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Year 9 Foundation Curriculum Subject Selection

Dear Student, Parent/Carer

Introduction

This document is designed to be a reference to use throughout Year 9 as well as providing guidance on subject
selections to be made over the next month. Please read it carefully, use it as a guide and look after it. For the
first time in their school career students will be able to select what they wish to study for part of their time,
whilst their GCSE or equivalent subject choices will be made during Year 9 to study in Year 10.

All students in Year 9 will follow a Core Curriculum and EBacc (English Baccalaureate) curriculum.

Core Curriculum EBacc Curriculum

Periods Periods
English 4 Geography 3

Maths 4 History 3

Science 4 (6) French/German or Mandarin 3

PE 1

PSHE 1 Total 23
Note: brackets indicate the Grammar Plus Stream Curriculum

The English Baccalaureate, or EBACC is a suite of qualifications that shows all round academic achievement.
In order to gain a good pass in the English Baccalaureate students will need to have achieved GCSE
qualifications at grade 5 or better in a Modern Foreign Language, one of the Humanities subjects and two
Sciences along with English and Mathematics by the end of Year 11. We expect the numbers of students
gaining this combination of qualifications across the country to increase. Consequently, so that we provide our
students with the opportunity to remain competitive with their peers when it comes to making Higher Education
or job applications we are now including the EBacc as part of the Year 9 compulsory curriculum.

Alongside the Core and EBacc Curriculum you will select three foundation subjects which consist of 2 periods
each. Students in the Grammar Plus Stream will select two foundation subjects.

Creative Arts (A) Music and Music
Technology(A)

Computer Science

Digital Arts (A) Social Science Enterprise

Performing Arts (A) Social Care Sport

Note. You must select at least one subject marked with ‘A’.

Like students in previous year groups, students will have the opportunity to consider a wider range of choice
and be able to experience the full range of specialist buildings and facilities at Homewood to support their
learning. If you follow the information carefully you will see that there are subjects available to suit all students
in following personalised learning pathways.

In the likelihood of some of the courses being oversubscribed, a judgement will have to be made on a student’s
suitability to take the selected course. This will involve a consideration of the student’s commitment to the
course and by looking at the student’s work and assessment record.
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Whilst every effort is made to accommodate all subject combinations, we cannot guarantee that this is possible
in all cases. A course may also be withdrawn if there are insufficient numbers for it to run. In these
circumstances the reserve course will be used.

When making course choices we advise students to maintain a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum so
that they are able to pursue a range of career pathways. To assist you in understanding these pathways we
have included a diagram to represent educational and training routes from this point onwards. We would also
urge students to consider the following points of guidance:

Students should not:
● Make choices solely because of friendship groups.
● Make choices because of particular teachers.

Students should:
● Consider selecting foundation subjects that they may wish to study in Year 10.
● Consult with parents, tutors, specialist staff and Careers Consultants.

Our primary concern is to offer quality learning opportunities for all students, developing their personal and
practical skills alongside challenging academic themes. Their success is our concern. If at any stage over the
next few weeks you have any questions please consult either the Form Tutor, Principal Teachers in charge of
subjects, members of the Leadership Team or me. We will be only too glad to help you.

Yours sincerely,

Jeremy K. Single
Principal
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Careers Information, Advice and Guidance

Careers Information, Advice and Guidance are important elements in the curriculum of Homewood School and
Sixth Form Centre. Everyone involved with the students wants them to do well at school, obtain vital
employability skills, achieve good qualifications and find a suitable career path. Choosing a career is a difficult
task to undertake, but help and advice is available in many forms for every student in the school.

Homewood School and Sixth Form Centre has a large careers guidance and information library in the KICC
Centre - where a comprehensive range of reference literature and computer software is available for all
students to use. This centre has open access during the school day and students are encouraged to make use
of the facilities available.

The Careers Team consists of Mr Harper, Principal Teacher for Careers IAG, Mrs Srinivasan, Careers Manager
(L6 qualified Careers Advisor) and Mrs Pepper, Work Placement Coordinator. The Careers Team are on hand
for all year groups to seek advice and guidance about subject choices, post 16 options, careers, higher
education and much more.

As part of the school’s PSHRE programme all students will take part in structured careers education sessions,
these sessions are designed to be interactive and students will learn all the careers education and information
that is pertinent for their year group.

A student’s form tutor is the first and most important person when it comes to careers advice and guidance, as
a form tutor they know their students best and they are able to guide their tutees through the careers education
sessions and explore potential options and career pathways. Tutors and college offices are encouraged to
refer students to the Careers Manager and Principal Teacher for Careers IAG if they require more specific
careers advice and guidance in the form of a 1-1 appointment. Parents/carers are also welcome to attend this
interview. All vulnerable young people and SEND students will automatically receive a careers interview with
the Careers Manager.

Students will have ongoing mentoring meetings with their tutor to review their academic progress and discuss
their future education, training and career pathway.

