with revision:

“My top tip for revision is to test yourself. Studies show that most students choose to revise by

making notes and repeatedly studying them. Revising in this way makes the content feel more

and more familiar each time they are read, giving you a false sense of ‘knowing’ the information.

Remember, exams require you to recall information, not read it!

A more effective form of revision involves testing yourself. A test can take many forms, such as

completing a past exam paper, creating a mind map or perhaps telling your cat some interesting

facts about Freud! As long as you are recalling information from your memory without relying on

books or notes, you are testing yourself.

Testing can feel counterintuitive because it takes more effort than note reading and you may not

recall much information to start with. Do not let this put you off, the harder your brain works

during the test the better your memory will be in the end.

Henry Roediger at Washington University named this phenomenon the ‘testing effect’. Many

studies have demonstrated the long lasting benefits of the testing effect in undergraduates,

schoolchildren and adults. All participants retained information for longer when information was

repeatedly tested compared to repeatedly studied.”

https://resources.collins.co.uk/Collins4Parents/GCSE%20Parent%20Guide%20Final%20web.pdf
https://getadapt.co.uk/


Help keep perspective

Teenagers are less likely to be stressed if they feel prepared, but keep an eye out if your child has a

tendency to overdo the revision - this can make them even more stressed.

Make sure they avoid last minute cramming, as there is only so much a brain can assimilate in a day.

If it’s all getting too much, encourage them to forget the revision timetable for a couple of hours and

do something completely different, such as meeting a friend.

Young Minds has a useful website on supporting your child through exam season. Here are their

top tips of things that can really make a difference.

● Work with your child to find what revision style works for them.

● Encourage your child to take revision breaks and find a balance between studying and

doing things they find enjoyable and relaxing.

● Make sure they are eating and drinking at regular intervals.

● Encourage them to take some time after revising to wind down.

● Reassure them – reinforce that you are and will be proud of them no matter what

happens.

● Remain positive and hopeful!

● Plan a treat or an activity together to mark the end of the exams.

● Set aside one to one time so that they can talk to you about any worries.

● Let them know their feelings are valid and normal, but also offer support and solutions

where possible.

● Anxiety is often worse at night and this means it is useful to encourage good bedtime

routine

● Work with them to develop relaxation techniques.

● If anxiety and stress start impacting their day-to-day life seek help from your GP.

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-guide-to-support-a-z/parents-guide

-to-support-exam-time/

Top tips for self quizzing:

● Create elaborate links between new information and existing knowledge, this will

make it easier to cue yourself during tests.

● Make sure that you do not learn any mistakes during testing. This is especially

important if using multiple-choice tests as the right and wrong answers can be very

similar.

● Try to space out testing sessions to give your brain a chance to catch up with all your

new learning!

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-guide-to-support-a-z/parents-guide-to-support-exam-time/
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-guide-to-support-a-z/parents-guide-to-support-exam-time/


3. Revision Top Tips for students

https://lifemoreextraordinary.com/revision/how-to-revise-effectively/

Revision is basically learning stuff so you can recall and apply it.  So, firstly, you need to remember

stuff, lots of stuff!  So here are some tips to help. The key, according to “memory champion” Ed

Cooke, is to start early but

learn in short bursts, testing

yourself on a subject over

several weeks and leaving

time between each session.

What memory experts have

found works best is to read

information for a short time,

say 10 minutes, then actively

try to recall by writing down

everything you can

remember, then again after a

day or two, then seven, then

after 14 days.  This is known

as spaced learning and it

really works. Cramming

doesn’t, although packing in all your revision before Pancake Day might make you feel smug, it’s

probably not a good idea. “I can memorise a shuffled pack of cards, but if I don’t test myself on them

a few days later, I’ll have forgotten them entirely,” says Cooke.

The more variety you use in

your revision the better.

Figure 2 shows some

suggestions, try different

techniques for the same

topic and you will embed

the information more fully

in your brain.

You also need to be able to apply what you have learnt to examples and questions.  This requires

being able to link ideas and concepts together.  The best revision strategy for this is practice.  You

can use past papers from the exam board websites, questions from revision guides or online apps.

Practice makes perfect!  Remember to compare your answer with the mark scheme and look for

how you can increase your marks. For really effective practice try the “Revision Power Hour”!

https://lifemoreextraordinary.com/revision/how-to-revise-effectively/
https://lifemoreextraordinary.com/revision/how-to-revise-effectively/


4.

Additional support and catch up sessions

We have extra funding in school to offer additional support to some students so that they can catch

up on lost learning and not be disadvantaged later in the year.  We are offering the following support

by invitation:

Saturday Mornings

Saturday school will be organised for later in the school year, students will be invited to sessions by

departments.

After hours tutoring

Small group tutoring is available in Core subjects, Geography and History and this can be requested

by emailing tutoring@homewood.kent.sch.uk or by teacher referral.  Due to the need to keep

groups small spaces on this programme are limited.

Week day tutoring in school hours

We have been lucky enough to be able to recruit three excellent Tutors full time for 24 weeks, so

they will be in school right up to the GCSE exams.  Sessions are in groups of 3-5 and so can be

individually tailored according to need.  This programme will be available for selected students.

● Our tutors will be concentrating on Core subjects as well as Geography and History.

● Sessions planned and delivered according to specific student requests and needs to improve

confidence across the curriculum

If you would like to find out more about any aspect of the Tutoring Programme please contact Mrs

Farrell (Director of Student Achievement) k.farrell@homewood.kent.sch.uk

If you are selected for a session you will be sent a letter, please respond as quickly as possible.

mailto:tutoring@homewood.kent.sch.uk


After School and Lunchtime Revision Sessions

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
3:30 - 5pm Fine Art
with GPR in L23*

3.30pm Maths
Foundation GCSE
in G45 or G3***

2.15pm Science
Combined and
Triple - L16

3.30pm Maths
Higher  in G7 or
G11***

3.30-4.30pm
Geography GCSE
F50

3:30 - 4:30pm Fine
Art and
Photography with
AHN in L21*

3.30pm GCSE
English Language
and Literature in
T7

2:15 - 4:15pm Fine
Art with GPR in
L23*

3.30pm GCSE
English Language
and Literature in
T7

3.30-4.30PM
Media Studies
L1

3:30 - 4:30pm Fine
Art and
Photography with
AHN in L21*

2:15 - 3:30pm Fine
Art and
Photography with
AHN in L21*

3:30 - 4:30pm
Photography with
GMA in L20*

3:30- 4:30PM
History
C41

3:30 - 4:30PM
PE PEP session
(coursework) in
S20 (starts
January)

2:15 - 3:30pm
French
F12

3:30 - 4:30PM
PE Revision in S20
(starts January)

3:30 - 4:30pm
Photography with
GMA in L20*

2:15 - 3:30pm
German
F11

3:30 - 4:30pm
Graphics with LJM
in C3*

3.30-4.30pm
Geography
advanced **

2.15pm - 3.30pm
Business A 10

3.30 - 4.30pm
Health and Social
Care and Child
Development in
A49.

