
 

 
 
 
11th February 2022 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Whilst this term has been a short one, it has certainly been a busy one.  It is encouraging to see 
that things continue to return to normal allowing students to take part in a number of different 
activities both in and out of the classroom.  Events and activities this term included the parent 
consultation days, Year 11 and 13 pre-public examinations, Year 9 Options Evening and the 
Annual Dance Performance, alongside a number of impressive sporting events.  Special mention 
must also be given to the unbeaten under 13 and under 15 girls' football teams! 
 
Homewood Habits 
For parents of students in Year 7 to Year 9, you will be aware that we base our reporting system 
on our Homewood Habits.  These form the building blocks of our ‘Learning, Respect and 
Belonging’ ethos that we have at Homewood School.  Students are reminded about these 5 
habits on a regular basis and it is pleasing to see so many of our students have stepped up to 
meet these expectations.  Whilst walking around the school, there is a sense of purpose and 
ambition within our classrooms, with students showing the determination to succeed. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Students continue to wear their uniform with pride and we thank parents for their support.  We 
continue to rely on our parents and carers to guide and support our students and ensure that 
they arrive in school fully equipped and appropriately attired.  Consistency and adherence in 
these areas is vital as we prepare them for their future lives after school.  Uniform and 
equipment checks will therefore be undertaken in the first week of the new term. 
 
Cultural reset 
I would like to thank all students for the way in which they have responded to our culture 
reset.  As you know, we wanted to use the start of this academic year to be really clear about our 
expectations of all students in terms of work and behaviour.  We continue to be driven to create 
a more positive, polite, purposeful and professional school environment to ensure that each and 
every one of our students is able to learn as effectively as possible, maximise the opportunities 
on offer and, ultimately, achieve maximum success in all aspects of their academic studies and 
personal development.  Please do congratulate your daughters and sons for the excellent way in 
which they have acted upon this very important development for our school community.  There 
will be a continued focus in this area when we return to school after the holiday period. 
 
Changes in the new academic year 
Thank you to all parents / carers for completing our consultations and surveys regarding our 
Planned Admission Number (PAN), holidays, college structure and school uniform.  Following 
these, I wanted to inform you that we are planning a number of additional developments for the 
new academic year.  These include changes to our college structure and a different school 
uniform.  Please note we are currently looking at ways of supporting current parents /carers 
with purchasing this new uniform in order to help everyone manage any additional 
costs.   Further details will be coming out next term about all new developments. 
 
COVID update and Attendance 
Pleasingly, there has been a reduction in the number of students and staff who have tested 
positive with COVID-19 this term.  Following Government guidance, we hope to continue to 
relax restrictions after the holiday, including the return of assemblies.  As always, we will 
continue to support both students and staff should they wish to wear a face covering.  
 
As you are aware, the School Immunisation Service will be administering COVID vaccinations on 
Monday 7th and Tuesday 8th March for students where consent has been given.  If you are 
wanting your son or daughter to take advantage of this opportunity, please complete this form 
by 2nd March at the latest. 
 
As things start to return to normal, we need to impress upon parents their responsibility to 
ensure that their children attend school every day.  We will be working closely with the local 
authority to monitor students’ attendance and request their intervention, where 
necessary.  Please be reminded to contact the school before 8am via our absence line on 01580 
767048 or via our absence email absenceline@homewood.kent.sch.uk if your child is unable to 
attend school for any reason.  Failure to do so will lead to absences being unauthorised which 
may in turn lead to the issuing of Penalty Notices via the local authority.  Please also be  
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reminded that once students arrive with us in the morning they are not permitted to leave the 
site. 
 
Contact details 
Please could we ask all parents to inform the school should any contact details change.  Details 
should be sent to studentservices@homewood.kent.sch.uk  
 
Free School Meals and Voucher Schemes 
Eligible families will receive their FSM voucher as they did in previous holidays via a Wonde 
text/email during the week commencing Monday 14th February.  Any queries, please email 
parentsupport@homewood.kent.sch.uk 
 
Site Developments - The Sinden Theatre 
It has been fantastic seeing The Sinden Theatre opening its doors once again.  The new 
automated tiered seating will be installed over the holiday break as part of the refurbishment 
works which will benefit students, staff and members of the local community.  Please do visit 
www.sindentheatre.com for more information regarding the fantastic productions on offer. 
 
Advance information for GCSE and A Level Exams 
You may be aware through the media that advance information has recently been published by 
the examination boards for some GCSE and A Level subjects.  The purpose of this is to provide a 
focus for revision and preparation for the summer examinations.  Departments have been 
working hard to assimilate this information and include it where relevant both in revision 
planning and in the “mock” examinations which will take place for Year 11 in the week of 7th 
March.  Further details have been made available separately for those in Year 11 and Year 13. 
 
Bedrock 
I was really pleased to award a number of certificates this week to students in Years 7, 8 and 9 
in recognition of their achievements with the Bedrock reading and vocabulary programme.  It 
was very pleasing to see so many students with such high engagement levels and to note the 
impact of their efforts on improving their literacy skills.  Students can access the Bedrock online 
tool easily via their individual logins and should aim to achieve at least 20 points per week.  As 
Bedrock is mainly for home learning, I would ask that all parents / carers continue to encourage 
its use at home - we certainly do not want any of our students left behind with their reading as a 
result of them missing out and not being encouraged to complete the tasks!  One way to monitor 
and encourage your child is to ask them about the words they have been learning each 
day.  Good luck, and I look forward to awarding even more certificates next term! 
 
Finally, do remember to take a look at the latest edition of our school newsletter on the website 
to find out more about what we have been up to as a school community in 2022 so far.  It’s 
another bumper edition! 
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I hope that you have a restful and enjoyable half-term holiday with your families and I look 
forward to seeing all of our students back in school on Monday 28th February. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 
J K Single  
Principal 
 