Additionally throughout KS4 (Year 10) all students and parents will be introduced and encouraged to use the
Kent area prospectus https://www.kentprospectus.co.uk/ for all post 16 applications. We encourage our
students to use this site to apply for their post 16 education. All students will be given training and time to use
this site effectively specific to their needs.

Students are provided with many supportive opportunities that help them to make the right choice for their
future. Every student will receive independent and impartial careers advice and guidance. A key element of this
support is the encouragement to move into Homewood’s sixth form college where the range of courses and
increasing success rates in our students achieving Higher Education, Further Education and Training places
makes it an attractive option.
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Key Terms

A Level: This refers to “Advanced Level” and is a form of qualification widely available in our Sixth Form. A
Levels are the usual access route into Higher and Further Education. They have a grading system that is
converted into a University points value: Grade A* = 56 points, A = 48 points, B = 40 points, C = 32 points, D =
24 points, E = 16 points. Grades below E carry no points’ value. 

CORE SUBJECTS: Subjects that are a compulsory part of a students curriculum.

EBACC: The English Baccalaureate is a suite of qualifications that shows all round academic achievement. In
order to gain a ‘good pass’ in the English Baccalaureate students will need to have achieved GCSE
qualifications at grade 5 or better in a Modern Foreign Language, one of the Humanities subjects and two
Sciences along with English and Mathematics by the end of Year 11.

BTEC: These courses are nationally recognised courses in vocational subjects. The form of study is focused
upon work related studies and is assessed through examination and coursework. These qualifications have a
good reputation amongst employers and further/higher providers. They can lead onto other BTEC
qualifications at Level 3 equivalent to 1, 2 or 3 A levels

G.C.S.E.: This is the main form of examination studied in the school at Key Stage 4. The letters stand for,
General Certificate of Secondary Education. For most subjects there will be a combination of assessment
formats comprising a terminal examination and an element of controlled assessments. GCSEs are graded
using numbers 9 to 1.

N.V.Q/V.R.Q.: These are vocational qualifications that are offered at a range of levels. Level 2 is equivalent to a
GCSE at grade 4 and above. The courses are highly practical and contain compulsory elements of work
related learning. They have a well-developed progression from one level to the next and are widely recognised
amongst employers as an industry capability standard.

KEY STAGE 3: This term refers to the schooling Years of 7, 8 and 9 and embraces the full curriculum of all
core and foundation subjects in Year 7 and 8, with foundation subject choice in Year 9.

KEY STAGE 4: This term refers to the schooling Years 10 and 11 where core subjects are taught and a range
of subject choices (level 2 courses) to complement the core can be made.

KEY STAGE 5: This term refers to the schooling Years of 12 and 13 where students have full choice in their
studies, apart from being required to follow appropriate English and Maths Level 2 courses if they have not
achieved a grade 4 or better in Year 11.

LEVEL 2: This term refers to courses that are at an equivalent level to GCSE. All GCSEs are Level 2
qualifications.

LEVEL 3: This term refers to courses that are at an equivalent level to A level and follow on from Level 2.
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Pathways

The information below outlines the curriculum pathways students follow at Homewood from Year 7 through to
Year 13 and beyond.

Year 7 and 8

All students follow a compulsory curriculum.

Year 9

Students have the opportunity to study foundation subjects alongside the core
and EBacc Curriculum.

Year 10 and 11

Students have the opportunity to complete nine Level 2 (GCSE, BTEC, NVQ
and VRQ) qualifications by the end of Year 11.

Year 12 and 13

Students will be able to select additional appropriate Level 2 (GCSE, BTEC,
NVQ and VRQ) qualifications to broaden their portfolio and they will have the

opportunity to progress on to and to complete as many as four Level 3 (A
Level or the equivalent in BTEC) qualifications by the end of Year 13.

Some students will have the opportunity to spend part of their time in
apprenticeships or work-based learning.

Age 19+

Students may choose a pathway into Further Education, Higher Education,
Training or Employment and Lifelong Learning.
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Core Subjects

Subject English

What will students
learn?

Year 9 is the third year of Key Stage Three English and as such continues to
develop reading, writing and speaking and listening skills with the intention of
securing the basic skills students have been practising since Year 7 and preparing
them for the rigours of GCSE study in Year 10 and 11.  Specifically, they will study
a full range of literary genres and non fiction texts, with a keen focus on seminal
texts from the English literary canon, with the intention of ensuring they are able to
independently understand any English text they encounter in their future studies.
Furthermore, they will use their reading skills as a platform to explore their own
ideas through a range of writing styles.  Finally, their studies will also aim to
develop their skills in oracy.

How will students
learn?