3:30 - 4:30pm
German
F8 (starts January)

2.15-3.30 Music J
block

12:05 - 1pm
French
F13
12:05 - 1pm
German
F12
3:30-4:30
Computer Science
G18
3.45-4.30 (EBR)
Sociology (11A)
F3***
From Jan 2022
onwards
3:30 - 4:30pm
French
F5 (starts January)
3:30 - 4:30pm
Chinese
F9 (starts January)

*students need to arrange with their class teacher  **By invitation only ***By invitation only,

please ask class teacher if you want to be included



5. Subject guides

Below you will find information for every subject, this includes the specification link which lists all

the content that students will be examined on, as well as information about revision guides and links

to useful websites. This document is also available on the school website.

What is a specification? Each qualification for each exam board has a specification which is an

overview of everything you need to know about your qualification. The most useful section of the

specification are the topic areas which list all the topics that students could be examined on.

Specifications are a really useful tool to track revision and make sure that you have covered all the

relevant topics and subtopics.

English
Qualification  GCSE English Language

Exam Board AQA

Examinations 1hr 45 mins - English Language Paper One – Analysis of unseen text and writing to describe

1hr 45 mins - English Language Paper Two – Analysis and comparison of two unseen texts

(one modern text and one 19th century text) and writing to persuade, argue or explain

Specification link http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700

Useful Guides CGP/Pearson/Cambridge all do revision guides for AQA English Language Paper 1 

Useful Websites https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zcbchv4 

Seneca Learning - access codes on Google Classroom

Technical skills practice tasks: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z7vdy9q

Top tips and advice Extra practice questions can be found on Google Classroom - all home learning tasks are for

exam revision

Qualification  GCSE English Literature
Exam Board AQA
Examinations 1hr 40 mins - English Literature Paper One

– Analysis of ‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles Dickens; Analysis of ‘Blood Brothers’ by Willy
Russell
1 hrs 45 mins - English Literature Paper Two
– Analysis of ‘Macbeth’ by William Shakespeare; Analysis of unseen poems.

Specification link http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702

Useful Guides Students are encouraged to purchase their own copies of the texts, where possible:
● ‘Macbeth’ – William Shakespeare               ISBN: 978-0198324003
● ‘A Christmas Carol’ – Charles Dickens             ISBN: 978-1853261213
● ‘Blood Brothers’ – Willy Russell                          ISBN: 978-0413767707
● Study guides for each of the texts listed above are available. We recommend CGP.

Useful Websites Seneca Learning - access codes on Google Classroom
Sparknotes - www.sparknotes.com/
No Fear Shakespeare - http://nfs.sparknotes.com/
BBC Bitesize - http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zckw2hv

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zcbchv4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z7vdy9q
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702
http://www.sparknotes.com/
http://nfs.sparknotes.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zckw2hv


A Christmas Carol – You Tube
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcvEcrsF_9zIajHrH8fQuherWuWxFzrH0
Macbeth – You Tube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RCsQ21ySfvA&index=38&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zK2k1frufn7vg-
izlkDqcCD
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z9GveRNPtPw&index=40&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zK2k1frufn7vg
-izlkDqcCD
Blood Brothers – You Tube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZsd__wvoF0&index=54&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zJ0JEEr8Lp9c9
_eYQzZBYcR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UgR3ATt1NUU&index=55&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zJ0JEEr8Lp9c
9_eYQzZBYcR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZqQh1d1J-98&index=56&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zJ0JEEr8Lp9c9
_eYQzZBYcR

Top tips and advice Extra practice questions can be found on Google Classroom - all home learning tasks are for
exam revision

Maths

Qualification GCSE Mathematics (9-1)
Exam Board Edexcel
Examinations Paper 1 non calculator 1.5 hrs, paper 2 calculator 1.5 hrs, paper 3 calculator 1.5 hrs
Specification link http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.html
Useful Guides Revise Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Mathematics Revision Guide 

Higher 9781447988090   Foundation 9781447988045
Useful Websites www.vle.mathswatch.com

https://corbettmaths.com/
http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
GCSE revision
GCSE exam papers
GCSE self assessment tool

Top tips and advice ● Be in school as much as possible
● Have all the necessary equipment
● Work as hard as you can in class
● Do all homework set
● Revise for every test, it becomes a habit

It’s not rocket science, it’s maths

Combined Science

Qualification GCSE Combined Science (9-1)
Exam Board Edexcel
Examinations 6 exams 1 hour 10 mins each.  The paper will include multiple-choice, short answer questions,

calculations and extended open-response questions. Calculators may be used in the
examination.
Biology Paper 1 - Topic 1 – Key concepts in biology, Topic 2 – Cells and control, Topic 3 –
Genetics, Topic 4 – Natural selection and genetic modification, Topic 5 – Health, disease and
the development of medicines
Biology Paper 2 – Topic 1 – Key concepts in biology, Topic 6 – Plant structures and their
functions, Topic 7 – Animal coordination, control and homeostasis, Topic 8 – Exchange and
transport in animals, Topic 9 – Ecosystems and material cycles

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcvEcrsF_9zIajHrH8fQuherWuWxFzrH0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RCsQ21ySfvA&index=38&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zK2k1frufn7vg-izlkDqcCD
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RCsQ21ySfvA&index=38&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zK2k1frufn7vg-izlkDqcCD
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z9GveRNPtPw&index=40&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zK2k1frufn7vg-izlkDqcCD
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z9GveRNPtPw&index=40&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zK2k1frufn7vg-izlkDqcCD
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZsd__wvoF0&index=54&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zJ0JEEr8Lp9c9_eYQzZBYcR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZsd__wvoF0&index=54&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zJ0JEEr8Lp9c9_eYQzZBYcR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UgR3ATt1NUU&index=55&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zJ0JEEr8Lp9c9_eYQzZBYcR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UgR3ATt1NUU&index=55&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zJ0JEEr8Lp9c9_eYQzZBYcR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZqQh1d1J-98&index=56&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zJ0JEEr8Lp9c9_eYQzZBYcR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZqQh1d1J-98&index=56&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zJ0JEEr8Lp9c9_eYQzZBYcR
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.html
http://www.vle.mathswatch.com/
https://corbettmaths.com/
http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/papers.html
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/resources/selfassessment.pdf


