
 

 

 

 
 
 
5th May 2022 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We are very much looking forward to welcoming our Year 7 students to Homewood in 
September and so wanted to let you know some key information and exciting changes prior to 
our New Intake Parents’ Evening. 
 
New Intake Parents’ Evening 
Just to remind you, the New Intake Parents’ Evening takes place on Wednesday 11th May 
between 6.00pm - 7.30pm in the Sports Hall.  Please enter the school via the entrance next to 
the fire station; there will then be signs to direct you.  We are very much looking forward to 
welcoming you to Homewood. 
 
New College (Community) Structure 
From September the school will be changing the way that it organises its pastoral care.  As the 
school has become more successful and numbers on roll have increased, it has become apparent 
that we need to make some changes to ensure that support staff are able to support our younger 
students even more effectively should they have a barrier to their learning.  Please be aware 
that these changes relate to the pastoral structures rather than to the way in which the students 
are taught across the curriculum.  
  
Upon arrival at Homewood your child will be placed into one of 5 new Communities which will 
be: Endeavour (purple), Fortitude (blue), Pioneer (green), Quest (red) and Voyager 
(yellow).  There will be either two or three Year 7 tutor groups in each Community and each 
tutor group will meet at the start of a day (except Wednesday) and during PSHE sessions for one 
hour each Thursday.  At all other times, students will be in teaching groups which are made up 
of students from all of the different Communities. 
 
Each of the 5 Communities will have a dedicated Head of Community (with oversight of teaching 
and learning and all community matters), an Assistant Head of Community (with specific 
responsibility for behaviour for learning), a Family Liaison Officer (with specific responsibility 
for welfare and attendance) and a Community Co-ordinator (who will be the first port of call for 
parents who need to contact school for a specific reason).  They will be supported by five Lead 
Practitioners who will work with your children’s teachers to ensure that they are able to 
maximise their full potential whilst in school. 
 
It is anticipated that all of our new students will feel a real sense of belonging to their new 
Community and will have the opportunity to take part in some exciting inter-community 
activities and competitions.  Please note that students will be told what Community they will be 
joining before the end of this academic year. 
 
Uniform Changes 
From September 2022 changes are being introduced to improve the current standard of 
uniform and to ensure that we have a cost effective, smart dress code that represents the high  
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
standards that we uphold.  Our students have worn the same uniform for over 10 years and we 
feel it is the right time to make a positive change.  We want to assure you that the decision has 
been strategically and methodically thought through.  The school uniform, which includes the 
PE kit, is in line with the latest Department for Education guidance documents.  The guidance 
states that schools should consider certain key factors, which we have done throughout the 
process.  One important factor for schools to take  into consideration is the total cost of the 
uniform.  Due to the rising costs that the school and parents would be facing with the supply of 
the current uniform (a 7.5% increase), we were obviously keen to ensure that the new uniform 
is at least comparable to current costs,  irrespective of having branded items.  Note that with the 
guidance in mind, we decided that there would be no additional branded items but the same 
number as in the current uniform: the branded polo shirt being replaced by the branded 
trouser/skirt. 
 
Our new uniform suppliers, Simmonds, who have over 180 years experience in supplying 
uniforms to schools within both the primary and secondary sectors, have been involved 
throughout to help advise and ensure that we are able to achieve the supply of quality products 
which offer excellent value for money.  Their ethical standards alongside the sustainability of 
their products was very important to the school.  The new school blazer is in fact manufactured 
using recycled plastic, with each blazer incorporating 48 plastic bottles! 
 
The predominant changes that we are making are the introduction of: 
 

 Standardised grey school trousers and grey school skirts embroidered with the 
Homewood School logo (all trousers and skirts must be purchased through our school 
shop or online via our chosen supplier Simmonds) 

 A navy blue blazer embroidered with the Homewood School logo (this item must be 
purchased through the school shop or online via Simmonds) 

 A light blue collared shirt (this item can short or long-sleeved and can be purchased 
either via the school shop or through other external retail outlets) 

 A school tie embroidered with the Homewood logo (the colour of the stripe within 
the tie will represent each student’s college and must be purchased through the school 
shop or online via Simmonds; college colours will be advised at a later date) 

 A navy blue jumper with a grey trim (this is not a compulsory item of school uniform 
but, if purchased, it must be done so through the school shop or online via 
Simmonds.  Note that new Year 7 students can wear one of our current black jumpers 
with a school logo should parents want to make use of a hand-me-down from an older 
sibling.  This will be allowed for one year only) 

 
Please click on the link below to view the new items of school uniform: 
Powerpoint New Uniform  
 
All other items of uniform such as our current PE kit, coat and shoes will not be changing at this 
time. Please take a look at the attachment below regarding stipulations around what are 
deemed to be acceptable school shoes, socks and tights, coats and bags as well as further 
information about the PE kit.  
Other Items of School Uniform 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1gu9HwqMB4Jd53uLQYCrayzawpFvFRuET/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=110200364581735011144&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/136XeQgE2jZ6kHMP6OZT_QxVptJE9zgO0


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Please also check the Simmonds online shop for further details about the items available for 
purchase. 
 
Parents of the new Year 7 cohort for next academic year will be expected to purchase the new 
uniform in its entirety , unless they are eligible for Free School Meals.  If your son or daughter is 
in receipt of Free School Meals and you require financial support, please contact 
Year6FSMsuppport  and include the student’s name, a contact name and telephone number, the 
name of the child’s current primary school and a brief reason for requiring assistance.  They will 
then be able to look at the information provided and let you know whether the school will be 
able to support you in buying the school blazer.  Any parent having difficulty paying for the 
uniform should contact Year6FSM support in the same way. 
 
If a student has diagnosed sensory issues, clothing will be provided to meet their needs which 
may include, for example, pull-up trousers.  If this applies to your child, please discuss this at 
your Simmonds appointment. 
 
Booking your New Uniform Fitting Appointment 
Fitting appointments for new Year 7 students can be booked from today; please see the 
Simmonds flyer for more information and for a link which allows you to book your 
appointment.  A 10% discount will be offered on purchases made between 28th July and 26th 
August.  Please book your appointment before the end of May but please be aware that the 
booking system will soon be open to students across the school so an early response is 
advisable. 

We thank all parents and carers for their support as we continue to set high standards and 
improve our school.  We look forward to seeing you and your children on Wednesday 11th May 
at our New Intake Parents’ Evening during which you will be given further important 
information. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
J K Single  
Principal 
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