Students will continue to learn by taking part in a range of activities including
reading, writing, speaking, listening and drama activities, as classes, small groups
and as individuals. Students will complete close textual analysis of both meaning
and technique in the texts they study. This will happen through the study of whole
class readers, comprising cycles of reading skill development, study of context
and genre, and then the application of their new learning to their own writing for
purpose.  Students will be encouraged to plan, draft and review their own work
and that of their peers, and cycles of assessment will encourage students to focus
on closing gaps identified in their learning.

How will students be
assessed?

On a daily basis students will be assessed through practices, such as peer and
self-assessment, immediate feedback and teacher questioning which will help
pupils understand the progress they are making in their reading, writing and
speaking and listening.

Throughout each term students will complete cycles of assessment, review and
response to support them in closing the gaps identified in their learning.

Further study Following on from their study of English in Year 9, students will then study GCSE
English Language and GCSE English Literature in Year 10 and 11.  Students may
then wish to continue their study of English by choosing either A Level Literature
or A Level Language and Literature.
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Subject Combined Science

What will
students learn?

Year 9 students will build on their learning in Year 7 and Year 8 to gain an appreciation
of the complex and diverse phenomena of the natural world and how these can be
understood and explained using the key ideas of scientific study:

● Science is the study of the structure and behaviour of the physical and natural
world through observation and experiment

● Science uses models and theories to make sense of the world
● Scientific theories and models are based on evidence
● Scientific study is the systematic cycle of hypothesis, practical experimentation,

observation, theory development and review
● Quantitative analysis is a central element of scientific enquiry

Combined Science students will learn these key ideas of scientific study through the
disciplines of Biology, Chemistry and Physics with a focus on the fundamentals and big
ideas of science. Topics taught are based around the key themes of science:
Biology: Cells and Life Processes
Chemistry: Particles, materials and chemical changes
Physics: Forces and Energy and their uses

How will
students learn?

Students will learn by:
● Developing an understanding through different types of scientific enquiry to help

us answer questions about the world around us
● Developing a range of skills applicable to science and technology including

practical and enquiry skills, problem solving and critical thinking, numeracy and
quantitative analysis and literacy and communication

● Understanding the scientific method through developing and applying
observational, practical, modelling, enquiry, problem-solving and communication
skills

● Developing the ability to evaluate scientific claims through critical analysis of
methods, evidence and conclusions

● Developing an understanding of and evaluating the risks, hazards and
precautions associated with science and technology

● Developing an appreciation of the breadth and importance of everyday and
technological applications of science

How will
students be
assessed?

Students will be assessed on a daily basis during their science learning through AfL
practices such as peer and self-assessment and immediate feedback. They will use
‘Educake’ to provide immediate feedback and assessment of their understanding and
recall of scientific content. For each topic there will be teacher marked ‘purple tasks’
which will assess students’ understanding and application of scientific knowledge and
skills. Larger assessments will take place three times during the year to assess
holistically a students’ learning and understanding of both the content and the skills they
have been learning throughout their studies in Combined Science. These assessments
will draw on prior learning and the application of scientific skills.

Further study All students will sit the Combined Science GCSE, equivalent to two GCSE qualifications.
GCSE work begins in Year 10 and further develops the skills that students have
developed in Years 7, 8 9. Combined Science is a core subject and highly valued by
employers and further education establishments. In our modern world, science and
technology permeate almost every part of life and therefore is valuable in all future
career paths.
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Subject Mathematics

What will students
learn?

Students will develop their understanding of Mathematics by learning concepts
from 10 units, this will supplement the knowledge they acquired in Year 7 and
Year 8. At the end of the year students will be able to: use indices and write
numbers in standard form, draw constructions, solve equations and inequalities,
calculate  probabilities, use fractions and percentages, find missing angles in
various shapes, find appropriate averages and ranges, calculate perimeters,
areas and volumes, draw graphs and perform transformations. Students will
develop subject knowledge, problem solving skills and exam techniques, which
will prepare them for Key Stage 4 and, ultimately, their GCSE exam in Year 11.

How will students
learn?

In Mathematics students will learn through examples modelled by the teacher
supported by questioning. They will have opportunities to investigate ideas and
connections. Students will practice using these concepts in lessons and there
will be opportunities for recall to check understanding.

How will students be
assessed?

Students will be assessed on a daily basis on their classwork and through the
use of mini-whiteboards.

Students will also be formally assessed every term by unit tests and an end of
term test.

Further study Mathematics is a core subject and students will be taking a GCSE exam at the
end of Year 11. They can also take an A Level Maths in Key Stage 5, which is a
highly regarded qualification.

Mathematics helps students develop the skills, understanding and knowledge
that many employers across a plethora of industries are looking for, especially in
the economic and financial sectors. Some careers that directly use maths are
accountancy, engineering, finance and architecture.
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Subject Personal Social Health and Religious Education (PSHRE) and Citizenship

What will students
learn?

Throughout the year students in a variety of different topics including:
 
Developing as a citizen e.g.  Democracy
Understanding yourself e.g. Social Rights and Responsibilities
Keeping Healthy e.g. Physical, Social and Mental Health
Relationships and Sex Education e.g. Safe Sex and Contraception
Financial e.g. Managing Money
Work and Careers Education e.g. Opportunities in Learning and Work

How will students
learn?