Chemistry Paper 1 – Topic 1 – Key concepts in chemistry, Topic 2 – States of matter and
mixtures, Topic 3 – Chemical changes, Topic 4 – Extracting metals and equilibria
Chemistry Paper 2 – Topic 1 – Key concepts in chemistry, Topic 6 – Groups in the periodic
table, Topic 7 – Rates of reaction and energy changes, Topic 8 – Fuels and Earth science
Physics Paper 1 - Topic 1 – Key concepts of physics, Topic 2 – Motion and forces, Topic 3 –
Conservation of energy, Topic 4 – Waves, Topic 5 – Light and the electromagnetic spectrum,
Topic 6 – Radioactivity
Physics Paper 2 - Topic 1 – Key concepts of physics, Topic 8 – Energy - Forces doing work, Topic
9 – Forces and their effects, Topic 10 – Electricity and circuits, Topic 12 – Magnetism and the
motor effect, Topic 13 – Electromagnetic induction, Topic 14 – Particle model, Topic 15 –
Forces and matter

Specification link https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/Edexc
el_GCSE_L1-L2_Combined_Science.pdf

Useful Guides Target Grade 5 Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Combined Science Intervention Workbook.
Publisher: Pearson ISBN: 9780435189020
Revise Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Combined Science Workbook ISBN: 1292131586
GCSE Combined Science exam practice ISBN:1782944982
CGP Combined Science Edexcel Revision Guide ISBN: 978 1 78294 574 1

Useful Websites www.senecalearning.co.uk Each student should join their class. Ask your teacher for code.
www.educake.co.uk – all students have personal log-ins and are set weekly homework.
http://www.focuselearning.co.uk/u/32615/hofwqAshijbeqqeCdeEffgulqubdkthrb - videos and
animations to help in all science topics including core practicals
https://www.youtube.com/view_all_playlists?nv=1 – Science Department video channel
including Primrose kitten useful videos for all science topics including core practicals
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw – lots of videos
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zqkww6f - excellent site for revision
https://mathsmadeeasy.co.uk/gcse-science-revision/ - lots of practice questions & answers

Top tips and advice 15 minutes keyword revision per day for 5 days a week will really help with knowledge
retrieval.
Lots of practice of exam questions and useful apps such as Seneca Learning to test your
understanding.

Triple/Separate Sciences

Qualification GCSE Biology
Exam Board Edexcel
Examinations Paper 1 – 1 hour 45 mins

● Topic 1 – Key concepts in biology ● Topic 2 – Cells and control ● Topic 3 – Genetics ● Topic 4
– Natural selection and genetic modification ● Topic 5 – Health, disease and the development
of medicines
Paper 2 – 1 hour 45 mins
● Topic 1 – Key concepts in biology ● Topic 6 – Plant structures and their functions ● Topic 7 –
Animal coordination, control and homeostasis ● Topic 8 – Exchange and transport in animals ●
Topic 9 – Ecosystems and material cycles

Specification link https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/Edexc
el_GCSE_L1-L2_Biology.pdf

Useful Guides CGP Edexcel Biology 9-1 Revision Guide ISBN-10: 1782945717

Edexcel GCSE Biology Workbook ISBN: 1292131764

Edexcel GCSE Biology Exam practice ISBN: 1782944958

Useful Websites www.senecalearning.co.uk Each student should join their class. Ask your teacher for code.
www.educake.co.uk – all students have personal log-ins and are set weekly homework.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/Edexcel_GCSE_L1-L2_Combined_Science.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/Edexcel_GCSE_L1-L2_Combined_Science.pdf
http://www.senecalearning.co.uk
http://www.educake.co.uk
http://www.focuselearning.co.uk/u/32615/hofwqAshijbeqqeCdeEffgulqubdkthrb
https://www.youtube.com/view_all_playlists?nv=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zqkww6f
https://mathsmadeeasy.co.uk/gcse-science-revision/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/Edexcel_GCSE_L1-L2_Biology.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/Edexcel_GCSE_L1-L2_Biology.pdf
http://www.senecalearning.co.uk
http://www.educake.co.uk


http://www.focuselearning.co.uk/u/32615/hofwqAshijbeqqeCdeEffgulqubdkthrb - videos and
animations to help in all science topics including core practicals
https://www.youtube.com/view_all_playlists?nv=1 – Science Department video channel
including Primrose kitten useful videos for all science topics including core practicals
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw – lots of videos
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zqkww6f - excellent site for revision
https://mathsmadeeasy.co.uk/gcse-science-revision/ - lots of practice questions & answers

Qualification GCSE Chemistry
Exam Board Edexcel
Examinations Paper 1 – 1 hour 45 mins

Topic 1 – Key concepts in chemistry ● Topic 2 – States of matter and mixtures ● Topic 3 –
Chemical changes ● Topic 4 – Extracting metals and equilibria ● Topic 5 – Separate chemistry 1
Paper 2 – 1 hour 45 mins
● Topic 1 – Chemistry Key Concepts ● Topic 6 – Groups in the periodic table ● Topic 7 – Rates
of reaction and energy changes ● Topic 8 – Fuels and Earth science ● Topic 9 – Separate
chemistry 2

Specification link https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/Edexc
el_GCSE_L1-L2_Chemistry.pdf

Useful Guides CGP Edexcel Chemistry 9-1 Revision Guide ISBN-10: 1782944966

Edexcel GCSE Chemistry Workbook ISBN: 1292131942

Edexcel Chemistry Exam practice ISBN: 1782944966

Useful Websites www.senecalearning.co.uk Each student should join their class. Ask your teacher for code.
www.educake.co.uk – all students have personal log-ins and are set weekly homework.
http://www.focuselearning.co.uk/u/32615/hofwqAshijbeqqeCdeEffgulqubdkthrb - videos and
animations to help in all science topics including core practicals
https://www.youtube.com/view_all_playlists?nv=1 – Science Department video channel
including Primrose kitten useful videos for all science topics including core practicals
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw – lots of videos
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zqkww6f - excellent site for revision
https://mathsmadeeasy.co.uk/gcse-science-revision/ - lots of practice questions & answers

Qualification GCSE Physics
Exam Board Edexcel
Examinations Paper 1 – 1 hour 45 mins

● Topic 1 – Key concepts of physics ● Topic 2 – Motion and forces ● Topic 3 – Conservation of
energy ● Topic 4 – Waves ● Topic 5 – Light and the electromagnetic spectrum ● Topic 6 –
Radioactivity ● Topic 7 – Astronomy
Paper 2 – 1 hour 45 mins
● Topic 1 – Key concepts of physics ● Topic 8 – Energy - Forces doing work ● Topic 9 – Forces
and their effects ● Topic 10 – Electricity and circuits ● Topic 11 – Static electricity ● Topic 12 –
Magnetism and the motor effect ● Topic 13 – Electromagnetic induction ● Topic 14 – Particle
model ● Topic 15 – Forces and matter