Students will experience the above themes via a range of teaching strategies,
these include:

Discussion
Group Work
Reflection of self and others
Project Work
Question and Answering sessions
Talks from outside agencies e.g. Fire Brigade 

How will students
be assessed?

Students will study PSHRE and Citizenship during tutor time Thursday Period 4
and assemblies.

Staff running the sessions are responsible for monitoring the work completed and
this will be overseen by the PSHRE team.

Work will include written, oral and group activities relevant to each year group and
theme.
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Subject Pathway Core PE

What will I learn? The Physical Education curriculum inspires all pupils to succeed and excel in
competitive sport and other physically-demanding activities. It provides
opportunities for students to become physically confident in a way which
supports their health and fitness. Students will get opportunities to compete in
sport and other activities in order to build character and help to embed values
such as fairness and respect. The curriculum for Physical Education aims to
ensure that all pupils can develop competence to excel in a broad range of
physical activities, they are physically active for sustained periods of time and
they engage in competitive sports and activities that lead to healthy, active
lives.They will do this through the following activities: Fitness, Cross Country,
Handball, Badminton, Basketball, Acro Gym, Netball, Football, Cricket,
Athletics over the course of the year with one 55 minute lesson per week.

How will I learn? Students will become more competent, confident and expert in their
techniques, and apply them across different sports and physical activities. They
should understand what makes a performance effective and how to apply
these principles to their own and others’ work. They should develop the
confidence and interest to get involved in exercise, sports and activities outside
of school and in later life, and understand and apply the long-term health
benefits of physical activity .All lessons are practical; Year 9 phase involves the
students gaining a better understanding of the tactics required in sports in
order to be able to play them competitively and effectively. There will be more
drills involved at this stage which challenges the students to think about their
tactical choices. There should be a greater emphasis on the fitness
requirements needed to compete at higher levels.

How will I be
assessed?

Students are assessed in relation to their effort and engagement levels.

Further study Y9 Core PE leads into KS4 core PE.
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Subject History

What will students
learn?

In History students will develop a wider understanding of why the world is as it
is. Therefore, through studying History students will uncover how different
society, beliefs and culture were in the past and how they have played out into
the modern age. In Year 9 the main focus will be on key historical events in the
20th century and how they shaped the world.

How will students learn? Studying History will help develop the ability to think critically and argue
knowledgeably about what happened in the past, and how what happened
shaped, and still affects the lives of people around the world. Students will
engage in the development of these skills in a variety of ways, such as enquiry
learning, source/interpretation work and knowledge acquisition tasks.

How will students be
assessed?

On a daily basis assessment for learning practices such as peer and
self-assessment, immediate feedback, helping pupils understand where they
are in their learning are ongoing features of historical investigation. 

Students will do a summative assessment in every topic of study, based on the
knowledge and skills they have learnt.

Further study Year 10 GCSE Curriculum

Paper 1 - Medicine– From 1250 to the modern day. Change and continuity in
the nature of medicine and treatment. Case study British Sector of the Western
Front – injuries, treatment and the trenches. Exam 1hr 15 minutes.  30%

Paper 2 – Period study and British depth Study – Anglo Saxon and Norman
England c1060-88 and American West 1835-1895. Exam 1hr 45 minutes  40%

Paper 3 – Modern Depth Study – Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-39 - From
democracy to dictatorship, looking at how Germany was transformed
1919-1939. Exam 1hr 15 minutes  30%

History can lead to many exciting and fulfilling careers. For example:
Management, Law, Advice, Civil Service, Journalism, Arts Administration,
Research (including for media such as film and TV), Higher Education,
Libraries, Museums, Teaching (and Art History / Music History skills).

12



Subject Geography

What will students
learn?

Geography seeks to develop a sense of place and helps students make sense of
their surroundings and to gain a better appreciation and understanding of the
variety of physical and human conditions on the Earth’s surface. The subject
extends students’ interest and knowledge beyond their immediate experiences,
using images and information to help them interpret about people and concepts
that they acquire from media, internet and textbooks. Geography develops major
skill areas: map and fieldwork skills, cross-curricular skills such as ICT, Literacy
and Numeracy, as well as an increasing awareness of the world around us and
the idea of sustainability.

How will students
learn?

In Geography students learn through enquiry, by posing questions and trying to
answer them. We encourage students to answer these questions by using
sources of evidence, engaging in open ended discussions and reflecting on what
they have learnt. During geographical enquiry we practice applying fundamental
concepts rather than memorising facts.

How will students be
assessed?

On a daily basis AfL practices such as peer and self-assessment, immediate
feedback, helping students understand where they are in their learning are
ongoing features of geographical enquiry.