Specification link https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/Edexc
el_GCSE_L1-L2_Physics.pdf

Useful Guides CGP Edexcel Physics 9-1 Revision Guide ISBN-10: 1782945733

Edexcel Physics Workbook ISBN: 1292133686

Edexcel Physics Exam practice ISBN: 1782944974

Useful Websites www.senecalearning.co.uk Each student should join their class. Ask your teacher for code.
www.educake.co.uk – all students have personal log-ins and are set weekly homework.
http://www.focuselearning.co.uk/u/32615/hofwqAshijbeqqeCdeEffgulqubdkthrb - videos and
animations to help in all science topics including core practicals
https://www.youtube.com/view_all_playlists?nv=1 – Science Department video channel
including Primrose kitten useful videos for all science topics including core practicals
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw – lots of videos

http://www.focuselearning.co.uk/u/32615/hofwqAshijbeqqeCdeEffgulqubdkthrb
https://www.youtube.com/view_all_playlists?nv=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zqkww6f
https://mathsmadeeasy.co.uk/gcse-science-revision/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/Edexcel_GCSE_L1-L2_Chemistry.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/Edexcel_GCSE_L1-L2_Chemistry.pdf
http://www.senecalearning.co.uk
http://www.educake.co.uk
http://www.focuselearning.co.uk/u/32615/hofwqAshijbeqqeCdeEffgulqubdkthrb
https://www.youtube.com/view_all_playlists?nv=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zqkww6f
https://mathsmadeeasy.co.uk/gcse-science-revision/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/Edexcel_GCSE_L1-L2_Physics.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/Edexcel_GCSE_L1-L2_Physics.pdf
http://www.senecalearning.co.uk
http://www.educake.co.uk
http://www.focuselearning.co.uk/u/32615/hofwqAshijbeqqeCdeEffgulqubdkthrb
https://www.youtube.com/view_all_playlists?nv=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw


https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zqkww6f - excellent site for revision
https://mathsmadeeasy.co.uk/gcse-science-revision/ - lots of practice questions & answers

Top tips and advice 15 minutes keyword revision per day for 5 days a week will really help with knowledge
retrieval.
Lots of practice of exam questions and useful apps such as Seneca Learning to test your
understanding.

Animal Care

Qualification Pearson BTEC Level 1 and 2 First Award in Animal Care
Exam Board Edexcel
Examinations Unit 1 Animal Health - Externally Assessed in January for a small number of students who are

already aware.
Coursework Unit 2 Animal Handling, Unit 4 Animal accommodation and Unit 5 Animal Behaviour
Specification link  https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/animal-care-2014-nqf.course

materials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-asses
sments

Useful Guides  https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/animal-care-2014-nqf.html#t
ab-Studying

Useful Websites  https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/animal-care-2014-nqf.html

Top tips and advice Make sure you have completed all coursework assignments when they are set - ask your teacher
if you are not sure about anything.
If you are sitting your exam in January, make sure you are confident in recalling key points of
health checking, diseases and parasites.

Art & Design (all specialisms)

Qualification GCSE Art & Design (all specialisms)
Exam Board AQA
Examinations Controlled assessment = not applicable for Summer 2022.

Coursework = A portfolio of work (topics agreed / set by the teacher) consisting of at least
one sustained project, with a selection of further work (100%)

Specification link http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206
Useful Guides https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6hs34j
Useful Websites https://www.pinterest.co.uk/

https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/article/9-virtual-exhibition-art-tours-to-watch-online
https://sites.google.com/homewood.kent.sch.uk/photography

Top tips and advice Ensure that every project you complete shows evidence of drawing (in any materials) and
written or typed annotations where you analyse the work that you have done and explain
what you think about it.   This is for all Art & Design subjects.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zqkww6f
https://mathsmadeeasy.co.uk/gcse-science-revision/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6hs34j
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/article/9-virtual-exhibition-art-tours-to-watch-online
https://sites.google.com/homewood.kent.sch.uk/photography


Business

Qualification GCSE Business
Exam Board Pearson (Edexcel)
Examinations Paper 1 (Theme 1) - Investigating small businesses - 1 hr 30 Min exam

Content overview ● Topic 1.1 Enterprise and entrepreneurship ● Topic 1.2 Spotting a business
opportunity ● Topic 1.3 Putting a business idea into practice ● Topic 1.4 Making the business
effective ● Topic 1.5 Understanding external influences on business

Paper 2 (Theme 2) - Building a Business - 1hr 30 Min exam

Content overview ● Topic 2.1 Growing the business ● Topic 2.2 Making marketing decisions ●
Topic 2.3 Making operational decisions ● Topic 2.4 Making financial decisions ● Topic 2.5
Making human resource decisions

Both papers are divided into three sections: Section A: 35 marks Section B: 30 marks Section
C: 25 marks. The paper will consist of calculations, multiple-choice, short-answer and
extended-writing questions. Questions in Sections B and C will be based on business contexts
given in the paper.

Calculators may be used.
Specification link https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Business/2017/specification-and-

sample-assessments/GCSE_Business_Spec_2017.pdf

Useful Guides Pearson Revision Guide and Workbook. Both can be purchased from the school (as per the
email sent to parents).
Revision Guide - ISBN 9781292190716
Workbook - ISBN 9781292190709

Useful Websites https://www.tutor2u.net/business
BBC bitesize
Edexcel Business website (2017 specification)
Youtube - Two Teachers

Top tips and advice Revise for short bursts multiple times a week
Read the questions, highlight the context and remember to structure effectively
Always re read your answer and ask have I explained what this means
Use the knowledge organisers supplied to support revision
Practice the calculations and memorise the formula

Business and Enterprise

Qualification Level 1 & 2 Tech Award in Enterprise
Exam Board BTEC
Examinations Component 3 - Promotion and Finance for Enterprise
Coursework Component 1 - Exploring Enterprise

Component 2 -  Planning for and Pitching an Enterprise Activity
Specification link https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/enterprise.html
Useful Guides Mock Exam papers, Work pack, class notes, past exam papers, Google classroom.
Useful Websites https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zpsvr82www

Top tips and advice Revise for short bursts multiple times a week
Always re read your answer and ask have I explained what this means
Use the knowledge organisers and revision booklets supplied to support revision
Practice the calculations and memorise the formula, check your answers for mistakes
Work through the revision booklet

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Business/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/GCSE_Business_Spec_2017.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Business/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/GCSE_Business_Spec_2017.pdf
https://www.tutor2u.net/business
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/enterprise.html
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zpsvr82
http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/


Catering - Food Preparation and Nutrition

Qualification GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition
Exam Board WJEC/Eduqas
Examinations Principles of Food Preparation and Nutrition 50%
Controlled Assessment NEA 2 Food Preparation and Nutrition in Action  50%
Specification link https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/food-preparation-and-nutrition-gcse/#tab_overvi

ew
Useful Guides Eduqas GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition: Revision Guide £12.60 Amazon

Revision work books, mock papers, class notes in exercise books, google classroom for all
presentations. Seneca learning tasks.

Useful Websites https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zdn9jhv
https://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/
https://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=1476

Top tips and advice Revise terminology and key terms, Use knowledge organisers to help you revise. Apply
knowledge from your practical lessons to theory questions. Check the grade awarded for
each exam question. Watch cookery programmes or you-tube clips to improve your
practical knowledge and skills.

Child Development

Qualification Child Development Cambridge Nationals
Exam Board OCR
Examinations Students will sit an exam worth 50% of their overall grade. It covers a range of topics

which include: family structure, pre-conceptual health and care, reproduction,
pregnancy, antenatal provision, preparation for birth, post-natal, physical development,
nutrition and health, intellectual development, emotional development, social
development and community support.

Controlled Assessment Students submit two pieces of coursework; R019 and R020. Both pieces of coursework
are worth 25% each towards their final grade. R019 involves students completing three
tasks based on the early years sector and nutritional requirements of a child. R020
involves carrying out an investigation into the developmental norms of a child aged
between 0-5 years.

Specification link https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/child-development-level-1-2-j818/
Useful Guides https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/early-years-and-child-care/products/level-

2/cambridge-national-level-1-2-child-development
Top tips and advice ● To practice defining key terms; remember, this paper is very much factual based

so no marks are given for benefit of the doubt.
● To complete the LO1, LO2, LO3, LO4 and LO5 workbooks that have been provided

on Google Classroom.

Citizenship

Qualification GCSE Citizenship Studies
Exam Board AQA
Examinations 2 exams each of 1h 45min

Exam 1 comprises two sections:
  Section A: Active citizenship questions: questions on the citizenship action of others
and questions on the students taking citizenship action investigation (40 marks)
  Section B: Politics and participation question (40 marks)

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/food-preparation-and-nutrition-gcse/#tab_overview
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/food-preparation-and-nutrition-gcse/#tab_overview
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zdn9jhv
https://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/
https://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=1476
https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/child-development-level-1-2-j818/
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/early-years-and-child-care/products/level-2/cambridge-national-level-1-2-child-development
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/early-years-and-child-care/products/level-2/cambridge-national-level-1-2-child-development


  Question types: multiple-choice, short answer, source-based questions, extended
answer

Exam 2 comprises two sections:
  Section A: Life in modern Britain questions (40 marks)
  Section B: Rights and responsibilities questions (40 marks)
  Question types: multiple-choice, short answer, source-based questions, extended
answer

Specification link http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/citizenship/gcse/citizenship-studies-8100
Useful Guides https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-GCSE-Citizenship-Studies-Gcse/dp/1471864936

ISBN-13: 978-1471864933

Computer Science

Qualification GCSE Computer Science (9-1)
Exam Board OCR
Examinations Paper 1 - Computer systems (01) - 1.5 hrs,

Paper 2  - Computational thinking, algorithms and programming (02) - 1.5 hrs
Specification link https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j276-from-2016/specification-at

-a-glance/
Useful Guides CGP GCSE Computer Science OCR Complete Revision & Practice - for exams in 2021
Useful Websites https://teach-ict.com/2016/GCSE_Computing/OCR_J276/OCR_J276_home.html

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zmtchbk
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/

Top tips and advice 2 hours of revision are recommended each week for Computer Science. Students have access
to the topic lists on google classroom.

Construction

Qualification Level 1 & 2 Constructing the Built Environment.  Pass, Merit, Distinction 
Exam Board WJEC
Examinations Unit 1 - Safety and security in construction  & 3 - Planning construction projects 
Practical Assessment Unit 2 - Developing construction projects 
Specification link https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/constructing-the-built-environment/
Useful Guides Google classroom & youtube health and safety videos and examples of construction

work
Useful Websites http://www.hse.gov.uk/abc/

Top tips and advice There are plenty of resources on Google Classroom including revision sheets and mock
exam papers.

Dance

Qualification GCSE Dance
Exam Board AQA
Examinations Component 2: Written paper 40% 
Controlled assessment Component 1: Performance and Choreography (Practical) 60% 1 x set phrase (15%)and

performance trio (15%)and group or solo choreography (30%)
Specification link  http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/dance/gcse/dance-8236 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/citizenship/gcse/citizenship-studies-8100
https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-GCSE-Citizenship-Studies-Gcse/dp/1471864936
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j276-from-2016/specification-at-a-glance/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j276-from-2016/specification-at-a-glance/
https://teach-ict.com/2016/GCSE_Computing/OCR_J276/OCR_J276_home.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zmtchbk
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/constructing-the-built-environment/
http://www.hse.gov.uk/abc/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/dance/gcse/dance-8236


Useful Guides There is no text book for dance but we have access to artspool resources that we give the
students access to as part of their home learning. Students were sent a revision guide
over the Summer holidays to inspire them to start their revision early.

Top tips and advice Revise little and often, use repetition to learn the terminology required to understand
and answer the questions. Watch the six anthology works again and again whilst you
are completing your revision on them. Link your practical work to your theory, section
B is all about your own work but remember the examiner won't have seen it.
Remember to be concise and to the point in all sections of the paper and remember
the right structure for each question.
6 markers - Identify, Example, Explain x 4/5
12 markers Description, Interpretation, Link x 8

Drama

Qualification GCSE Drama
Exam Board AQA
Examinations Component 1 Written exam 1 hour 45 minutes 40% of GCSE

Component 3 – Practical (scripted) Performance of two extracts from one play.
Controlled assessment Component 2 Devising Drama – Devising log (60 marks) Devised performance (20 marks)

40% of GCSE
Performance of extract 1 (20 marks) Performance of extract 2 (20 marks) 20% of GCSE

Specification link http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/drama-8261
Useful Guides http://www.illuminatepublishing.com/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=16&p

roducts_id=144and https://www.memrise.com/course/1193738/homewood-aqa-gcse-dr
ama/

Useful Websites Home Learning - http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zbckjxs
Top tips and advice

Many resources on Google Classroom - including Knowledge Organisers and mock exam
papers.