Medium and longer term assessment takes into account a broad range of
evidence that shows what students can do independently. This might include short
tests of specific knowledge, more developed enquiries to assess conceptual
understanding and skills, and perhaps occasional synoptic assessment such as
problem solving or decision-making exercises. These can focus on the extent to
which students can apply skills, link ideas together and move from the particular
to the general, so demonstrating their progress as geographical thinkers.

Students will complete two short green tasks consisting of skills based questions
with one longer answer question and an end of topic test. There will be an
opportunity to present their best pieces of work to a public audience.

Further study For students wishing to further study Geography it is available as a GCSE Option
in Year 10. Geography opens up an enormous variety of career choices and links
very easily with most subjects. Some of the careers our students have gone into
include: management, administration, buying, marketing and selling,
environmental planning, business finance, law, cartography, tourism, leisure,
environmental science, geology, teaching, conservation and meteorology.
Geography helps students develop a wide range of analytical skills which are
highly valued by universities and employers.
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Subject French and German (Modern Foreign Languages)

What will students
learn?

In Modern Foreign Languages students will be equipped with the knowledge and
skills to be able to live and work in Germany or France comfortably. The most useful
language is taught thoroughly and focuses on making sure students become
confident in using the language without support from books. Students will learn how
to use the present, past and future tenses and how to give their opinion. Students
will learn how to make requests, complain, and talk about your hobbies and
interests.

How will students
learn?

An inclusive approach is taken in KS3 MFL lessons. Languages do not have to be
difficult. We focus on giving students lots of opportunities to practise using the
language. Through repeated experiences of success in language lessons, students
will build self confidence and enjoy their language studies.

A great emphasis is placed on the importance of listening and speaking when
learning a new language, as of course it is through these skills that we learn our
native language! When students start to learn a language in KS3, as much as
60-70% of a lesson is dedicated to listening and speaking. Reading and writing skills
become a larger part of the learning through Years 8 and 9.

How will students be
assessed?

Real language learning relies on effective long-term knowledge retention. MFL
therefore aim to act as nurturers and not purely examiners! Assessment is
cumulative and assesses all learning to date rather than topics in isolation. Short
reading, writing, listening and speaking tasks take place termly to help inform future
teaching and ensure students are receiving the support they need.

Further study Many of our students choose to continue their language study at GCSE in Year 10.
The A Level course is also available from Year 12. A Level students move on to a
wide variety of future careers as languages are versatile life skills which are valued
by employers and universities. Some students continue their language study at
university, and move into careers related to travel and tourism, translation,
education, or international relations. Others pursue varied careers in the country of
their chosen language.
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Foundation Subjects

Subject Creative Arts (A)

What will students
learn?

Creative Arts encompasses areas of study from Fine Art, Textiles and Ceramics.
The course aims to allow students to extend their knowledge and interest of the
creative world. Students will explore a range of materials and techniques from
each specialism. They will engage with contemporary makers and artists as a
starting point to inspire their creative processes and styles. The course aims to
develop students' artistic skills which could include drawing, painting, printing,
collage, embroidery, using a sewing machine, fabric dyeing, sculpture, modelling,
throwing and glazing. Students will learn ways to professionally present and
analyse their work.

How will students
learn?

By doing. Practical skills are developed by experimenting with ideas and
materials, and refining through practice. Students will develop their own portfolio
of work, presented professionally to show their creative journey. Staff will
demonstrate and guide students in learning new skills, and students will be
allowed time to develop and practice.

How will students be
assessed?

Continuous verbal feedback as practical work develops along with other
assessment for learning including peer and self-assessment. Termly formal
assessments take into account practical work, presentation, development of
ideas and written analysis.

Further study Fine Art, Textiles and Ceramics are all available as GCSE options in Year 10, and
then further study at A Level. Potential careers include: architect, interior
designer, artist, exhibition designer, museum or gallery curator, illustrator, fashion
designer, fashion buyer, surface pattern designer, materials specialist, textiles
artist, theatrical costume designer, millinery, accessory designer,ceramic
designer, ceramic maker, ceramic manufacturing, furniture designer, set designer,
model-maker.
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Subject Digital Arts (A)

What will students
learn?

Digital Arts encompasses areas of study from Media Studies, Graphic Design
and Photography. The course aims to allow students to extend their knowledge
and understanding of the creative and digital worlds. Students will explore
themes around social, cultural and political issues, exploring the key concepts
around media language, audience, representation and industry. Students will
engage with contemporary makers and artists as a starting point to inspire their
creative processes and styles. The course aims to develop students' practical
skills in using a camera, using Photoshop, experimenting and refining their hand
drawing and artistic skills through exploring a range of materials and techniques.
Students will gain an understanding of the creative process, from design to final
product, along with developing their critical thinking and ability to analyse their
own and others work.

How will students
learn?

Practical skills are developed by experimenting with ideas and materials, and
refining through practice. Students will develop their own portfolio of work,
presented professionally to show their creative journey. They will analyse a
range of media products and develop their use of media terminology through
critical writing. Students will engage in debates, discussing current topical
issues, considering how the media influences daily life. They will learn how to
construct and create print based products, developing their photography and
photoshop skills.

How will students be
assessed?

Continuous verbal feedback as practical work develops alongside other
assessment for learning to include both peer and self-assessment. Termly formal
assessments take into account practical work, presentation, development of
ideas and written analysis. Assessment is underpinned by the need to
demonstrate skills and write analytically.

Further study Media Studies, Graphic Design and Photography are all available as GCSE
options in Year 10, and then further study at A Level. Potential careers include:
graphic design, illustration, animation, advertising, architecture, camera operator,
web design, photographer, filmmaker, producer, journalist, media planner.
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Subject Performing Arts (A)

What will students
learn?

Performing Arts encompasses the study of both Dance and Drama. The course
aims to broaden students knowledge of both subjects whilst engaging them in a
variety of stimuli and themes from social, cultural and political contexts for
example Aberfan disaster, 9/11 terrorist attack, tectonic plates, Picasso’s
Guernica, political oppression in Chile, novels and autobiographies . Students
will develop skills in the three core strands of both subjects; performing, creating
and appreciation. Students will use both voice and movement skills in
performance and learn how to rehearse effectively to improve these
fundamentals. When creating work they will have the opportunity to experience
the whole process through devising drama performances and choreographing
dances. Students will have the opportunity to watch professional work from the
National Theatre, Frantic Assembly, Punchdrunk and DV8. They will also
enhance their transferable skills such as problem solving, communication,
collaboration and confidence by working independently and within group
scenarios.

How will students
learn?

In workshops students will practically explore and develop a range of
performance skills for both areas of study. They will also spend time developing
creative work, learning skills like researching, improvising, defining, selecting
and refining so they can master the whole process from stimuli to final
performance. The nature of the subjects means that students are constantly
evaluating their own skill development both verbally and in written format by
learning to appreciate their own and professional work.
Students are encouraged to experience live theatre to inspire and deepen their
understanding of the performing arts.

How will students be
assessed?

Every lesson students will engage in verbal feedback through their own self
reflection, peer critiquing and teacher assessment. Occasionally, often at the
end of the term students will have their assessment recorded for their own
analysis and more detailed formal assessment. Students will regularly be given
short tasks to assess their understanding of subject specific terminology, these
will develop the skills required for the appreciation of their own, others and
professional work.

Further study After this foundation year students could continue to study GCSE Drama and/or
GCSE Dance then A level Theatre Studies and/or A Level Dance.
Performing Arts students develop many skills which are desirable by both
universities and employers such as communication, organisation, strong
memory recall,  time management, confidence, be able to reflect on their own
practice and give suggestions for improvement of tasks.  Students are also able
to continue their education at subject specific conservatoires and universities at
Degree level.
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Subject Music and Music Technology (A)

What will students
learn?

Students will develop performance skills on either an instrument or one’s own
voice, both as a soloist and within an ensemble. They will also develop music
technology skills through using a DAW (Digital Audio Workstation). Composition
and improvisation skills will also be practised to extend musical ideas. Finally,
listening and analysis skills will be through listening to a wide range of music
from Bach to Lewis Capaldi, Wagner to Andrew Lloyd Webber, Vanessa Mae to
Billie Eilish.  Music Technologists will learn the  skills required for using
computers, developing composition skills using Bandlab and Soundtrap (cloud
based software) and  creating their own pieces for a visual sound clip using
foley techniques.

How will students learn? Practically: performing and composing music, either on live acoustic
instruments or electronically will form a key part of the course. Rehearsal
techniques, such as watching, listening to and analysing music students, will
develop knowledge and understanding of musical skills. Students will conduct a
significant amount of Independent learning, through individual practise, both in
and out of school. Group work and ensemble work is another key element of
the course, both practising, rehearsing and performing with others.

How will students be
assessed?

Each term there will be two teacher assessments. One will assess practical
skills, the other will assess theoretical knowledge and understanding. Students
will also regularly self-assess their own work and peer assess the work of
others.

Further study For those wishing to continue to study music as an option in Year 10 we offer
the following course:
BTEC Level 1/2 Technical Award in Music Practice

Music and Music Technology students develop skills and knowledge which can
lead to a number of careers including working in the music industry as a
musician or composers or in events management.  Other students may go on
to work in the wider music industry through roles in agencies, music journalism
or copyright law.
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Subject/
Pathway

Social Care

What
will I
learn?

In Social Care, students will develop knowledge and understanding of health, social care and
early years concepts. They will complete termly projects which will focus on different themes
relating to social care.