French

Qualification GCSE French
Exam Board Edexcel
Examinations Paper 1 Listening and Understanding  Higher Tier: 45 minutes + 5 minutes reading

timeFoundation Tier: 35 minutes + 5 minutes reading time
25% of the total qualification.
Paper 2: Speaking in French
Three tasks: a role play, picture-based discussion, and a general conversation.
25% of the total qualification.
Paper 3 Reading and understanding in French
Higher Tier: 1 hour Foundation Tier: 45 minutes
25% of the total qualification.
Paper 4 Writing in French Higher Tier: 1 hour 20 minutes Foundation Tier: 1 hour 10
minutes
25% of the total qualification.

Specification link https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-2016.html
Useful Guides Knowledge Organiser Booklets - students have been provided with a booklet of

Knowledge Organisers on all topic areas, which include the most important vocabulary
and phrases on each subtopic. They also include QR codes to all relevant vocabulary lists.
Studio Edexcel GCSE French Higher Student Book
ISBN 9781292117836

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/drama-8261
http://www.illuminatepublishing.com/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=16&products_id=144
http://www.illuminatepublishing.com/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=16&products_id=144
https://www.memrise.com/course/1193738/homewood-aqa-gcse-drama/
https://www.memrise.com/course/1193738/homewood-aqa-gcse-drama/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zbckjxs
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-2016.html


Studio Edexcel GCSE French Foundation Student Book
ISBN 9781292117829
All revision guides are available from the department for £3 each (priced at £5.70 online),
or the complete set of four is available for £10.

Useful Websites Memrise/Quizlet – Vocabulary learning homeworks are set using Memrise/Quizlet. If you
do not have internet access, paper copies are always available from the class teacher.
Twitter – Join the Homewood MFL twitter @MFLHomewood to keep up with news from
the department and for recommendations on new and exciting resources.
dict.cc – Excellent online dictionary offering a download function, allowing you to access
all the vocabulary you will ever need, offline.
20 MINUTES / 20 MINUTEN – very easy newspaper from Switzerland available in French
and German – easy short articles, weather etc for pupils of all ages to access
www.pearsonactivelearn.com - interactive reading, listening, grammar and vocabulary
practice, made by the examination board. Complete homework through it on Tasks or
select Library/Student Exercises to revise any topic area you want.

Top tips and advice Vocabulary learning is by far the most important thing students of any ability can do to
improve their outcomes in MFL. Students who understand a wider range of vocabulary
are better equipped to understand both the Reading and Listening papers, and also
produce more varied writing. Aim to learn 1-2 vocab lists from Quizlet every week over
and above what is set as homework. Review lists already learnt regularly to ensure they
are not forgotten.
Secondary to this, but still very important, are the revision guides listed above. They
provide exam-style practice with excellent support, and are a valuable opportunity to put
vocabulary learning to use in context. These guides can be bought at cost price from Mr
Cafferty.
To prepare for writing, practise producing the past, present and future tenses with a wide
variety of verbs. Also practise giving opinions, and if you are aiming for the highest
grades, make sure you can easily produce the conditional and give a wide range of
opinions. See your teacher for support with any of these, they have a range of resources
and would be happy to help!

Geography

Qualification GCSE Geography
Exam Board AQA
Examinations Paper 1:Living with the physical environment (3.1.1 The challenge of natural hazards,

3.1.2 The living world, 3.1.3 Physical landscapes in the UK, 3.4 Geographical skills): 1hr 30
mins: 35% of final grade
Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment (3.2.1 Urban issues and challenges, 3.2.3
The challenge of resource management, 3.4 Geographical skills): 1hr 30 mins: 35% of
final grade
Paper 3: Geographical applications (3.3.1 Issue evaluation, 3.3.2 Fieldwork (unseen
fieldwork only - no questions on their own fieldwork experience), 3.4 Geographical skills):
1hr: 35% of final grade

Specification link http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/geography/specifications/AQA-8035-SP-2016.PDF
Useful Guides GCSE 9-1 Geography Revision Guide, Oxford. ISBN; 9780198423461

CGP: New Grade 9-1 GCSE Geography AQA Exam Practice Workbook Paperback – 6 May
2016: ISBN 978-1782946113

Useful Websites http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/
https://www.internetgeography.net/aqa-gcse-geography/

Top tips and advice 1) Attend after-school revision on a Friday in F50 from 3.30-4.30pm
2) Revise regularly in short bursts
3) Learn and practice using key terms - making flashcards will really help with this.
4) Learn and practice using case studies to support your points

http://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/geography/specifications/AQA-8035-SP-2016.PDF
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/
https://www.internetgeography.net/aqa-gcse-geography/


5) Remember - knowledge, understanding and application. Are you showing these
in your answers?

6) Completing all homework this year as this is all revision based
7) Use the resources that are uploaded on your google classroom by your teacher

German

Qualification GCSE German
Exam Board Edexcel
Examinations Paper 1: Listening and Understanding in German

Foundation tier: 35 minutes including 5 minutes’ reading time; 50 marks
Higher tier: 45 minutes including 5 minutes’ reading time; 50 marks
25% of the total qualification.
Paper 2: Speaking in German
Three tasks: a role play, picture-based discussion, and a general conversation.
25% of the total qualification.
Paper 3: Reading and Understanding in German
Foundation tier: 45 minutes; 50 marks. Higher tier: 1 hour; 50 marks
25% of the total qualification.
Paper 4: Writing in German
Foundation tier: 1 hour 10 minutes; 60 marks. Higher tier: 1 hour 20 minutes;
60 marks
25% of the total qualification.

Specification link https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/German/2016/specification-
and-sample-assessments/Specification-Pearson-Edexcel-Level-1-Level-2-GCSE-9-1-Germa
n.pdf

Useful Guides Knowledge Organiser Booklets - students have been provided with a booklet of
Knowledge Organisers on all topic areas, which include the most important vocabulary
and phrases on each subtopic. They also include QR codes to all relevant vocabulary lists.
on Quizlet.
Stimmt! Edexcel GCSE German Higher Student Book (ISBN 9781292118192)
Stimmt! Edexcel GCSE German Foundation Student Book (ISBN 9781292132723)
Stimmt! Edexcel GCSE German Grammar and Translation Workbook (ISBN
9781292132730)
Revise Edexcel GCSE (9-1) German Revision Guide (ISBN 9781292132099)
Revise Edexcel GCSE (9-1) German Revision Workbook (ISBN 9781292132044)
All revision guides are available from the department for £3 each (priced at £5.70 online),
or the complete set of four is available for £10.