They will begin by looking at health and social care skills and they will be given the opportunity to
complete a course in British Sign Language. They will get to explore first aid and complete a
face-to-face or online course. All students will be entered into the national NHS competition,
which is an exciting opportunity for students to compete against other schools.Students will also
learn about healthy lifestyle choices and apply their skills in the kitchen. Finally, students will work
in teams to organise and host a local community event, such as; a coffee morning or reading
club.

Students will develop and demonstrate a range of different skills during their studies, such as;
communication, teamwork, independence, compassion, problem solving, resilience and decision
making. All of these skills are most important, for not only future employment, but in education
and life.

This subject will broaden their understanding of careers in the health, social and early years
sector by providing them with opportunities to explore professions. It also aims to give students
more confidence about future progression.

How will
I learn?

In Social Care we learn through discovery by participating in open ended questions and making
links to different settings within the sectors. We encourage students to engage in discussion,
critically analyse information and reflect on what they have learnt. During Social Care we learn
through practical application to support knowledge and familiarisation of concepts, such as; the
completion of online courses, catering activities, competitions and hosting events.

How will
I be
assesse
d?

In Social Care, you will be assessed by the completion of termly projects and the production of
artefacts, which will be shared in the class and with a wider audience. You will also be awarded
certification for the completion of online courses and national competitions. Throughout this
course, you will also be assessed by questioning, written work and participation in the
organisation and hosting of community events.

Students will be given regular feedback from their teacher and their peers to allow them the
opportunity to reflect on their learning and enhance their knowledge and understanding.

Further
study

For students wishing to continue studying Social Care, there are two options available in Year 10,
they are; Health and Social Care and/ or Child Development. Both options enable students to
then progress on to post 16 study if they wish.

Both of these courses develop students' knowledge and understanding of key concepts in health,
social care and early years sectors. We teach students in a vocational context, ensuring they
have as many opportunities to apply their skills to practical environments. These options will help
students to develop a wide range of skills, including evaluative and analytical skills which are
highly valued by universities and employers.

Some of the destinations that students have gone into after KS5, include; nursing, social work,
midwifery, childcare, teaching, paramedic science, dental nursing, early years work, care work,
physiotherapy and social sciences.
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Subject Computer Science

What will students learn? Computer Science aims to provide students with a knowledgeable
understanding of how Technology works, for both business and personal use.
Topics will be visited with a significant emphasis on learning the practical skills
fundamental to computer Science. There will be a focus on programming in
Computer Science, time will be spent practising techniques and completing
project based work. Students will study databases and computational thinking
in more detail. They will therefore be learning higher level techniques which are
transferable amongst a multiplicity of different subject areas as well as very
useful within the digital industry.

How will students learn? All new practical tasks will be taught to the students by the teacher using
demonstrations, handouts and videos. Students will be expected to carry out
the demonstrated tasks and will be encouraged to build on this knowledge to
develop higher level skills using their own enquiry and teacher support. The
theory will be delivered through a mixture of videos, textbooks and activities
with students expected to make notes on google docs when necessary.

How will students be
assessed?

Computer Science tasks will be assessed through project work, allowing
students to work and develop at their own rate alongside providing them with
the confidence to complete the exams at a later date. The practical tasks will
be related to real life scenarios of either a business that requires use of
software to monitor finance and stock levels or as a programmer who needs to
create software for a client. The theory side of the course will be assessed
through end of topic tests using a mixture of long and short answer questions.
This will allow students of all abilities to make progress and develop their
understanding.

Further study The skills, knowledge and understanding students will develop through these
subject areas will greatly support them in studying Computer Science at GCSE
Level. At the end of Year 9, students have the chance to pick Computer
Science at GCSE level. Computer Science skills can support their progression
into employment in areas such as Digital Marketing, Business Administration or
within Computer Science itself. It is also very relevant for those wanting a
career in Gaming Software Development, Engineering, Mathematics or even
running their own business.
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Subject Enterprise

What will students
learn?

Students will learn enterprising skills that will be vital for their future life and
career choices, including: presentation, communication, personal development
and teamwork.

Students will be expected to work individually and in small groups on
“Apprentice” style and personal development challenges. Through this they will
build a portfolio of work to present to a panel of judges at the end of the course.

Masterclasses will be taught to give students the opportunity to equip
themselves with the knowledge they need to complete each task. They may
work on how to develop, promote, finance, and sell products or services in order
to make a profit.

The course will also give the opportunity for personal development and
reflection, with time to study skills as well as potential career paths,
qualifications required and where they could lead to.

How will students learn? Students will learn in a variety of ways:
● Participating in masterclasses
● Communicating and explaining their ideas
● Thinking creatively and making decisions
● Working with numbers to solve business problems
● Learning about the world of business and industry through practical

tasks as wells as research and investigation.

How will students be
assessed?

Students will be assessed on a daily basis by teacher observation, participation
in lessons, peer and self assessment.

Each student will be expected to build a portfolio of evidence from the work they
have completed throughout the  year. They will also be  participating in a final
presentation of their ideas.

Students can achieve a Certificate of Achievement in recognition of their
progress through in house assessment over the duration of the course.

Further study Studying the Enterprise subject will allow pupils to be well equipped with 21st
century skills relevant for their future. They may make a decision to study
courses such as Hair & Beauty, Catering & Hospitality, Construction or Business
Studies at both levels 2 and 3.

Skills developed through this subject will support any future learning as together
with their personal development, students will learn transferable skills such as
working with others, problem solving, oral presentation, discussion and
research.

There are, therefore many other qualifications, careers and industries that will
be open to students who study this subject.
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Subject Social Sciences

What will students
learn?

Social Sciences seeks to develop a sense of belonging, helps students make
sense of their social environment and to gain a better appreciation and
understanding of the way their society is shaped by ethics, religion, philosophy,
social institutions, laws, history and the evolution of human society. The subject
extends students’ interest and knowledge beyond their immediate experiences,
tapping into the important questions such as whether marriages are still important,
equality between the sexes as well as races, the purpose of education, whether
war can ever be just and whether the criminal justice system should focus on
punishment or rehabilitation.

Social Sciences develops major skill areas: critical thinking, the interpretation and
assimilation of various arguments and a deeper insight into the structure of the
society we live in; cross-curricular skills such as ICT, Literacy and Numeracy; as
well as an increasing awareness of the world around us and other people’s beliefs
and values.

How will students
learn?

In Social Sciences students learn through enquiry, by posing questions and trying
to answer them. Students are encouraged to answer these questions by using
sources of evidence, different opinions and perspectives, evidence from the
real-world, engaging in open ended discussions and reflecting on what they have
learnt. During Social Science enquiries they will practice applying fundamental
concepts and providing reasoned arguments rather than memorising facts.

How will students be
assessed?

On a daily basis AfL practices such as peer and self-assessment, immediate
feedback and helping students understand where they are in their learning which
are ongoing features of Social Sciences enquiry.

Medium and longer-term assessments consider a broad range of evidence that
shows what students can do independently. This might include short tests of
specific knowledge, more developed enquiries to assess conceptual
understanding and skills, and perhaps occasional synoptic assessment such as
problem solving or decision-making exercises. These can focus on the extent to
which students can apply concepts, link ideas together and move from the
particular to the general, so demonstrating their progress as Social Science
thinkers.

Students will complete three significant pieces of work throughout Year 9 that they
will get the opportunity to exhibit to a public audience.

Further study For students wishing to further study ERS and/or Sociology they are available as
GCSE Options in Year 10. The Social Sciences open up an enormous variety of
career choices and links very easily with most subjects. Some of the areas
students have gone into include: journalism, international relations, psychology,
law, teaching, medicine, astronomy, archaeology, business, tourism, coaching and
politics.

The Social Sciences help students develop a wide range of analytical skills as
well as the ability to truly think which are highly valued by universities and
employers.
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Subject Sport

What will students
learn?

Students will learn about the importance of training and the way that it should
form an integral part of all elite athletes daily routines. Students will develop their
own gradual build up of strength and endurance, improve skill levels and
improve motivation, ambition and confidence. Their training will also allow them,
as athletes, to gain more knowledge of their sport as well as enabling them to
learn about the importance of having a healthy mind and body. Students will also
learn about the physical effects of training, that regular exercise increases
muscle tone, the facilitation of good circulation, improvement of strength, agility
and flexibility and the improvement of the rate of waste product disposal.
Students will also learn about recovery times and sports injuries and treatments.

Sport as a Foundation Subject aims to improve the students with skills and
fitness within a chosen sport in order to improve performance levels. Students
will learn about sport performance and what it takes to perform at elite level
within their sport. Students will plan, perform, monitor and reflect on a training
programme; they will look at many factors including the training requirements of
their sport (hours per day/days per week), what is accessible to them, what
barriers there are to improving performance and many more.

How will students
learn?

In Sport, students will work independently regularly, which could include
researching the performance of a role model within their sport. Students will also
work in groups, which will include practical sport and fitness testing. Students
will be asked to carry out in depth studies into their own sport performance and
fitness levels. They will become reflective and resilient practitioners.

How will students be
assessed?

Every lesson will provide students with some form of feedback whether self/peer
or teacher based. Fitness levels and skill levels relating to the sport will be
assessed using specific set and normative data. Data collection will take place
from fitness levels and sports performance in order to track and monitor
progression. The final product will be a Personal Exercise Programme that the
student has individually planned, performed and evaluated.

Further study For students wishing to further study Sport it is available in Year 10 as GCSE PE
or BTEC Sport. Students will be signposted to the most suitable course for them.
This pathway opens up an enormous variety of career choices and links very
easily with most subjects. Some of the careers to work towards include:
physiotherapist, sports psychologist, PE teacher, coach, strength and
conditioning coach, sports massage therapist, nutritionist, sports news reporter,
journalist, scout, business manager, personal trainer and many many more.

23