Useful Websites Quizlet – Vocabulary learning homeworks are set using Quizlet. If you do not have
internet access, paper copies are always available from the class teacher.
Scholingua – For help with formation of tenses and conjugation of verbs, look no further.
Click on German conjugation tables (not trainer) and type the verb you would like to use.
Twitter – Join the Homewood MFL twitter @MFLHomewood to keep up with news from
the department and for recommendations on new and exciting resources.
dict.cc – Excellent online dictionary offering a download function, allowing you to access
all the vocabulary you will ever need, offline.
20 MINUTES / 20 MINUTEN – very easy newspaper from Switzerland available in French
and German – easy short articles, weather etc for pupils of all ages to access
www.pearsonactivelearn.com - interactive reading, listening, grammar and vocabulary
practice, made by the examination board. Complete homework through it on Tasks or
select Library/Student Exercises to revise any topic area you want.

Top tips and advice Vocabulary learning is by far the most important thing students of any ability can do to
improve their outcomes in MFL. Students who understand a wider range of vocabulary

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/German/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/Specification-Pearson-Edexcel-Level-1-Level-2-GCSE-9-1-German.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/German/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/Specification-Pearson-Edexcel-Level-1-Level-2-GCSE-9-1-German.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/German/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/Specification-Pearson-Edexcel-Level-1-Level-2-GCSE-9-1-German.pdf
http://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/


are better equipped to understand both the Reading and Listening papers, and also
produce more varied writing. Aim to learn 1-2 vocab lists from Quizlet every week over
and above what is set as homework. Review lists already learnt regularly to ensure they
are not forgotten.
Secondary to this, but still very important, are the revision guides listed above. They
provide exam-style practice with excellent support, and are a valuable opportunity to put
vocabulary learning to use in context. These guides can be bought at cost price from Mr
Cafferty.
To prepare for writing, practise producing the past, present and future tenses with a wide
variety of verbs. Also practise giving opinions, and if you are aiming for the highest
grades, make sure you can easily produce the conditional and give a wide range of
opinions. See your teacher for support with any of these, they have a range of resources
and would be happy to help!

Hairdressing & Beauty Therapy

Qualification VRQ Level 2 Certificate in Hairdressing and Beauty Therapy -   Pass, Merit, Distinction 
Exam Board VTCT
Examinations 1 Paper – 90 minutes  (January 2022)
Specification link https://www.vtct.org.uk/
Useful Guides Our Hair & Beauty, Google classroom will have all the resources for home revision, Revision

Booklet.
Useful Websites YouTube Tutorials – Hair & Beauty

Top tips and advice There are lots of resources on Google Classroom to help you with your studies and revision. Do
remember there is an online exam  in January - make sure you revise!

Health and Social Care

Qualification Health and Social Care BTEC Tech Award
Exam Board Edexcel
Examinations Component three is a written exam and is worth 40% of your final grade.

The exam looks at the broad basis of health, social care and early year’s sectors. You will
learn about the aspects of personal development,  issues which affect the nature and
quality of human life,  awareness of the influences on an individual’s health and
well-being, and finally, understanding the importance of motivation and support when
improving health.

Controlled Assessment There are two pieces of coursework which students are to complete; component one and
component two. Both pieces of coursework are worth 20% each towards your final
grade.
Component one focuses on the physical, intellectual, emotional and social needs of
service users and the factors that affect growth and development. Component two
focuses on health and social needs of service users and the range of services that are
available to meet an individual’s needs.

Specification link https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-social
-care.resources.html

Useful Guides https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/Other/btec-health-and-socia
l-care/BTECTechAwardHealthandSocialCare/ISBN/Student%20Book/BTECLevel1Level2Tec
hAwardinHealthandSocialCareStudentBook.aspx

Top tips and advice ● For question 1 and 2, do not repeat the stem. It is imperative that you apply your
own understanding.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-social-care.resources.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-social-care.resources.html
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/Other/btec-health-and-social-care/BTECTechAwardHealthandSocialCare/ISBN/Student%20Book/BTECLevel1Level2TechAwardinHealthandSocialCareStudentBook.aspx
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/Other/btec-health-and-social-care/BTECTechAwardHealthandSocialCare/ISBN/Student%20Book/BTECLevel1Level2TechAwardinHealthandSocialCareStudentBook.aspx
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/Other/btec-health-and-social-care/BTECTechAwardHealthandSocialCare/ISBN/Student%20Book/BTECLevel1Level2TechAwardinHealthandSocialCareStudentBook.aspx


● For question 3, it is important that you interpret the data, explain the current
health and then explain the future health.

● For question 4, you must ensure recommendations are explained and not just
identified. You should also apply SMART when setting short and long term
targets. Lastly, explain how your chosen form of support meets your original
recommendation.

● For question 5, you must make reference to needs, wishes and circumstances.
● For question 6, use the writing frame PEEL.

History

Qualification GCSE History
Exam Board Edexcel
Examinations 3 exams.

Paper 1: Medicine Through Time and Surgery on the Western Front (1hr 15 min)
Paper 2: Anglo Saxon and Norman England
Paper 3: Weimar and Nazi Germany (1hr 15 min)

Specification link https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html
Useful Guides Edexcel 1-9

Medicine Through Time: 978-1292169729
Anglo Saxon and Norman England: 978-1292169743
Nazi Germany: 978-1292169736
My Revision Notes
Medicine Through Time: 978-1510403215
Anglo Saxon and Norman England: 978-1510403222
Nazi Germany: 978-1510403277
Teacher created revision books
Revision booklets on the three different topics will be given to the students at different
intervals throughout Y11, free of charge. If you would like to receive the booklets in
advance, please notify your teacher.

Useful Websites http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/shp/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/mwh/germany/
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/subjects/history.shtml
http://www.revisegcsehistory.co.uk/

Mandarin

Qualification GCSE Mandarin Chinese
Exam Board AQA
Examinations Chinese Paper 1: Listening And Understanding in Chinese Foundation Tier   0h35m (40 marks)

Chinese Paper 1: Listening And Understanding in Chinese Higher Tier   0h45m (50 marks)
This makes up 25% of the GCSE. There are always 5 minutes of reading time before the recording
is played, which you should use to predict vocabulary you might hear.

Chinese Paper 2: Speaking
Three tasks: a role play, picture-based discussion, and a general conversation.
25% of the total qualification.

Chinese Paper 3: Reading And Understanding in Chinese Foundation Tier     0h45m (60 marks)
Chinese Paper 3: Reading And Understanding in Chinese Higher Tier     1h00m (60 marks)

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/shp/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/mwh/germany/
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/subjects/history.shtml
http://www.revisegcsehistory.co.uk/


This makes up 25% of the GCSE. Section A – questions in English, to be answered in English or
non-verbally • Section B – translation from Chinese (Mandarin) into English (a minimum of 35
characters for Foundation Tier and 50 characters for Higher Tier)

Chinese Paper 4: Writing Foundation Tier    1h00m (50 marks)
Chinese Paper 4: Writing Higher Tier    1h15m (60 marks)
This makes up 25% of the GCSE. The writing paper assesses your ability to respond to stimuli,
such as detailed bullet points, and produce structured pieces of writing in Mandarin. You are
also tested on your ability to translate from English into Mandarin.

Specification link https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/chinese/specifications/AQA-8673-SP-2017.PDF
Useful Guides All students use Quizlet for vocabulary learning. Students have access to GoChinese to practise

listening, reading, writing, speaking and grammar.
Useful Websites www.quizlet.com, 

 www.gochinese.net,  www.chairmanbao.com, www.bbcchineselearning.co.uk
Top tips and advice Regular practice using Quizlet and GoChinese are the most important things you can do to help

improve your grade in Mandarin. If you require extra support or more resources, speak to Mrs
Tang, who is always happy to help.

Media

Qualification GCSE Media Studies
Exam Board AQA
Examinations  Two exams lasting 1 hour 30 mins each (70 % of the GCSE) 

Paper 1 35%
Section A Media Language and Representation

- Advertisement and Marketing
- Magazines

Section B Media Audience and Industry
- Radio
- Music
- Film
- Newspapers
- Online Media
-

Paper 2 35%
Television
Online Media or Newspaper
This is the paper with mainly extended responses.

Controlled Assessment A statement of intent and final product (30% of the GCSE)
The exam board will set briefs that require students to make a specific product. This can be print,
broadcast or E media (online)
Students are required to research, plan and explain their intentions.

Specification link https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/media-studies/gcse/media-studies-8572
Useful Guides AUTHOR(S): Jerry Slater, Steff Hutchinson, Julia Sandford-Cooke

AWARDING BODY: AQA
LEVEL: GCSE
ISBN: 978-1-911208-07-5
SUBJECT: Media Studies
PAGES: 288pp978-000723497-4;
£25.50
https://www.illuminatepublishing.com/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=143 

Useful Websites
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/ztnygk7

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/chinese/specifications/AQA-8673-SP-2017.PDF
http://www.quizlet.com/
http://www.gochinese.net/
http://www.chairmanbao.com/
http://www.bbcchineselearning.co.uk/


Music

Qualification BTEC Tech Award L1/2 Award in Music Practice
Exam Board Pearson
Examinations Component 3: Responding to a Commercial Music Brief
Coursework Component 1: Exploring Music Styles and Products

Component 2: Music Skills Development
Specification link https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/music-practice.ht

ml
Useful Guides Class work, Google Classroom, instrumental technique books relevant to your instrument

or voice
Useful Websites Music Performers:

https://www.classicfm.com/lifestyle/wellbeing/musician-practice-tips/

http://www.thebigmusicproject.co.uk/time-management-101/

http://willamette.edu/cla/music/health_safety/index.html

Music Creators:

https://www.cyberfret.com/composition/kole/5-priceless-composition-tips/index.php

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OEIk3bJtTNw

Music Producers:

http://www.practical-music-production.com/becoming-a-music-producer.html

http://www.musictech.net/2013/06/beginners-guide/

https://www.soundonsound.com/

Top tips and advice Performance:
● Select a song or piece of music which shows off your strengths and musicality

Creation:
● Make sure that you develop and extend your musical ideas
● Maintain a sense of style - if your song is in a pop style what do you need to make sure

you have included?
● If you are writing for a particular instrument then you need to make sure that your music

is within range and appropriate
● Think about using different textures within your piece
● Think about the structure of your piece/song - does it have a clear sense of direction?

Physical Education

Qualification GCSE Physical Education
Exam Board Pearson Edexcel
Examinations Component 1: Fitness and Body Systems

Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes 
36% of the qualification 90 marks Content overview 
● Topic 1: Applied anatomy and physiology 
● Topic 2: Movement analysis 
● Topic 3: Physical training 
● Topic 4: Use of data
Component 2: Health and Performance
Written examination: 1 hour and 15 minutes 
24% of the qualification 70 marks Content overview 
● Topic 1: Health, fitness and well-being 
● Topic 2: Sport psychology 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/music-practice.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/music-practice.html
https://www.classicfm.com/lifestyle/wellbeing/musician-practice-tips/
http://www.thebigmusicproject.co.uk/time-management-101/
http://willamette.edu/cla/music/health_safety/index.html
https://www.cyberfret.com/composition/kole/5-priceless-composition-tips/index.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OEIk3bJtTNw
http://www.practical-music-production.com/becoming-a-music-producer.html
http://www.musictech.net/2013/06/beginners-guide/
https://www.soundonsound.com/


● Topic 3: Socio-cultural influences 
● Topic 4: Use of data

Controlled assessment Component 3: Practical Performance
Non-examined assessment: internally marked and externally moderated 
30% of the qualification 105 marks (3 activities - 35 marks per activity) 
(Only 2 activities for 2022 cohort)
Content overview ● Skills during individual and team activities ● General performance
skills

Component 4: Personal Exercise Programme (PEP)
Non-examined assessment: internally marked and externally moderated 
10% of the qualification 20 marks 
Content overview ● Aim and planning analysis ● Carrying out and monitoring the PEP ●
Evaluation of the PEP

Specification link https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/physical-education-2
016.html 

Useful Guides This is great for exam preparation - Revise Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Physical Education:
PRACTICE PAPERS PLUS+ ISBN: 978-1-292-21322-4

Useful Websites All topic guides can be found here: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/physical-education-2
016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-m
aterials (click on Guide)

Top tips and advice Use a range of resources for revision:
Testing yourself on what you can remember is the important thing!
BBC Bitesize
Flash cards
Exam question practice

Sociology

Qualification GCSE Sociology
Exam Board AQA
Examinations 100% final exam course with two 1 hour 45min exams in June 2021. The first exam

covers: Studying Society; Education; Families. The second exam covers the topics
of Crime and Deviance; Social Stratification.

Specification link http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/subjects/AQA-4190-W-SP-14.PDF
Useful Guides Course textbook ISBN: 978-0007310708
Useful Websites https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse

http://www.gojimo.com/gcse-sociology-revision/
https://thesociologyguy.com/gcse-sociology-2/
http://www.sociology.org.uk/l_revision.htm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zbbw2hv

Top tips and advice Revision content, exam guidance and structures to answers can be found on Google
classroom.
Paper 1 will be questions on Families and Education.
Paper 2 will be questions on Social Stratification and Crime & Deviance.
Both exams will be 1 hr 45mins.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/physical-education-2016.html
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